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    C.F.M.S. Newsletter 

 

 
XLV #4 _____  ________________________________ _April 2009 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 Here's to the Show! 

 

By C.J. Quitoriano 
 
Hi Everyone!  As I write, I am 
traveling home from the Ventura show! I 
promised Jim B-T that I would write my 
message and get it to him by tonight, and he 
promised me that he would try to put a better 
picture in the newsletter!  This weekend I knew 
how Brittney Spears must feel, I had Paparazzi 
(Jim) chasing me around taking pictures! He 
says he’s going to use a different (horrible) 
picture of me every issue of the newsletter. I 
also made it into the local paper, so I guess Jim 
wasn’t the only one snapping a camera at me! I 
have a feeling he’s going to use that one 
next…only because he told me he was going to! 
He has my permission; at least in that one, you 
can’t see my face! 
 
Anyway, enough about me…I hope you all are 
planning to attend our big show? I also hope 
everyone is planning on displaying? Last year, 
we had a great showing with all of the cases. 
Let’s try and top that! I will be putting in a case 
of beads and spheres and jewelry, so I want to 
see what YOU have! 
 
This year at Ventura, Dee Holland, Shirley 
Leeson, and Marion & Vivian Roberts came out 
to do critiques on entries in the show. I thought 
that was really gracious of them! I am sure they 
might yell at me for this…but I bet if you were 
to ask them to come to your show and do the 
same, they might just do it! Their addresses 
and phone numbers are in the newsletter! Ain’t 
I a devil? ^^ 
 
By the way, everyone should be taking 
advantage of the Program Directory and the 
Demonstrator/Dealer Directory this year for 
your meetings and shows! Ted and Terry will 
gladly send you copies of the directories if you 

just drop them a line. Both Directories have lots 
of info about people who put on programs or 
who demonstrate in your area and throughout 
the state.  These are underused resources that 
everyone should be using! 
 
Paradise is coming sooner than you think, so 
get your applications in; I hope to see many of 
you there!  Meanwhile, see you at the show! 

- CJ 
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by the California Federation of Mineralogical 



 2

Societies, Inc., PO Box 1657, Rialto, CA 92377-
1657.  Subscription: $5.50 per year, January 
through December.   Not prorated.  

CFMS WEBSITE 

CFMS on the Internet is accessible at 
www.cfmsinc.org.  Web Master is Don 
Ogden. Editors are invited to download articles 
for their bulletins from this website. 

EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Pat LaRue 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
(909) 874-5664  FAX:(909) 874-7430 
Email: bplarue@earthlink.net 

CFMS INSURANCE CONTACT 

McDaniel Insurance Services  
PO Box 1294, Ojai, CA  93024  
805-646-9948 or 800-400-7288  
805-646-9976 Fax  
Email: mcins@west.net  

Bud McMillin, Insurance Chair 
1717 Oakdale Rd. Ste. O  
Modesto, CA  95355-3066   
(209) 524-3494  
(209) 527-8000 - Work  
Email: bud.mcmillin.b7yr@statefarm.com  
 

TO REPORT A CLAIM 

Report claims as soon as possible to Patt 
McDaniel at 1-800-400-7288.  If no one is 
immediately available, and/or during non-
business and weekend hours, call 1-800-252-
4670. 

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER DUE 
TO EDITOR BY 5th OF MONTH 

Jim Brace-Thompson, Editor 
7319 Eisenhower Street 
Ventura, California 93003 
(805) 659-3577 
Email: jbraceth@roadrunner.com 
 

ANYTIME 

Send donations for CFMS Scholarship Fund 
to: Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, California 92377-1657 

Send donations for AFMS Scholarship Fund to:
 Betty Pankey 

 4310 Kingsly Drive 
 Pittsburg, California 94565-6267 
 
Send donations for CFMS Endowment Fund to:
 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, California   92377-1657 
 
Send donations for AFMS Endowment Fund to:
 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, California   92377-1657 
 

 
 

 

FROM YOUR EDITOR: 
No Newsletter Next Month 

 

By Jim Brace-Thompson 
 

Per our By-Laws, because of the time consumed 
by everyone’s duties preparing for and 
attending our annual show, there is no 
Newsletter the month following the show.  So 
everyone gets a one-month break from 
preparing articles!  The next newsletter will be 
our June issue. 

-Jim 
 

2009 CFMS Calendar through June 

March 21 - Field Trips-North seminar on filing 
claims, Pittsburg, CA 

March 21 - Field Trips-South field trip to Ant Hill 

March 25 - deadline to submit Competitive Exhibit 
Entries for CFMS show (to Marion Roberts) & Non-
Competitive Exhibit Entries (to Dean Welder) 

March 31 - deadline to send Officer & Chairmen's 
reports to Pat LaRue for Directors Meeting at 2009 
Show 

April 1 - deadline to submit Advance Registration 
form for CFMS Show (to Ruth Bailey) 

April 17-19 - CFMS Show & Convention, San Jose, CA 

April 25 - Field Trips-South field trip to Lavic Siding 

May 15 - due date for clubs on a calendar year to file 
tax Form 990, 990EZ, or 990N (for fiscal-year clubs, 
due date is 4.5 months after end of your fiscal year) 

May 17-23 - Camp Paradise 

May 23 - Field Trips-South trip to North Edwards 

May 20-25 - Inter-Regional Rockhound Rendezvous 
to Davis Creek/Lassen Creek, CA (see Dick Pankey) 

June 6-7 - Field Trips-South San Diego field trips 
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IN MEMORIAM: 
Rosemarie Young, 

CFMS Past President 
 

By Marion F. Roberts, MLMS/CFMS 
 
Rosemarie Young left us on February 26, 
2009, while living near family in Anacortes, 
Washington.  Rosemarie and Jess were long-
time members of the Mother Lode Mineral 
Society.  Both were very active and served in 
many roles for the society. Avid rockhounds, 
they participated in 
collecting, fabricating, 
carving, and exhibiting 
in show after show.  
Rosemarie served in 
many capacities as an 
MLMS member and, 
most notably, was a 
long-time Ghost Sheet 
Editor for the club.  I 
personally had to thank 
Rosemarie for her 
involvement, her  always good advice, her 
encouragement, and her ever-present offer to 
help me edit the CFMS Newsletter when I 
stepped in and was elected 2nd Vice President 
in 2003.  Any cards or remembrances may be 
sent to:  Mike & Joyce Young, 3710 Fidalgo Bay 
Road, Anacortes, WA 98221. 
 
