Dear CFMS,

I just wanted to thank you for putting on a great show this year in Ventura. It
was a wonderful place to land after my journey driving there. Absolutely wonderful.
It is such a joy to be around all of you at CFMS. 1 joined a local club just four years
ago. Before then I had never even heard that there were rockhounds or rock and
gem clubs or even CFMS or even all the small shows! How I wish I had known
about them years ago. I was our clubs’ spring chicken when I joined and was
snatched up quickly and made president my second year and shipped down to
Visalia as a director not knowing anything about what I was supposed to be doing
but just knowing the club was excited to have someone represent them after years of
being absent. Most of what I have learned about CFMS has been from you guys. My
club didn’t give me a booklet on proper care and feeding of federations officers.

This year I learned more about you from listening to the presentations by the
chairmen and officers that spoke at the June meeting. I think this was the first time
since I have been going to the directors meetings that this was done like this and I
loved it and I think that it made everything that you all do more real to everyone in
the room which adds to the value of who you are. If you weren’t there, I do think the
clubs would be all over the place. The honor within our hobby wouldn’t be there
without you. People need and want the foundation, leadershipand the inspiration
that you give.

What was different this time which I loved was how all the officers and the
chairmen who spoke took into consideration that there were new people in the room
and similarly at the awards ceremonies. Even if you know there are only a few new
federation directors at that meeting it is so important to present the meeting as if it
was full of people there for the first time. It upholds the dignity and the value and
the inspiration of what you do and the club involvement with you. It brought a sense
of humility to the room even for rockhounds who have been attending these
meetings for years.

Please keep this up at our two meetings each year. One would imagine that the
amount of travel time it takes many of the representatives to eagerly get to the
meetings that others attending would be considerate and not over talk and want to
race through the meetings just to get out, but there always seems to be a
curmudgeon or two in every bunch no matter what the topic.

I know how vital you are to all the clubs and stress it every month at our
meetings or monthly bulletin. I want all our members and guests to get to know you.
You are a wonderful community. Although our Napa Valley Rock and Gem club has
been limited on what it’s been able to do in recent years with our members, it is a
proud privilege to keep them informed about CFMS for rockhounding fun in more
ways than we as a club can provide.

One idea I had for adding something new to CFMS might be to honor the really
long time clubs who have been around for 50 or more years. Kind of like a silver and






