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By Bural LaRue

Farewell but not Good-bye!
This year has flown by faster than those jets I
used to work on. It was a good year with only
one or two small snags that had to be dealt with.
Our Earth Science Studies programs were well
attended. Financially we did end up in the black
on both camps. We had a large number of new
people attending and all had a great time.
Several clubs are sponsoring a club member to
camp now. That’s a great way to keep a happy
member.
We didn’t have any clubs volunteering to host
our shows at the beginning of the year. I’m
proud to say that now we have 2009 and 2010
spoken for and a bid will be presented at Visalia
for the 2011 show.
Our show hosted by CFMS this year was a big
success. I’m proud to say it was well attended
and was financially successful. I want to thank
all of you who helped put it together.
I also thank all those who served on
committees this past year. You made my job
easier. I hope your clubs acknowledge all the
extra work you do as a CFMS representative.
My hat goes off to all of you.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS
The CFMS Newsletter is published eleven (11)
times a year by the California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc., PO Box 1657,
Rialto, CA 92377-1657. Subscription: $5.50 per
year, January through December.
Not
prorated.

I bid you farewell, but not good-bye. You’ll find
me working somewhere on behalf of CFMS, the
best organization on the west coast.
Did you make someone smile or laugh today? I
hope so. Life is too short—remember to have
fun!

Promote Rockhounding
Display your sticker

Have a great day and a better tomorrow!

- Bural
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CFMS WEBSITE
CFMS on the Internet is accessible at
www. cf msin c. org.
Web Master is Don
Ogden. Editors are invited to download articles
for their bulletins from this website.

Send donations for CFMS Endowment Fund to:
Pat LaRue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, California 92377-1657

EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY/TREASURER

Send donations for AFMS Endowment Fund to:
Pat LaRue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, California 92377-1657

Pat LaRue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, CA 92377-1657
(909) 874-5664 FAX:(909) 874-7430
Email: bplaru e@earth lin k.n et

CFMS Calendar
March 20, 21, 22, 2009 - Petrified Wood Seminar Rocklin, CA

CFMS INSURANCE CONTACT

April 17, 18, 19, 2009 - CFMS Show and Convention San Jose, CA

McDaniel Insurance Services
PO Box 1294, Ojai, CA 93024
805-646-9948 or 800-400-7288
805-646-9976 Fax
Email: mcins@west.net

May 17th through May 23rd, 2009 - Camp Paradise
November 15th through 22nd, 2009 - Zzyzx

Bud McMillin, Insurance Chair
1717 Oakdale Rd. Ste. O
Modesto, CA 95355-3066
(209) 524-3494
(209) 527-8000 - Work
Email: bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com

From Your Editor (2008)
Don’t forget to update your Club
Listing in Rock and Gem Magazine!
Each club has only until January 1st, 2009
to email your society information to:
editor@rockngem.com (or mail it to Rock &
Gem Club Listing, P.O. Box 6925, Ventura,
CA 93006-9899).
Please provide your
club’s:
• Name
• Mailing Address*
• Telephone Number
• Website Address
• Email Address
• The city and state in which your
club meets
* you may request that your club’s
address not be published

TO REPORT A CLAIM
Report claims as soon as possible to Patt
McDaniel at 1-800-400-7288.
If no one is
immediately available, and/or during nonbusiness and weekend hours, call 1-800-2524670.

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER DUE
TO EDITOR BY 5th OF MONTH
Jim Brace-Thompson, Editor 2009
7319 Eisenhower Street
Ventura, California 93003-2511
(805) 659-3577
Email: jbraceth@roadrunner.com

- Fred

ANYTIME

p.s. THANKS to everyone who contributed
articles to the 2008 CFMS Newsletters! I
encourage everyone, even those who are
not officers or chairpersons, to consider
submitting an article of interest in 2009.

Send donations for CFMS Scholarship Fund
to:
Pat LaRue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, California 92377-1657
Send donations for AFMS Scholarship Fund to:
Sue Reeves
PO Box 1899
San Andreas, California 95249
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Hurricane Ike. I was already on my way when I
got the news so Betty and I just kept going.
Since I was pulling my trailer, hotel availability
was not an issue for us. We arrived at the Civic
Center in Humble to find out that the show was
going on as planned. Betty was going to the
show to represent the Ye Old Timers Mineral
Club and present checks to the AFMS
Endowment Fund and the Scholarship Fund.

ALL AMERICAN REPORT
By Dot Beachler
Since AFMS meeting was cancelled due to
Hurricane Ike, the CFMS books judged by the
AFMS were sent back to the CFMS to be
delivered to the clubs. The judging results are:

ALAA is having a slow year due in part to a lack
of a newsletter editor. ALAA usually holds its
annual meeting and election of officers at the
AFMS meeting/show. Unfortunately, President
Bob Carlson and the other officers and directors
were among those with “no room at the inn”
and were unable to attend. I thought that it
was important for ALAA to have a presence at
the Show so I scheduled a meeting for Saturday
afternoon. Since I was helping Betty at the
YOTMC information table I posted a sign inviting
all ALAA members and any interested people to
attend. I put out a sign-up sheet and hoped; I
got a few questions about what is ALAA and
what do they do and I got a couple of sign-ups.