Rosemarie, rest in peace.  You will be greatly 
missed. 

- Marion 
 

CFMS SHOW 2009: 
Seeking Your Participation! 

 

By June Harris 
 

Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society is 
hosting the 2009 CFMS Annual Show & 
Convention, April 17-19, 2009, at the Santa 
Clara County Fairgrounds, 344 Tully Road, San 
Jose. We are requesting support from all our 
sister CFMS clubs. Please pass along this 
request along to your membership. Here are 
areas where we need your help: 
 
Demonstrators: If your club has someone with 
great skills in a particular lapidary art, we would 
love for them to demonstrate it at the show. 
Check the CFMS web site for the entry form for 
demonstrators. Complimentary day passes are 
given for each day the demonstrator 

demonstrates for a minimum of four hours. 
Please return the form ASAP so that we can 
complete our floor layout and master schedule 
as soon as possible.  
 
Exhibitors: Competitive display cases and 
individual items, and non-competitive display 
cases are requested. If anyone in your 
organization has a spectacular display case, ask 
them to enter it. Someone has incredible 
lapidary skills or an incredible collection of 
minerals or fossils, ask them to enter. 
Complimentary day passes for all exhibitors! If 
you are entering in the competitive arena, you 
will want to make sure you attend the banquet 
on Saturday night to collect any awards or 
trophies you have won. Look for the Advance 
Registration Form  on the web site to reserve 
your banquet tickets. 
 
Advance Registration: If you are planning to 
attend the show, purchase your tickets in 
advance by using our Advance Registration 
Form. Support the CFMS with your ticket 
purchases. Single day tickets are $6.00 and 3-
day passes are $12.00. Editors won’t want to 
miss the Editor’s Breakfast. Also, any of your 
members who were entered in the article 
competition will want to attend the Sunday 
morning breakfast, as well. Their awards will be 
waiting for them at this breakfast. The Saturday 
night Awards Banquet tickets are available as 
well on this form. Please be sure to make your 
check out to "Nature’s Showcase." 
 
Working at the show: If you would like to 
lend your support by working a booth or station 
during the CFMS show, please visit the 
hospitality booth in the Expo Hall and volunteer 
your services. There will be a master list of 
open positions. There are always positions 
available with security. Your help will provide an 
invaluable service to the CFMS and the SCVGMS. 
Please be generous with your time and energy.  
 
NEED OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS? 
Camping: Make a weekend trip of it and 
support this important show. Camping is 
available on site for your convenience. Please 
use the camping registration form (see CFMS 
web site) to reserve your site. Please make your 
check out to "Nature’s Showcase."  
Lodging: We have great news about wonderful 
accommodations for anyone coming into town 
for the show. We have worked out a fantastic 
deal with the San Jose Marriott. See Frank 
Mullaney's article for details. 
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We thank you in advance for your generous 
support of the 2009 CFMS Show. Remember, 
your support is critical to the success of the 
show, The CFMS forms and info are available on 
our club web site, www.scvgms.org, and the 
CFMS web site, www.cfmsinc.org, as well as 
attached to this email. Return your forms right 
away; deadlines are approaching! We look 
forward to meeting representatives from each 
and every CFMS club at the show. See you at 
the show!  Thank you, CFMS and the Santa 
Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society. 

- June 
 

CFMS SHOW 2009: 
AFMS/FRA Badges for Kids 

 

By June Harris 
 
 

To CFMS affiliated clubs, as a CFMS Junior 
Activities Committee Member and SCVGMS Kids 
Area Coordinator, I'm pleased to announce that 
the Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society 
will offer the AFMS Future Rockhound Badge 
Program at our upcoming CFMS show April 17-
19 at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds in 
San Jose. It's our hope that each sister club will 
encourage their Junior members to attend to 
CFMS show and complete up to five badges 
there. Your club does not have to have a Junior 
Program that has adopted the AFMS Future 
Rockhound Badge Program for your Junior 
members to enjoy this opportunity. Every CFMS 
Junior club member already is able to earn 
these achievements.  
 
Make the 2009 CFMS show a club field trip, a 
bus trip, or energy-conserving carpool. Better 
yet, make it a camping field trip. All are a 
possibility!  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
enhance your Junior members’ rock experiences. 
Email juneconeyharris@yahoo.com to get a 
program flyer, then please get this info to your 
organization’s board members, Junior advisor, 
and any Junior member’s families. We hope that 
this added attraction to the CFMS show will help 
support all the CFMS club Junior members and 
their activities.  
 
Via this unique opportunity, we will be offering 
the following badges at the show:  Rocks and 
Minerals, Earth Resources, Fossils, Earth 
Processes, and Gemstone Lore and Legend.  So 
notify your Junior advisor and Junior members 

to set aside a day to visit the CFMS show during 
the weekend of April 17-19, and to work on the 
AFMS Future Rockhound Badge program. Other 
badge requirements can be worked on at the 
show. For instance, Juniors can enter a display 
case at the show and work on their 
Showmanship badge.  Hope to see all of you at 
the show! 