Mother Lode Mineral Society, large club,
received a Gold Award.
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society,
small club, received a Silver Award.
This speaks well for the CFMS clubs as this is a
national award.
By this time, all clubs entering the Awards
Program this next year should be collecting data.
The due date is earlier—JAN. 31, 2009

-

Dot

So on Saturday afternoon, September 27th, the
ALAA meeting was called to order by Vice
President Dick Pankey. As no other officers nor
directors were present, this was not a “formal”
meeting.” The purpose was 5 fold: for ALAA to
have a presence at this show; to get things
moving again; create some visibility and
enthusiasm
for
ALAA;
discuss
pending
legislation that will affect rockhounds; and
highlight the need for an editor for the ALAA
Newsletter.

CFMS FIELD TRIPS
NORTH
By Dave Muster
TROUBLING TIMES
These are troubling times!
The E.P.A., the
B.L.M. and some politicians seem to be “hell
bent” on closing our public lands!

Meeting Highlights:

Rockhounds are few in number. Other, larger
groups are fighting, but to no avail.
If you know where to get rocks, you’d better go
and take a camera. Soon it will all be history of
what we used to be able to do when there were
public lands!

•

There were 6 people attending; 1 from
NFMS, 4 from MWF and me from the
CFMS. We started with self introductions.

•

A problem – PLAC Chairs in some
federations have not been filled. There
is a lack of leadership, continuity and
central focus. A person is needed in
every federation and every society.

•

Need – a list of Federation Web Masters
and Bulletin Editors.

•

Need – lists of who to write to and their
addresses for both Congress and federal
agencies.
Since
we
need
to
communicate nationally how to identify
people to contact and how to get contact
information.

- Dave

ALAA at the SCFMS Show
By Dick Pankey,
Vice President, ALAA
As you are all well aware of by now, the AFMS
meetings at Humble were canceled because of
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•

Need – more information about Blue
Ribbon Coalition and how to get on their
E-mail Alert list.

•

Need – an editor for the ALAA Newsletter.
We have not had an editor since 12/07
when Kitty Starbuck did her last issue.
Communication with the membership is
drastically needed.

•

Objective – encourage membership in
ALAA for both individuals and societies.

•

Idea – because there is often a “need for
speed” to respond to legislative and
agency
activities
ALAA
should
communicate through e-mail. (I believe
AFMS President Shirley Leeson is already
working on this.)

•

Need – increased visibility, action, and
leadership from ALAA on pending
legislation and BLM/FS activities.

•

Problem – there is a marked increase in
legislative activity and federal agency
activity that restricts our collecting
activities and access to our public lands.
Many of our local society membership
seem to be uninformed, ill informed and
complacent about what is happening and
what can be done about it. All of us who
“know”, all of us who are “informed”, all
of us who “care” must help the others to
“know”, to get “informed” and to “care.”
And then we must all take the next step
and get involved by writing letters and
e-mails, attending meetings and taking
action.

•

interested and involved, to submit articles to
me. Due date for submission is December
8th. I prefer to get your article by e-mail
attachment (as a Word Doc) or in the body
of the e-mail.

- Dick

A BRIGHT IDEA
FOR
HIGHLIGHTING EARTH
RESOURCES FOR KIDS
By Jim Brace-Thompson
Junior Activities Chair
Last month, I highlighted 16 everyday products
and the minerals that went into them.
I
encourage clubs to put together a collection like
this because it can serve as a valuable
educational resource.
If you’re using the
AFMS/FRA badge program with your pebble
pups and junior members, such a collection can
help your club’s kids earn their Earth Resources
badge. In addition, the collection comes in
handy if your club helps Boy Scouts or Girl
Scouts earn their earth sciences merit badges
or loops. And it’s a fun, informative display for
school presentations.
At the end of my article, I noted that the
Mineral Information Institute (MII) web site
(www.mii.org)
offers
several
ready-made
packets for download from their “Dig a Little
Deeper Series” with info and activities of all
sorts to use to illustrate to kids the mineral
sources of everyday objects. I noted that one I
especially like is “How Many Minerals Does it
Take to Make a Light Bulb?” I’ve had two folks
call me to ask for more details about that, in
particular, so here goes!

Our meeting was adjourned with the
satisfaction that we did something today
and left with a little more enthusiasm
and commitment.

So what are the next steps for ALAA? A
number one priority for me is a new (willing,
enthusiastic, committed) Editor for our
Newsletter. The ALAA Newsletter is only
published 4 times a year and thus the need
for more timely communication through email. If you would like more information
about this job as editor or if you would like
to volunteer, please contact me at
dickpankey@juno.com. In the interim I am
volunteering to edit the next issue (ONE
ISSUE) of the ALAA Newsletter in December.
Therefore, I am calling on all officers and
directors of ALAA, and all people that are

Per the MII sheet, the bulb is soft glass made
from silica, trona (or soda ash), lime, coal, and
salt. The filament is made from tungsten. The
lead-in-wires are made of copper and nickel.
Tie wires are made of molybdenum. Wires
contained in the glass stem press are made of
a combination of a nickel-iron alloy core and a
copper sleeve. The fuse is made of nickel,
manganese, copper and/or silicon alloys.
Support wires are made of molybdenum. The
button and button rod are glass, made of the
same minerals as the bulb, plus lead for greater
strength.
The heat deflector is made of
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know that his name has been suggested for
nomination. I wish everyone would take a few
minutes to think of someone who deserves to
be recognized for special things that they do for
the CFMS and take a few minutes to send me a
nomination for this award with list of their
qualifications.

aluminum (from bauxite ore). The base is
made of brass (copper + zinc) or aluminum.
And finally, the bulb is filled with a gas that’s
usually a mixture of nitrogen and argon.
All this in a little light bulb! Who woulda thunk
it? So to dramatically illustrate to kids just how
many minerals go into their everyday life, look
no further than a single light bulb! It’s a bright
idea for educating while, as always, having fun!

-

Mail your suggestions to Isabella Burns, 1038
Bradshawe Ave.. Monterey Park, A 91754 or
isnbll@aol.com

Jim

- Izzie

BULLETIN AIDS
By Doug Arnold

CFMS Field Trips – North
Seminar

The deadline for submitting your bulletins and
articles for the 2009 Bulletin Contest is fast
approaching.
The deadline for mailing is
December 10th and it is an important deadline
to remember this year because the next CFMS
show is earlier in 2009 and I need to get this
material to the judges. Thanks for your help!
If you have any questions, drop me an email at:
oldjasper@verizon.net or call me at 760-8857409.

By Dick Pankey
Contra Costa M&GS

What Rockhounds Need to Know
About Claims
Every rockhound who has collected on
BLM or Forest Service land has come upon claim
markers and wondered “what should I do now?”
Are they old or new? Is the claim active? May
I/should I enter? May I collect? This Seminar
will answer these questions and more.
Dr
Gregg Wilkerson from the Bakersfield BLM
District Office will be the presenter and address
the following topics at this seminar:

To mail entries, send them to: Doug Arnold,
11823 Buckwheat Rd., P.O. Box 720466, Pinon
Hills, California 92372. If it’s sent UPS or
Fedex, it comes to the house; if it’s sent via the
post office, it goes to our PO Box because we
don’t have mail delivery out here on the desert.
I’m looking forward to seeing your entries.

•

I didn’t catch all the 2007s and 2008s in the
forms and rules but they are all for the 2009
contest and they can be found on the CFMS
website.

•
•

- Doug

•
•

GOLDEN BEAR AWARD
BY Isabella Burns

•
•

The CFMS Golden Bear Awards are presented
each year at the Convention Meeting to a
CFMS Member who has contributed outstanding
services to our organization. This is a very
special award that is meant to honor a person
who makes us proud of what he or she has
done for the CFMS.

General overview and history of claims
and claiming. What it means when a
piece of land is claimed.
Current status of claim procedures.
What is “claimable”?
What are the rights and obligations of a
Claim Holder?
What are the rights and obligations of
the public in respect to a claim?
Use of claims to have and maintain
access to rockhounding areas.
How to stake and file a claim.
Where and how to get information about
claims and claimed land?

This seminar will be hosted by the
Contra Costa M&GS on Saturday, March 21,
2009 at the Community Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburg, CA.
An announcement flier with
details and directions is available on the CFMS
Web Site - www.cfmsinc.org. This seminar is
for field trip leaders and all rockhounds who

This award is meant to be a surprise to the
recipient, so please do not let the nominee
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enjoy collecting and using our public lands; all
CFMS society members and guests are welcome.

neighbor stop by to check in. Elderly people
who live by themselves should be in touch with
someone at least once a day.

Mark your calendar now for Saturday,
March 21, 2009, watch for the announcement
flier and plan to attend this important and
informative seminar.

If they become ill – urge them to see their
physician. Take them to the appointment if
necessary.

- Dick

Key telephone numbers, such as their family
physician, emergency ambulance services, a
relative or close friend or both, and a
community emergency number, such as 9-1-1,
should be placed on the refrigerator door as a
reminder to you and those who may need to
help.
American Red Cross Solutions
If you need to provide care for an elderly
relative or parent, the American Red Cross can
help. The Red Cross Family Caregiving program
offers you a helping hand by providing
information that can help you provide the best
care possible for your loved one. Topics include
home
safety,
healthy
eating,
bathing,
positioning and helping your loved one move,
and legal and financial issues. There's even a
section that helps you take care of yourself as
the caregiver.