- June 
 

CFMS SHOW 2009: 
Accommodations 

 

By Frank Mullaney, 
Show Chair 

 
To all CFMS show attendees: We have great 
news on some wonderful  accommodations for 
anyone coming into town for the Gem and 
Mineral Show on April  17-19. We have worked 
out a fantastic deal with the San Jose  
Marriott located at 301 South Market Street, 
San Jose, California, 95113. We have a 
conference rate of $89 per night (plus tax) if 
you call 1-800-228-9290 and refer to the CFMS 
Show. Please get your reservations in by April 3, 
2009 for the best price. Parking is available on 
the nearby city parking lots for a maximum of 
$7 or $12 per day or you can use the Marriott's 
Valet for $25 per  day. The Marriott is also 
proud to announce their new bar, Tanq, and 
their celebrity chef, Michael Mina, in the Arcadia 
Restaurant. Coupons for the restaurant will be 
available in our Show Program and at the Show. 
 
I would also like to thank the San Jose Marriott 
for the complimentary suite that they are giving 
our guest dinosaur speaker, Mr. Richard Wade. 
Mr. Wade is one of the foremost authorities on 
dinosaurs and will be presenting a special 
program at 11 am and 2 pm everyday. You 
must come and see his presentation and stay at  
the Marriott if you need accommodation. 

- Frank 
              

    
ALL AMERICAN REPORT 

 

By Dot Beachler 
 
 

At this time last month I reported that only two 
clubs had entered their books with the All 
American Program.  Surprise!  Another book 
entered late. This book is from the El Dorado 
Mineral & Gem Society.  Presently, all books 
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are with a third Judge and are being judged.  
Upon conclusion of this regional process, they 
will be forwarded to the American Federation for 
national judging. 
 
Now is the time for all clubs to consider 
entering this program next year.  Put this on 
your club’s agenda, and select members now to 
work on this project.  The form for entering is 
on our web site.  Download it, and work from 
there.  It informs the club about the activities 
requested. 
 
Hope to see many clubs next year! 

- Dot 
 

EARTH SCIENCE 
STUDIES: 

Register for Camp Paradise 
and Zzyzx 

 

By Marion F. Roberts 
 

This will be the last article before Camp 
Paradise, so if you still want to attend, contact 
us now.  I am writing this on March 2, 2009, 
and the count for camp is at 55 or more, and 
the maximum will be 75.  Also Camp Zzyzx is 
sure to fill fast since applications are being 
taken as of March 1st, so be prepared.  If you 
have questions about either camp, please call 
me or either of the coordinators. 

- Marion 
 

MEMBER RECOGNITION 
or EDUCATION THROUGH 

SHARING 
 

By Loretta Ogden 
 
The Pasadena Lapidary Society proudly 
declares Henry Debick our Rockhound of the 
Year.  Henry is a society member from the early 
days of the club’s existence 
and has served in many 
capacities.  He was one of 
the original group of 
members who worked very 
closely with the Boy Scouts 
of America and helped the 
young men earn their 
various badges including 
Geology.  Henry has been closely involved in 
other areas of the club’s functions.  He served 
many years as Field Trip or co-leader on the 

monthly rockhounding trips.  Henry’s name has 
been synonymous with the club’s annual show, 
and for many years he oversaw set-up, 
electrical connections, tear-down and close 
down.  He has been an avid exhibiter, proudly 
displaying the many faceted gemstones 
produced on his faceting machine and willingly 
embraced the teaching of those individuals who 
expressed an interest in faceting or other 
gemstone crafts.  Pasadena Lapidary Society 
Salutes you, Henry Debick! 

- Loretta 
 

 

FIELD TRIPS-
SOUTH: 

Jasper, Travertine, 
Tourmaline, & More! 

 

By Shep Koss & Adam Dean 
 
Join us at Lavic Siding, in the heart of the 
Mojave!  Weather can be unpredictable this 
time of year so dress accordingly.  We will be 
collecting the world famous Lavic jasper, which 
comes in a multitude of colors and can be 
brecciated, layered or solid with veins of white, 
black or blue agate.  Details: 
When: 10 AM, Sat., April 25 
Where: Lavic Siding 
Material:  Jasper 
Meet: hotel/restaurant parking lot in Ludlow 
south of I-40, where waiver-of-liability forms 
will be signed 
What to bring: collecting bags/buckets, rock 
hammer, spray bottles, lunch 
 
The jasper has been found in red, black, yellow, 
gold, green, purple, or any combination and 
range from tumble-sized to football-sized.  
Other materials at this site may include agates 
and jaspers with sections of multi-shaded pink 
opal.  Most is found as float.  Nearby is Pisgah 
Crater, a young volcano with an extensive lava 
field.  This site covers a vast area between the 
Pisgah Crater lava fields, the railroad tracks, 
and the dry lake.  From the meeting spot we 
will caravan west to a safe crossing over the 
tracks, then explore various spots.  This 
widespread field offers no shade. Gas and food 
are available in Ludlow. While the roads are 
traversable in most high-clearance sedans, 
high-clearance trucks and SUVs are highly 
recommended.  For stay-overs, this general 
area also offers the southern Cady’s for a wide 
variety of material, a nearby obsidian field, Dish 
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Hill for peridot, trilobites and the Hector Hills for 
chalcedony, opal and agate.  Bring your rock 
collecting guides.  For these other sites, 4wd is 
recommended but high clearance mandatory.  
Stay-overs may camp at a number of 
undeveloped sites or at the hotel in Ludlow.  
Treat the desert with respect:  tread lightly and 
pack it in/pack it out.  
 
Next, we head to North Edwards for some of 
the Mojave's most colorful onyx: 

When: 9 AM, Sat., May 23 
Where: North Edwards/ Castle Butte area 
What: The Great Onyx Hunt 
Material: Travertine onyx, silver lace onyx, 
honey onyx, agate, jasper, etc. 
 