SAFETY
By Chuck McKie
(via American Red Cross)
Caring for the Elderly in the Winter Months
Is
your
loved-one
at
risk?
While some say winter is the season to be
merry, it's also the season for cold weather's
most prevalent dangers: hypothermia, slips,
falls and the flu. The elderly are especially
susceptible to winter trauma and it is extremely
important be aware of the risks they face. Did
you know:

- Chuck

Older adults are at greater risk for cold injuries
because the body's ability to maintain a
constant internal temperature decreases with
age. Research shows that thousands of
vulnerable,
elderly
people
are
dying
unnecessarily each year because their homes
are too cold.

Inter-Regional
Rockhound Rendezvous
By Dick Pankey

Slips and falls occur more commonly in the
winter months due to snow and ice
accumulation. A slip or fall outside may force an
elderly person to lie outside for long periods of
time before anyone finds them. If they are not
properly dressed, hypothermia can set in on top
of any injury from the fall.

Inter–Regional Field Trips
Our next Inter-regional Rockhound Rendezvous
is schedule for May 20-25, 2009 (Memorial Day
Weekend) to Davis Creek/Lassen Creek for
OBSIDIAN!!! The Rendezvous is hosted by the
NFMS and the CFMS.

Older adults are at the greatest risk of getting
complications from the flu, such as pneumonia
and dehydration. The elderly have diminished
cough and gag reflexes. Their immune systems
are also not as strong.

Davis Creek/Lassen Creek is the premier
California obsidian collecting area with an
abundance of a great variety of beautiful
obsidian. This area is noted for sheen obsidian:
multi-colored rainbow, electric blue, green,
mahogany-gold, silver, gold and pink sheen.
Also to be found is mahogany, lace, double flow
and needle obsidian. This area is located on
Buck Mt. in the heart of the Modoc National
Forest. The altitude ranges from 5000 to 7000
feet. A free permit is required for collecting

Safety Precautions:
If you have an elderly relative or neighbor that
lives alone, there are special precautions you
can take to help ensure their safety.
Call or stop by each day to make sure they are
okay. If you don't live nearby – have a friend or
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which will be available at camp. In addition to
the daily collecting trips we will have potluck
dinners, happy hours, speakers, evening
campfires, knapping demonstrations, tailgate
displays, map exchange, and a great rockhound
get-together.

2009 AFMS
WEBMASTER CONTEST
By Merryan O’Neill, Committee Member

Davis Creek/Lassen Creek is in the extreme
northeastern corner of California on Highway
395, between Alturas, CA, and Lakeview, OR.
The collecting area is in the mountains
behind the little town of Davis Creek, which
is 22 miles north of Alturas. Some supplies
and gasoline are available at the general
store; also ice cream on a hot afternoon.
The people at the store are very helpful and
prices are reasonable. They can give advice
on the road conditions and other local
information.

It’s official! The AFMS Officers and Directors
have just voted to create an AFMS
Webmasters’ Contest on a three-year trial
basis. Phyllis George, chairperson for the AFMS
Webmasters’ Contest committee, has worked
diligently to get the contest underway for this
year.
The competition will attempt to determine the
effectiveness of the society’s web site in
providing information for (1) attracting new
members; (2) providing information for
members; and (3) publicizing the society’s
activities, such as shows, to the general public.
There will be no attempt to determine the
quality or capabilities of the society.

There are two established campgrounds
convenient to the collecting areas, although
you can camp in many locations throughout
the
mountains.
The
Plum
Valley
Campground has many trees and a stream,
but the interior roads are somewhat rough
and narrow. Large trailers and motor homes
may have difficulty.

To
participate
in
the
contest,
society
webmasters need to fill out an entry form and
send it to the Webmasters’ Contest committee
member from his or her respective federation
region. I will be the Webmasters’ Contest
committee member for the California Federation
of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS).

A much larger campground that can handle
any size rig is the Lassen Creek Campground.
This is the campground we will use for our
rendezvous.
This is a beautiful, spacious
campground with enough room for our group
and all of our planned activities. There is a
stream and big tall pine trees. No facilities
are available at any of the campgrounds,
except for well maintained pit toilets. All
trash must be carried back out. Motels and
full hook-up campgrounds are available in
Alturas and Lakeview.

This year, the due date for entering the
Webmasters’ Contest at the CFMS regional
level is December 15, 2008.
The AFMS Webmasters’ Contest forms and
guidelines are available in pdf format on the
CFMS web site (http://www.cfmsinc.org) and
the AFMS web site (http://www.amfed.org).
Please note that, while the information might
show other dates, the deadline for CFMS entries
is December 15, 2008.

There are a lot of other rockhounding
opportunities
within
100
miles
of
our
Rendezvous site: sunstones, opal, petrified
wood, other obsidian sites, geodes and more.
The Rendezvous is a good way to start your
summer collecting tour. So mark your calendar
– May 20 to 25, 2009, watch for the trip flier
for all the details and start making your plans to
join us for another great Inter-regional
Rockhound Rendezvous. The trip flier and other
information for the Rendezvous will be posted
on the CFMS web site, www.cfmsinc.org in
December and other federation web sites.

The CFMS regional results will be announced
and awards given at the CFMS Bulletin Editors’
Breakfast at the CFMS/Santa Clara Valley Gem
& Mineral Society joint Show & Convention in
San Jose, California, April 17-19, 2009.
The first place web site from the CFMS will
advance to compete against the first place
winners from the other regions. The AFMS level
winner will be announced and awards given at

- Dick
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the AFMS Bulletin Editors’ Breakfast at the
AFMS/NFMS joint Show & Convention in Billings,
Montana, July 31-August 2, 2009.

positions
on
California
Recreation
Resource
Advisory
Committee"
(BLMCalifornia
news
release,
10/31/08)
Nominations are now being accepted through
January 5, 2009 for three positions on the 11member Pacific Southwest Region California
Recreation Resource Advisory Committee:
Winter
motorized
recreation
such
as
snowmobiling; hunting and fishing; and
motorized outfitting and guiding or local
environmental groups. The RRAC provides
recommendations on recreation fees for federal
lands within the state of California, including
Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service
recreation sites.

Please complete the AFMS Webmasters’
Contest 2009 Entry Form and (preferably)
email the form to me as a pdf attachment. I’ll
be emailing webmasters soon to go over options
and more details.
EMAIL to:

eldoradorocks49@yahoo.com
Use the subject: WEBMASTERS
CONTEST

or MAIL to:

Merryan O’Neill
P. O. Box 300
El Dorado, CA 95623

-

http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/newsroom/2
008/october/USFSBLM_RRAC_nominations.html

Merryan

- John

Public Lands Advisory
FROM THE DESK OF
CHERI GEORGE

Committee - South
By John Martin

IT’S A WILD AND CRAZY
WORLD OUT THERE!!

There has been a lot of legislation created
during this year that could, if enacted, eliminate
some of our collecting areas and control what
we are allowed to collect from public lands. I
want to thank all of you who did respond to the
articles that were published in the CFMS
Newsletters and the emails that were feverishly
sent out. Every comment and letter sent to
your legislator has helped in keeping our
collecting areas open for future generations.
There is still a lot of work to do in order to
protect our collecting areas from governmental
closure, so keep informed and keep your
legislators informed on your concerns. I will
keep researching and tracking the bills before
congress and let those, willing to fight to keep
public lands open, informed on the progress. It
has been an honor to serve as your CFMS PLAC
South representative for the last several years
and together we can continue the work that has
been started. We must continue to inform our
legislators for the need to keep public lands
open to the public, for all to use. Thank you
again for all of your support and hard work.

When you start out as a Potter making
pretty little pots from wet and muddy
clay, shaping them on a potter‘s wheel or by
making them from slabs and strips cut out on a
table you find the muddy little things becoming
like your very own child. You protect them
through the drying process, the first firing, and
the glazing the final firing, only to sit back and
look at them when you have finished and
wonder where all that came from. It gets really
weird when someone comes up to you and says
“Oh, I would love to have that!” What!? My
BABY!!??
It’s also just as bad when you make a couple of
small stained glass boxes, after lots of little cuts
and some considerable planning to make all
those angular pieces fit into the right place
without falling apart before you get it soldered.
I think it is the mirrors in the lid that hooks
them into NEEDING to have one of those on
their very own table or dresser. It gets even
more interesting when the hobby turns into the
ART and the kaleidoscopes fly out of your
workshop faster than you can create them.
“Mirror, mirror, now where did I put that box of
mirror strips?”

Also:
"Bureau of Land Management & U.S. Forest
Service seeking nominations for key
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But I find that the worst part of being creative
is after the actual making of the pieces. It is the
deciding what to do with all the pieces you have
made and that are filling up drawers and
cupboards in the workshop, when they could be
out there being enjoyed by someone else.

CFMS INSURANCE
By Bud McMillin

When people ask me if I will be selling a piece I
have made, or if it is for sale now, and how
much it is I just cringe. It is so difficult to
decide when and if to let one of my children go,
so far from home, to some strange place. Go to
live with ANOTHER MOTHER; sheesh, what
must they think of me!!

I would like to THANK Patt McDaniel from
McDaniel Insurance Services for spending time
with us on Saturday afternoon after the
business meeting. I do regret that the business
meeting went a little long and we were only
able to spend about an hour with Patt in the
meeting room and another hour with Patt in the
hallway. We had some great discussions and
will have the questions and answers for you
next month. Next month we will also have the
new website for McDaniel Insurance Services
where you can go on line and print any one of
the four policies McDaniels has available for the
CFMS. This Q&A session was a first for the
CFMS, a first for Patt and me and we are
treating it as a learning experience and hope to
have an improved session next year. If you
have any questions - remember - you can call
me or give Patt a call directly. Again, on behalf
of the 32 people attending the Q&A session,
THANK YOU, Patt, for everything you do for our
CFMS.