We will meet at the market parking lot on Clay 
Mine Road north of the 58 Fwy about 15 miles 
east of Mojave. This market is about one mile 
north on Clay Mine Road. From here, it's a 15-
minute drive to our first stop:  the Sierra Pelona 
Travertine Onyx Claim.  This onyx offers any 
combination of black, white, and red, gold, 
green and honey colors.  Recently, the pits were 
opened by backhoe, exposing new large veins 
and boulders.  Also at this site, silver lace onyx 
has been found and vugs containing blue agate.  
While much surface material is available, be 
prepared for hard-rock mining and digging if 
desired.  This claim offers overnight camping 
(accommodating campers, RVs, and tents) and 
is accessible with most ordinary sedans.  Within 
a few miles, other sites offer honey onyx, 
colorful cabbing opal, various agates, jasper, 
and petrified palm.  While most of these sites 
are sedan accessible, as always, high clearance 
vehicles are recommended for safer access.  
Liability waiver forms are mandatory and will be 
signed at the meet site during orientation.  
Being a high desert locale, the temperatures 
can be extreme between day and night, so 
dress accordingly.  Sites around this claim 
encompass many square miles of search areas 
and border desert tortoise areas, so drive 
accordingly and bring your camera.  This is 
open desert with no facilities, so be prepared.  
Nearby is the US Borax Mine, open for tours.  
For further info, contact Shep or Adam (contact 
info, below) and visit www.SierraPelona.com for 
pics of the site. 
 
Finally, join us in San Diego County to dig up 
world famous tourmaline: 

Where: The Himalaya & Oceanview Tourmaline 
Mines  

When: June 6 & 7  
Material: Tourmaline, aquamarine, kunzite, 
morganite, quartz crystals, etc  
What to bring: All you need are containers to 
store your finds; everything else (except food 
and water) will be supplied by the mines. 
 
We have planned this trip to what we consider 
to be the two best and most productive 
tourmaline mines in the San Diego area.  This 
trip is an overnighter.   Recommended places to 
stay are the Lake Henshaw Resort (at the 
Himalaya site) and the Pala Casino/Hotel (near 
the Oceanview Mine). The two sites are about 
30 minutes from each other.  For Oceanview, 
visit www.digforgems.com for details of the 
mine, materials, and policies. The trip includes 
an optional tour of the mine (very educational). 
Visit www.highdesertgemsandmineral.com for 
materials, policies and details on the Himilaya, 
including specific regulations regarding children 
and pets.  Currently, the combined rate for both 
mines is $100/person.  This rate is subject to 
change depending on number of attendees. This 
is open to the first 50 respondents (subject to 
change on maximum number).  
 
Because there will be no CFMS Newsletter for 
May, please visit the CFMS web site for further 
details (www.cfmsinc.org).  This is the only info 
available for this trip at this point, but more will 
develop.  For more info on all three trips this 
spring, contact CFMS Field Trips-South Co-
Chairs Shep Koss (freudonetoo@yahoo.com; 
land line 661-248-0411) or Adam Dean 
(theagatehunter@verizon.net; cell phone 909-
489-4899. 

- Shep & Adam 
 

CFMS INSURANCE: 
Insurance Question of the 

Month 
 

By Bud McMillen & Patt 
Wilson McDaniel 

 
Bud's question:  I have had a number of calls 
in the last couple months asking me how CFMS 
clubs can get a copy of our General Liability 
policy or the Directors and Officers Liability 
policy.  Can you give us information about your 
web site and what is on it so members can go 
to your web site and print their own copies? 
 
Patt's answer:  We have set up a password-
protected area on our web site for the CFMS 



 7

where we have posted both the General Liability 
and Property Package policy and the Directors 
and Officers Liability insurance policy, which 
provide coverage for participating clubs.  Go to:  
http://www.mcdanielinsuranceservices.com/CF
MSI/ 
 
The case-sensitive user name and password are: 
CFMSI (user name); rocks (password). 
Some privacy-sensitive information in the 
policies, such as insured locations and 
participating clubs, has been removed from the 
policies, but your club has been sent this 
information and if there are any questions, your 
club representative can contact us for further 
information.  This CFMS section of the web site 
also has all the insurance forms clubs commonly 
use to request certificates or add coverage as 
well as brochures about the policies. 
 
You can also visit our main web site 
(http://www.mcdanielinsuranceservices.com/), 
where you will find various articles about 
insurance and about out agency. 
 
Thank you for your question, Bud.  Much of the 
web site is new, and we welcome suggestions 
and feedback from the clubs about the forms 
and information provided. 

- Bud & Patt 
 
 

 
JUNIOR ACTIVITIES: 

Making Shows Fun for Kids 
 

By Jim Brace-Thompson 
 

By the time you read this, preparations for the 
2009 CFMS Show will be well advanced, and the 
Santa Clara Valley society promises to have a 
superb line-up of kids’ activities.  I’ve heard 
wonderful things about the efforts June Harris 
and her fellow club members put forth to make 
their annual local show the best, most 
educational it can be for kids, including school 
and scouting groups.  In addition, this year as 
they sponsor the CFMS Show, some of the 
activities will be tied to the AFMS Future 
Rockhounds of America Badge Program, so kids 
in CFMS-affiliated clubs can work toward 
earning a badge right at the show.  I encourage 
everyone who can to journey to San Jose and 
check it out! 
 

This is also a good time for everyone to take 
stock of what we do for kids at our own, local 
shows.  Most shows I visit have at least a kids’ 
table with a spinning wheel for prizes and grab 
bags, but I’ve also been to a couple shows 
where I saw nothing at all for kids.  This is a 
missed opportunity in that having something to 
attract kids to a show attracts a whole family 
along with that child, and you stand a better 
chance of getting a nice write-up in the local 
paper if you emphasize a family orientation. 
 
In addition to having activities to attract and 
entertain kids from the community (grab bags, 
spinning wheel, sand sifting, “fishing” for 
crystals, etc.), consider things to actively 
engage and involve the kids within your club.  
This might be a combined exhibit case where all 
the kids in the club provide a couple specimens 
each and take responsibility for setting it up, or 
it might be a table of their own for kids to show 
off their collections and lapidary work or to hold 
a fund-raiser of some sort to earn funds toward 
some fun kids event (a picnic trip to the beach) 
or toward purchase of minerals for the kids’ 
collections. 
 
If your annual show hasn’t included kids 
activities, start the ball rolling today by 
appointing a Kids Activities Chair.  If you’re 
already including kids activities, thank you, and 
consider adding even more!  To help, I’m 
working with Terry McMillen, Susan Chaisson-
Walblom, Ismael Sanchez, and June Harris on 
our Juniors Activities Committee to construct a 
“menu” of show ideas for kids that we hope to 
post to the CFMS web site sometime this 
summer.  Kids bring enthusiasm, curiosity, and 
unbounded energy that’s contagious that our 
local shows can help to channel, while having 
fun! 

- Jim 

 
AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS 

ASSOCIATION: 
ALAA News & Updates 

 

By Richard Pankey 
 

In the last 2 months the American Lands 
Access Association (ALAA, a lobbying arm of 
the AFMS) has seen much change.  In January, 
we were sadden with the passing of Norm 
Hanschu, our treasurer for many years.  Norm 
handled our finances and membership.  The 
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passing of Norm Hanschu has left a hole in 
ALAA, but for the time being it is being filled by 
his wife, Joyce, our Secretary, and Marv 
Starbuck, our past president. Please give your 
support and help. 
 
In February Bob Carlson announced his 
resignation as President of ALAA.  Based on our 
bylaws, I am pleased and proud to become 
ALAA's President.  Starting last year and soon 
to resume this year, there is a ferocious 
legislative assault on our rights and access to 
our public lands.  Now is the time for a strong, 
proactive ALAA to take the lead and mobilize 
the support and participation of all of our 
members and all members of the AFMS.  I look 
forward to being a proactive, involved president 
and I am counting on your active and involved 
participation and support. 
 
I am appointing Shirley Leeson to fill my vacant 
position of Vice President.  She has accepted 
the appointment.  As most of you are aware, 
she and Dee Holland have been a vital link in 
monitoring legislative activity and advising us 
on what is happening. 
 
Our next annual meeting will take place during 
the NWF/AFMS Show and Convention in Billings, 
Montana, this summer.  I hope all of you will be 
there.  This will be an important meeting for 
ALAA.  In addition to election of 3 directors and 
election of officers, I hope this will be a time of 
planning and reinvigoration of ALAA. 
 
The Omnibus Public Land Management Act was 
passed by the Senate.  As of today (3/4/09) it 
is unknown if it was introduced in the House 
and it has not been considered nor voted on.  It 
is never too late to let your Congressman know 
your feelings.  Do it now!  [Editor's note: the 
Act was defeated as of 3/11/09.] 
 
I look forward to and I am counting on your 
participation and support. 
 
ALAA Meeting at CFMS Show.  I've scheduled 
an ALAA meeting on Saturday afternoon after 
the Directors’ Meeting at the CFMS Convention 
in Santa Clara.  This meeting is an open 
meeting and EVERYONE is invited.  Everyone 
who collects rocks, minerals, fossils and/or 
recreates on public lands should attend.  The 
purpose of the meeting is to reintroduce ALAA 
to the members and societies of the CFMS and 
to explain what we do and how we do it.  The 
meeting will be held in the Town Hall building 

where the lectures are given.  The meeting will 
be held at 2:00 or 3:00 (exact time will be 
announced at the show and Directors’ Meeting.) 
and will last about an hour.   

- Dick 
 
 

OMNIBUS LANDS BILL 
DEFEATED! - FOR NOW… 

 

By Carolyn Weinberger 
AFMS Newsletter Editor 

 
 
Our voice does count!!!  I'm delighted to report 
that all of our letters and calls appear to  
have paid off.  At 12:38 PM, the Omnibus Public 
Lands Management Act of 2009 was  
defeated by  TWO VOTES!  The bill, containing 
over 1,200 pages encompassed 160 different 
bills, including the Paleo Protection Act, which 
many objected to.  I'm not certain if this marks 
the end of the bill for this session or if it can be 
reintroduced...stay tuned! 
 
[Editor's Note:  Although defeated, the bill is 
certain to be reintroduced at some point.  To 
see how your representatives voted, check out 
the noncommercial, nonpartisan government-
tracking web site recommended by John Martin 
at www.govtrack.us. This involved House Vote 
#117 on S.22: The Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act of 2009. - Jim B-T] 

- Carolyn 
 

NOTES FROM JOHN: 
Geology of the  

Antelope Valley California 
Poppy Reserve 

 

By John Martin, AFMS Conservation & 
Legislation   Committee  

 
I was asked to provide a short talk on the 
geology of the Antelope Valley California Poppy 
Preserve for the docents of the state park, 
where we should have a good wildflower season 
this year (season starts March 15 and runs 
through April, or until the flowers die.)  It has 
proven difficult to find specific geologic info on 
this area, and the information here has been 
gathered from multiple sources:  the Internet, 
books obtained from the Los Angeles County 
Library, and personal observations. 
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The California State Poppy Reserve is at the 
western end of the Antelope Valley and is near 
the intersection of the San Andreas Fault 
running in a northwest to southeast direction 
and the Garlock Fault running in an east-west 
direction.  The western termination of the 
Garlock Fault is near Gorman, with the fault 
running near the southern edge of the 
Tehachapi Mountains, the south edge of Red 
Rock Canyon, through the town of Garlock and 
the eastern termination in the Avawatz 
Mountain Range north of Baker.   The reserve is 
located in the northeastern rift zone of the San 
Andreas Fault, which puts it on the North 
American Tectonic Plate which is moving in a 
southerly direction while the Pacific Tectonic 
Pate is moving in a northerly direction. 
 
The hills and valleys that surround the reserve 
appear to be a result of fault action folding 
along the San Andreas Rift Zone causing the 
up-folded, anticlinal buttes and the down-folded, 
synclinal valleys just to the south of the reserve.  
From surface observations of the up-folded 
butte of the Poppy Reserve and around the 
interpretive center, it appears to be that of a 
granitic composition in origin.    
 