I see all these people who make these fabulous
pieces in magazines and I wonder if they too
have the problem of just letting go. Do they get
tears in their eyes when they sell one of their
pieces they have worked so hard on, for so
many long hours? Or is it just me?
I keep trying to learn something new all the
time; I want to make new things and I never
think that I can ever learn enough. No matter
how old I get, I will always be interested in
learning more. So, how can I be an artist? I
always tell people I am a student of craft. I
want to learn, to know, to make, and to teach.
I am not the most terrific teacher or artist in the
world (I hear you sniggering); I can’t even
remember when the first time was that I was
called an Artist, but I can tell you that it really
took me by surprise. I think I still think I am
just someone who makes things because it is
fun, who teaches because it makes me happy to
see other people enjoying what I do, and who
wants everyone out there to see what is
possible if they will try it too.

-

- Bud

CRMS SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
By Jennifer Haley
The end of the year is just around the corner
and soon we’ll begin a brand new year of
celebrating our hobby together. I want to thank
all of you who graciously gave donations to
make this year a grand year for our scholarship
fund. Every one of your gifts helps our
scholarship fund grow exponentially for next
year and for years to come. Please take the
time with your club members to talk about the
CFMS scholarship fund and how gratifying it
feels to be a part of something so special. You
make big things happen and dreams come true.
Let’s
all
contribute
next
year!

Cheri

p.s. As I am being replaced for the next year as
your Program Aids Chair, I wish to thank each
and every one of you for your kindness and
your help in maintaining the fine quality of our
Speaker’s Forum for the last 4+ years. I have
truly been honored to have been allowed to
serve the CFMS in this capacity and look
forward to seeing you in the future.

- Jennifer
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CFMS and Your Society

LONG RANGE
PLANNING

Your Society’s Name:

By Dick Pankey,
Chairman

______________________________________
1. Are you attending this CFMS meeting as a
Federation Officer or alternate for your society
for the first time? [ ] Yes; [ ] No; [ ] Did not
attend. How many Directors’ meetings have
you attended? _______

I am within hours of leaving for an extended
trip ultimately to the AFMS Show and Meetings
in Humble, TX and didn’t have a Long Range
Planning report when I got a fantastic e-mail
from Jennifer Haley, from the Napa Valley R&GC.
She had just read my LR Planning article in the
September CFMS Newsletter “on line.” Here is
what she sent me:

2. Did this Federation Meeting meet your
expectations and why/why not?

“Hi Dick,
Just read the online version of the CFMS
newsletter and saw your article. Ultimately, it
should be up to the President and Federation
Director of each club to take the time to cover
any questions the CFMS Committees have and
are wanting feedback on. It should be taking
place during a club meeting and to make sure
everyone sits and spends time on this so it can
be sent in to you. There's nothing worse than
asking for help or feedback and not getting any
or not enough so you that you feel heard. One
possible idea: Have a Long Range Planning
sheet printed up and included in the November
Federation packet with the following, and don't
let anyone out until they fill it in and hand it in
to someone as they go out the door. Have
some choice questions on that sheet with room
for comments. Here are possible questions to
get peoples attention and to see what we can
jointly do to help increase club involvement with
CFMS and within the clubs themselves. I think
we would learn a lot. I think we will find that
there is a break down of communication within
the clubs themselves. Frankly, I think all of you
at CFMS are doing a FANTASTIC job but these
questions asked and answered would be pretty
interesting. At least it will make people think
and bring the responsibility back on them, and
it's a way to "trouble shoot" for those of you
who are leading the pack. Think of this like a
fossil dig.......
- Jennifer”

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

So, please take a moment to complete the
following questionnaire and forward it to me at:

(c) Will you report to your society members at
your next meeting? [ ] Yes; [ ] No.

3. What are the three biggest reasons why you
think we hold these meetings twice a year?
(a)____________________________________
______________________________________
(b)____________________________________
______________________________________
(c)____________________________________
______________________________________
4. How do YOU personally
attending these meetings?

benefit

from

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
5. As a Federation Director, how will you bring
back what you learned here today to your
society? Check all that apply.
(a) Will you write a report for your society
bulletin? [ ] Yes; [ ] No.
(b) Will you report to your board members? [ ]
Yes; [ ] No.

(d) Another way? [ ] Yes; [ ] No. How?

4310 Kingsly Drive, Pittsburg, CA 94565.

______________________________________
______________________________________

- Dick
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6. Will you report on each and every committee
report which was covered today? If not what
are the committee reports you won't touch upon
and why?

during this year? [ ] American Club; [ ]
Education Thru Sharing; [ ] Bulletin Competition;
[ ] Field Trips; [ ] Scholarship; [ ] Cab Cases;
[ ] Endowment Fund; [ ] Show Dates; [ ]
Slide/Video Library; [ ] Earth Science Studies;
[ ] Junior Activities; [ ] Podium People; [ ]
Demonstrator Directory; [ ] PLAC; [ ] Tax
Advisor; [ ] Legal Advisor; [ ] Other?
______________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

12. What has been your society’s involvement
with neighboring societies this year?

7. Have any of your members been actively
involved in CFMS activities over the course of 5
years as an officer or on a committee, other
than participating as a federation director? Yes
[ ] No [ ] Don't Know [ ]

______________________________________
______________________________________
[ ] None.

If no, do you think members in your society
would like to participate in the Federation?

13. Do you invite other societies to your
programs and events other than shows? [ ] Yes;
[ ] No. Other ways:

[ ] Yes; [ ] No; [ ] Don't Know. If not, why
not?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

8. How have members of your society
participated in a CFMS Show in the past 5 years?

14. Have any of your society members attended
another Federation’s Show? [ ] Yes; [ ] No.
What was their experience?

[ ] As an exhibitor; [ ] As a dealer; [ ] CFMS
competitions; [ ] Volunteer; [ ] Don't know; [ ]
Just for fun; [ ] No one has participated.

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

9. If members of your society haven't
participated in a CFMS Show in the last 5 years,
why not?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

15. Collectively, how long have you been a
member of your society or other societies
affiliated with CFMS? ___ years. ([ ] Just
joined a club this year?).

10. What educational programs has your society
or members been involved with during this year?

16. How long has
representing
been
CFMS?__________

[ ] Podium People; [ ] Demonstrator Directory;
[ ] Field Trips; [ ] Community Events; [ ] CFMS
Zzyzx; [ ] CFMS Camp Paradise; [ ] Slide &
Video Programs; [ ] Schools/Scouts; [ ] Junior
Activities; Other?

the society you
a
member

are
of

17. Additional comments, ideas, questions, etc.:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________
11. In what CFMS/AFMS programs has your
society or members been involved or used
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CFMS SHOWS AND EVENTS
CFMS SHOWS AND
EVENTS
We will put in all shows and
events sponsored by a CFMS
Club or Society. Please let me
know as soon as you have a
date.
APPLICATIONS MUST BE
IN WRITING
Email or mail to:
Susan Chaisson-Walblom,
Show Dates
42122 52nd St. West,
Quartz Hill, CA 93536
Email: slchaisson@yahoo.com

2008

FEBRUARY 27 & 28: NORTHRIDGE
Del Air Rockhounds Club
United Methodist Church
9650 Reseda Blvd. (at Superior Street)
Fri. 3p.m.-9:30 p.m. & Sat. 10a.m.-5p.m.
Julie Marin (818) 886-7190
http://delairrockhounds.blogspot.com
FEBRUARY 27 – MARCH 8: IMPERIAL
Imperial Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Gem & Mineral Building on Fairgrounds
Hours: Fri., Sat. & Sun. Noon – 10 pm
Monday thru Thursday 4 pm – 10 pm
Jim Strain (760) 356-2361
MARCH 6, 7 & 8: HAYWARD, CA
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley
Centennial Hall
22292 Foothill Blvd.
Hours: Fri. & Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5
Larry Ham (510) 887-9007
E-mail: showchair@mgscv.org
Webpage: www.mgscv.org

NOVEMBER 22 & 23: LIVERMORE, CA
Livermore Valley Lithophiles G & M Club
The ‘BARN’
3131 Pacific Ave. (East of Livermore Ave)
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4
Elizabeth Myers (408) 897-3060
Webpage: www.lithophiles.org

MARCH 7 & 8: ARCADIA, CA
Monrovia Rock Hounds Inc.
L.A. Co. Arboretum
301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia
Hours: 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. daily
JoAnna Ritchie (626) 359-1624
joannaritchey@gmail.com
www.moroks.com

NOVEMBER 22 &23: OXNARD, CA
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society
Performing Arts Center
800 Hobson Way, Oxnard
Hours: Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4
Miriam Tetreault (805) 642-5779
E-mail: miriamtetreault@hotmail.com
Webpage: oxnardgem.com

MARCH 7 & 8: VENTURA, CA
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society Ventura
County Fairgrounds
10 West Harbor Blvd., Ventura
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4
Andy Anderson (805) 987-0043
E-mail: vgms_editor@roadrunner.com
Webpage: www.vgms.org

DECEMBER 6 & 7: BARSTOW, CA
Mojave Desert Gem & Mineral Society
Cora Harper Community Center
841 S. Barstow Road
Hours: 10 am – 5 pm Both Days
Gene Haines (760) 256-0595
E-mail: email@mdgms.org
Webpage: www.mdgms.org

MARCH 14 & 15: SAN MARINO, CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society
San Marino Masonic Center
3130 Huntington Drive, San Marino
Hours: Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5
Drew Wilson (626) 298-1534
E-mail: todrew@sbcglobal.net

2009
JANUARY 17 & 18: EXETER, CA
Tule Gem & Mineral Society
Exeter Memorial Building
420 N. Kaweah, Exeter
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4
Margaret Buchmann (559) 739-0401
E-mail: mab@mindinfo.com
Webpage: tulegem.org
FEBRUARY 13 - 22: INDIO, CA
San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society
Riverside County Fair (Date Festival)
46350 Arabia Street, Indio
Hours: 10 am – 10 pm Daily
Bert Grisham (951) 849-1674
bert67@verizon.net