Buttes to the north and west of the reserve 
show signs of some surface volcanic action and 
could very well be part of the Neenach Volcanic 
Rocks.   These volcanic rocks lie within the 
Mojave Desert on the western edge of the 
Antelope Valley, just south of the Kern County 
line, about 28 miles west of State Highway 14 
and about 1 mile south of Ave D, State Highway 
138, and about 12 miles south of he 
intersection of the San Andreas and Garlock 
Faults.  They are also present east of Gorman 
and north of Interstate 5.  This pretty much 
puts the Poppy Reserve in or on the edge of the 
Neenach Volcanic Rocks. Locally, these 
formations consist of andesitic volcanic rocks 
which rest on granitic rocks.  This formation 
consists of calc-alkaline andecite, dacite, and 
rhyolite flows interbedded with pyroclastic and 
volcaiclastic rocks which appear to be a 25-to-
22-million-year-old formation. This also explains 
the presence of the Volcanic Tuff quarry just 
north of the reserve property.   Tuff is a termed 
used to describe a relatively soft, porous rock 
that is usually formed by the compaction and 
cementation of volcanic ash or dust. 

- John 
 

RULES COMMITTEE: 
Get a Helpful Evaluation of 

Your Noncompetitive Display 
 

By Dee Holland 
 

For those of you entering non-competitive 
exhibits at San Jose, I offer you the following:  I 
will be available to help you evaluate your non-
competitive case with the goal of making your 
exhibit competitive for next years’ combined 
CFMS/AFMS show in Southern California. Please 
contact me at beauholland@centurytel.net or 
shirleyleeson@cox.net, and I will put you on a 
list of people that I will contact at the show.  
 
This evaluation will be Sunday afternoon, when 
crowds are down and everyone is waiting to 
take down their exhibit and head for home. 
Please have pen and paper for comments and a 
rules book. If you don't have a rules book, I'll 
have mine.  See you at the show! 
 
[Editor's Note:  Dee graciously attended my 
own club show in Ventura last weekend, along 
with Shirley Leeson and Marion and Vivien 
Roberts.  They did just such an informal 
evaluation for nearly a dozen exhibits after 
holding a brief seminar on competitive 
exhibiting.  Within hours of our show's 
conclusion, I received the following email from a 
VGMS member:  "Thanks for having the 
meeting on displays - I thought it was 
marvelous!"  Proof that Dee's offer is well worth 
taking up! - Jim B-T] 

- Dee 

 
SHOW DATES: 

Billboards 
 

By Susan Chaisson-Walblom 
 
 

First of all, I would like to thank the Societies 
that have turned in their Show Dates. The list is 
growing, and that is a great!  Thank You! 
 
The subject for this months’ column:  billboards.  
A billboard is one option available for 
advertising your club show. Although they can 
be expensive, they will pay for themselves in 
the end.  There are several billboard companies 
in most areas.  Have your publicity chairperson 
talk to them and see what kind of deal they will 
give a nonprofit group.  
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This will the third year my club has used 
billboards to advertise our show. The billboards 
have been very successful in helping to build 
show attendance.  I have heard there are even 
car dealerships in some areas that will advertise 
your club show on their marquees for a small ad 
in your show’s brochure. That would be a great 
trade! 
 
If you have an idea for publicizing shows that 
you would like to share, please let me know! 

- Susan 
 

SLIDE & VIDEO LIBRARY: 
Seen any good programs lately?… 

 

By Kathlyn Duncan 
 
…if so, they could earn recognition beyond the 
"Great Program!"  If you or a fellow club 
member produced an earth science related 
presentation recently, we encourage you (or 
you can encourage others) to take the next step. 
Authors of great programs deserve something 
extra in competition. First, the satisfaction of 
sharing with clubs across the country.  Second, 
cash awards to defray production expenses!  If 
it's a club project, there are the extra rewards 
of camaraderie, development of member's 
talents—perhaps inspiring even more good 
programs. 
 
The guidelines and rules are straightforward. 
Digital, VHS and old-fashioned 35mm slide 
presentations related to our hobby are eligible. 
For details, see the AFMS web site, contact your 
Regional Librarian or the coordinator (Marge 
Collins, Program Competition, phone 269-695-
4313; email margaret@qtm.net; if you email 
and don't receive a reply within a few days, 
call).  Deadline?  Probably too late for this year 
(4/15/09)...but it's not too early to get ready 
for the 2010 deadline.  We're looking forward to 
seeing your entry! 

- Kathlyn 
 

AD HOC MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Thank You, Federation Directors! 

 

By Elizabeth K. Myers 
  
Ah, the days of shaking my fist at the cloudless 
sky and shouting, “Rain on me!” are past. The 
rains have come and life is good. Sloshing my 
way through the muddy deluge, wiping 

spattered mud from my glasses, who would 
think – there goes a happy soul? It’s the look of 
gratitude on the faces of the animals as I 
deliver the dry feed into their cozy houses. I 
have a purpose beyond myself. 
 
Thank you Federation Directors. You have a 
purpose and understand the importance of 
representing your club at the CFMS business 
meetings. It may not always be convenient to 
weather the storms to attend – but you are 
there. 
 
Thank you Club Presidents. You remind your 
members of the value of having a Federation 
Director to represent your club. Through your 
encouragement, volunteers come forward to be 
the voice of your club. 
 
Thank you Editors. Your efforts bring the 
news of the Federation to the clubs. Timely and 
noteworthy information is contained in your 
newsletters. 
 
Thank you Secretaries for keeping the 
Federation up to date on your director’s 
information. This assures notifications of the 
spring and fall meetings, along with the 
information packets containing the committee 
reports will get to your director in a timely 
fashion. 
 
Thank you Treasurer’s. Through your efforts 
the dues and insurance premiums are paid. 
Your members are covered. 
 
Thank you CFMS members – you are the 
meaning of CFMS - what it is today and what it 
will be tomorrow. Our future depends on it. 

- Beth 
 
 

The ROCKHOUND STICKER: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREAT FOR JUNIORS ACTIVITIES! 

 



2009 CFMS Officers, Chairmen and Committee Roster 
PRESIDENT 
CJ Quitoriano (Ray) 
7968 Elder Avenue 
Rosamond, CA 93560 
(661) 209-9092 
cjq_62@yahoo.com 
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society 
. 
TREASURER 
Bud McMillin (Terry) 
1717 Oakdale Rd., Ste. O  
Modesto, CA 95355 
(209) 524-3494 
bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com 
Mother Lode Mineral Society 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  
Fred Ott (Susan) 
3420 Coach Lane # 4 
Cameron Park, CA 95682 
(530) 677-5211, work  
Fred.ott.b8t5@statefarm.com 
El Dorado Gem & Mineral Soc. 
 
SECRETARY 
Susan Chaisson-Walblom (David) 
42122 N 52nd Street West 
Quartz Hill, CA 93536 
(661) 943-1861 
SLChaisson@yahoo.com 
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  
Jim Brace-Thompson (Nancy) 
7319 Eisenhower Street 
Ventura, CA 93003 
(805) 659-3577 
jbraceth@roadrunner.com 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society   
 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Pat LaRue (Bural) 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
(909) 874-5664 
bplarue@earthlink.net 
Valley Prospectors    

 
ALL AMERICAN CLUB 
Dorothy (Dot) Beachler, Chair 
89 Buckskin Lane 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 
(310) 325-3139 
 dotbeachler@cox.net 
 
BULLETIN AIDS 
Doug Arnold, Chair 
PO Box 720466 
Pinon Hills, CA 92329 
(760) 885-7409 
oldjasper@verizon.net  
 
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 
Ruth Bailey, Chair  
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 
(408) 248-6195 
rba51825@aol.com 
 
Theresa Kokinos (Mike) 
4620 Doe Street 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682-8478 
(530) 677-9333 
zeileitz@directcon.net 
 
CFMS CAB CASES - NORTH  
Mary Ann King  
300 East H Street, #55 
Benicia, CA 94510 
(707) 747-5186 
 
CAB CASES - SOUTH 
Robert Backus 
5006 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
(818) 347-2056 
 
CAB CASES - CENTRAL 
CJ Quitoriano (see President) 
 
CFMS DIRECTORS TO AFMS BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS  
CJ Quitoriano (see Pres)  
Fred Ott (see 1st VP) 
 
CFMS JURY OF AWARDS 
Jim Brace-Thompson, Chair (see 2nd VP) 
CJ Quitoriano (see Pres) 
Bural Larue (see Long Range Plan.) 
 
CFMS NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jim Brace-Thompson (see 2nd VP) 
 
 
 

 
 
CFMS REP TO AFMS 
Colleen McGann 
PO Box 224 
Santa Clara, CA 95052-0224 
(831) 212-1951  
Colleen.mcgann@hds.com 
 
EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES 
Marion Roberts (Vivien), Chair 
1505 Plumas Ave 
Modesto, CA 95358 
(209) 538-0197 
mvroberts@bigvalley.net  
 
Anna Christensen (Coordinator-North) 
245 N. Sixth Street 
Oakdale, Ca. 95361-3124 
 
Audrey Harvey (Coordinator-South) 
3363 Tuxford Place 
Thousand Oaks, Ca. 91360 
(805) 492-2253 
 
Cal Clason (Consultant) 
Isabella & Bill Bums (Consultant)  
Tom Burchard (see Rules) 
Fred Ott  (see 1st VP) 
Jim Brace-Thompson (see 2nd VP) 
 
EDUCATION THRU SHARING  
Loretta Ogden (Don) 
20904 Trigger Lane 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-3469  
(909) 598-2456 
donogden@aol.com 
 
Nancy Bird, Assistant 
1001 Lambert Road, Sp 18 
La Habra, CA 90631 
nancybird@earthlink.net 
 
ENDOWMENT FUND -CFMS  
Ray Quitoriano (CJ) 
7968 Elder Ave 
Rosamond, CA 93560 
(661) 209-9093 
rquito@yahoo.com 
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society 
 
CJ Quitoriano, (see President) 
Fred Ott (see 1st VP) 
 
FIELD TRIPS - NORTH 
Dave Muster 
1177 Oxford Way 
Stockton, CA 95204-3040 

(408) 245-2180  
mustersgems@yahoo.com 
 
FIELD TRIPS - SOUTH 
Shep Koss Co-Chair 
PO Box 1972 
Frazier Park, CA 93225 
(661) 248-0411 (home, not cell) 
theshepster@webtv.net 
 
Adam Dean, Co-Chair 
(909) 489-4899 
theagatehunter@verizon.net 
 
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Don Warthen, Chair 
15455 Tetley  
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 
(626) 330-8974 
odwarthen@verizon.net 
 
Earl Liston 
11309 Felsen Street 
Cerritos, CA 90703 
(562) 865-1348 
eliston@verizon.net 
 
Roy Foerster 
1408 Norman Avenue 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-3522  
(805) 373-1569  
 
Fred Ott (see 1st VP) 
       
GOLDEN BEAR 
Frank Mullaney, Chair (see Trophy) 
 
Isabella Burns (Bill) 
1038 Bradshaw Avenue 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 
(626) 288-2896 
isnbll@aol.com 
 
CJ Quitoriano (see President) 
Bural Larue (see Long Range Plan.) 
 