MARCH 14 & 15: TURLOCK, CA
Mother Lode Mineral Society
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds
900 N. Broadway, Turlock
Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 – 5
Bud & Terry McMillin (209) 524-3494
E-mail: terry.mcmillin@yahoo.com
Webpage: www.turlockgemshow.com
MARCH 14 & 15: SPRECKELS, CA
Salinas Valley Rock & Gem Club
Veteran’s Memorial Hall
th
5 & Llano Streets
Hours: 10 am – 5 pm Daily
Teri Beck (831) 679-2896
E-mail: taitani@cencentric.net
Webpage: salinasrockandgem.com
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MARCH 28 & 29: ROSEVILLE, CA
Roseville Rock Rollers
Placer County Fairgrounds
800 All America City Blvd., Roseville
Hours: Sat.10am–5pm; Sun.10am–4pm
Gloria Marie (530) 367-2262
E-mail
gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail.com
Webpage: www.rockrollers.com
MARCH 28 & 29: ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras “Frog Town USA” fairgrounds
Highway 49 in Angels Camp
Hours: Sat. 10am–5pm; Sun. 10am–4pm
Tak Iwata (209) 928-5579
Webpage: Calaverasgemandmineral.org
APRIL 3, 4 & 5: Bakersfield, CA
San Joaquin Valley Lapidary Society
Kern County Fairgrounds
1142 South P Street (corner Bell Terrace)
Hours: Fri. – Sun. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily
Lewis Helfrich Home (661) 323-2663
Cell (661) 378-4450
E-mail: lewsrocks@bak.rr.com
*CFMS SHOW and CONVENTION*
APRIL 17, 18 & 19, 2009: SAN JOSE
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Soc.
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose
Hours: Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun.10-5
Frank Mullaney (408) 265-1422
E-mail: info@scvgms.org
Webpage: www.scvgms.org
APRIL 18 & 19: LANCASTER, CA
Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club
Lancaster High School
nd
44701-32 St. West
Hours: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily
Vivian Watts (760) 373-1309
vivlea22@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com.av.gem
MAY 9 & 10: RENO, NV
Reno Gem & Mineral Society
Livestock Events Center Exhibit Hall
1350 Wells Avenue, Reno, NV
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 – 4
Ann Johnson (775) 544-4937
E-mail: ann.johnson.e@gmail.com
Webpage: www.renorockclub.com
MAY 30 & 31: GLENDORA, CA
Glendora GEMS
859 E. Sierra Madre Ave., Glendora
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4
Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638
Ybidwell2@aol.com

JUNE 5, 6, & 7: WOODLAND HILLS
Rockatomics Gem & Mineral Society
Pierce College
Victory & Mason (enter via Mason)
Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Gary Levitt (818) 993-3802
E-mail: Show@Rockatomics.org
Webpage: www.Rockatomics.org
NOVEMBER 7 & 8: LANCASTER, CA
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds
2551 West Ave. H & Hwy 14, Lancaster
Hours: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm Daily
Susan Chaisson-Walblom(661)943-1861
E-mail: slchaisson@yahoo.com
Webpage: www.palmdalegems.org

Don’t forget to turn your
Show information in as
soon as it is
available!!!
CFMS SHOW & CONVENTION
APRIL 17, 18 & 19, 2009
SAN JOSE
Santa Clara Valley
Gem & Mineral Society
Santa Clara County
Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road, San Jose
Hours: Friday 9-5
Saturday & Sunday 10-5
Frank Mullaney (408) 265-1422
E-mail: info@scvgms.org
Webpage: www.scvgms.org
Webpage: www.scvgms.org
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Field Trips – North Seminar

What Rockhounds Need to Know About Claims
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2009
Location: Community Presbyterian Church
200 East Leland Road, Pittsburg, California 94565
Hosted by: Contra Costs Mineral and Gem Society
Schedule:

8:30 – 9:00
9:00 – 12:00
12:00 – 1:00
1:00 – 3:00

Registration and coffee
Seminar presentations
Lunch
Conclude Seminar presentations

Cost: Cost of the seminar is $5.00 which includes coffee, a lunch of hot
dogs with all of the trimmings, chips and a beverage.
The presenter is Dr. Gregg Wilkerson from the Bakersfield BLM District
Office. He will speak on the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General overview and history of claims and claiming. What it means
when a piece of land is claimed.
Current status of claim procedure. What is “claimable”?
What are the rights and obligations of a Claim Holder?
What are the rights and obligations of the public in respect to a claim?
Use of claims to have and maintain access to rockhounding areas.
How to stake and file a claim.
Where and how to get information about claims and claimed land?

This seminar is for field trip leaders and all rockhounds who collect on
BLM and Forest Service land. All CFMS society members and guests are
welcome. Please reserve your place at this seminar by notifying Dick
Pankey at dickpankey@juno or 925-439-7509 no later than March 16th.
Directions: Take Hwy 4 to Pittsburg. Exit on to Railroad Ave. Go south on
Railroad to Leland Rd., approximately ½ miles. Turn left and go ¼ mile,
then turn right into church parking lot; follow orange signs. Proceed past
the church and turn left. Park and follow signs to the Social Hall. Easiest
access is from south side of church.
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