HISTORIAN 
Shirley Leeson 
6155 Haas St 
La Mesa, CA 91942-4312 
(619) 460-6128 
shirleyleeson@cox.net 
 
beauholland@centurytel.net 
 
INSURANCE 
Bud McMillin (see Treasurer) 



 
 
INTERNET COMMITTEE 
Donald Ogden, Chair (Loretta) 
20904 Trigger Lane 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-3469 
(909) 598-2456 
donogden@aol.com 
 
Jay Valle (Kathy) 
1421 Latchford Ave 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  
(626) 934-9764 
res19pnb@verizon.net 
 
JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 
Jim Brace-Thompson, Chair (see 2nd VP) 
 
Susan Chaisson-Walblom (see Secretary) 
Terry McMillin (see Demonstrator Directory) 
June Harris, juneconeyharris@yahoo.com 
Ismael Sanchez, (661) 301-4609 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR 
Jean Klotz (Morton) 
2828 Easy Street  
Placerville, CA 95667-3907 
(530) 642-0881 (Office) 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING 
Bural LaRue (Pat) 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377 
(909) 874-5664 / (951) 233-9036 (cell) 
bplarue@earthlink.net 
 
All living CFMS Past Presidents 
2009 CFMS Executive Committee 
 
MUSEUM COMMITTEE 
Dcbbie Bunn, Chair (Ray) 
P.O. Box 255702 
Sacramento, CA 95865-5702 
(916) 929-6665 
fossilsff@aol.com 
 
JoAnna Ritchey (see CFMS Scholarship) 
Jack Rhodes (Jennifer) 
(775) 672-4435 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Frank Mullaney, Chair (see Trophy) 
Dot Beachler (see All American) 
Debbie Bunn (see Museum) 
Isabella Burns (see Golden Bear) 
Ted MaGee (see Program Aids) 
John Martin, Alternate 
 
OFFICER & CHAIRMAN  MANUAL 
Bural Larue (see Long Range Planning) 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Ruth Bailey, Chair  
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 
(408) 248-6195 
rba51825@aol.com 
 
PROGRAM AIDS 
Ted Magee (Paula) 
2633 Maxine Drive 
Modesto, CA 95350-2432 
(209) 571-3185 
tedmagee1@msn.com 
tedmagee@att.net 

 
 
 
PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY - NORTH   
Norvie Enns (Virginia), Chair 
1485 West 4th Street #10 
Reno, NV 89503-5002 
(775) 786-9887 
nve5103@charter.net 
 
Frank Monez 
407 Bluefield Drive 
San Jose, CA 95136-2004 
(408) 578-7067  
frankm2@sbcglobal.net 
 
Glen Miller 
2455 Annette Dr.  
Redding, CA  96001 
530-247-6951 
miller3987@sbcglobal.net 
 
Dave Muster (see Field Trips North) 
 
PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY - SOUTH  
Chair currently vacant 
 
Jim Strain 
1920 Underwood Rd. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
(760) 356-2361 
 
RULES COMMITTEE 
Tom Burchard, Chair (Brenda) 
875 E 4500 S 
South Ogden, UT 84403-2931 
(801)-479-4286 (home) 
(801)-791-2828 (cell) 
Roxhund@aol.com 
 
Dee Holland (see Shirley Leeson, Historian) 
Marion Roberts (see Earth Science) 
Richard Friesen, dandjfriesen@gmail.com 
Fred Ott (see 1st VP) 
Jim Brace-Thompson (see 2nd VP) 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Charles McKie (Dot), Chair  
1012 Mockingbird Lane  
Fairfield, CA 94533-2426 
(707) 425-9030 
chuckmckie@aol.com 
 
SCHOLARSHIP - AFMS  
Betty Pankey, Chair (Dick) 
4310 Kingsly Drive 
Pittsburg, CA 94565-6267 
(925) 439-7509 
dickpankey@juno.com 
 
SCHOLARSHIP CFMS 
Jennifer Haley, Chair (Michael) 
5442 Washington St. 
Napa, CA  94558 
(707) 252-7565 
ladybuglane@hughes.net  
 
Jo Anna Ritchey (Ray)  
224 Oaks Avenue 
Monrovia, CA 91016-2115  
(626) 359-1624 
joannaritchey@gmail.com 
 
Bural Larue (see Long Range Planning) 
Bud McMillin (see Treasurer) 

Susan Chaisson-Walblom (see Secretary) 
 
SEND ALL CHECKS TO PAT LARUE 
EXECUTIVE SECRECTARY/TREAS. 
SHOW CONSULTANT - NORTH 
Jack Williams (Judy) 
2608 Retirement Lane 
Placerville, CA  95667-3027 
(530) 622-3038 
jwilliams08@comcast.net 
 
SHOW CONSULTANT - SOUTH 
Bob Stultz (Jeane) 
757 Bellagio Terrace 
Redding, CA 96003 
(530) 243-3024 
Susan Chaisson-Walblom (see Secretary) 
 
SHOW COORDINATOR-09 
Marion Roberts (see Earth Science Studies) 
 
SHOW COORDINATOR-10 
Pat & Bural LaRue (see Executive Sec/Treas) 
 
SHOW COORDINATOR-11 
Ruth Bailey (see Parliamentarian) 
Jack Williams (see Show Consultant-North) 
 
SHOW DATES 
Susan Chaisson-Walblom (see Secretary)  
 
SLIDE &VIDEO LIBRARIAN 
Kathlyn Duncan, Chair 
13586 Andover Drive 
Magalia, CA 95954 
(530) 327-7927 
kathlynduncan@comcast.net 
Colleen McGann (see CFMS Rep to AFMS) 
 
TAX ADVISOR 
Mike Kokinos (Theresa) 
4620 Doe Street 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682-8478 
(530) 677-9333 
zeileitz@directcon.net 
 
Pat La Rue (see Executive Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
TROPHY COORDINATOR 
Frank Mullaney (Julaine) 
5705 Begonia Drive 
San Jose, CA 95124-6535 
(408) 266-1791  
rockyfiv@aol.com 
 
AD HOC COMMITTEES 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Omer Goeden (Kay), Chair 
9801 Amanita 
Tujunga, CA 91042 
(818) 353-9279 
sageit@aol.com 
 
Elizabeth Myers (Ernie) 
35705 San Antonio Valley Rd 
Livermore, CA  
(408) 987-3060 
eme2@wildblue.net 
 
Colleen McGann (see CFMS Rep to AFMS) 
Dick Pankey  (see Scholarship AFMS) 
Fred Ott (see 1st VP) 
 
DEMONSTRATOR DRECTORY 



Terry McMillin (Bud) 
1717 Oakdale Rd., Ste. O  
Modesto, CA 95355 
(209) 524-3494 
terry.mcmillin@yahoo.com 




