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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

The CFMS Newsletter § publishedeleven (11) times a
year by the Cadlifornia Federaion of Mineralogical
Societies|nc.,, PO Box 1657, Riab, CA 92377-1657.
Subsciption: $5.50 per year, Jan. through Dec.
prorated

CFMS WEBSITE

CFMS is accesdile atwww.cfmsinc.org Web Master
is Don Ogden. Edors are mvitedto download artiles
for ther bulleins from ths website.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER

Pat L&ue

PO Box 1657

Rialto, CA 92377-1657

(909) 874-56@ (909) 8747430 fax
Email: bplarue@earthlink.net

TO REPORT A CLAIM: Repat claims assoon as
possible to Pdat McDanielat1 (800)400-7288 If no
one is immedatdy avalable, ad/or during non-
bushessand weeknd hous,cal 1 (800) 2524670.

CFMS INSURANCE CONTACT:

McDaniel hsurance Service#c.
PO Box 1294

Ojai, CA 93024
(805)646-9948 0(800) 4007288
(805)848-9976 Fa

Email: mcins@west.net

Bud McMillin, Insurance Chair

1717 Cakdale Rd., Suite O

Modestg CA 95355

(209) 527-8000 work

Email: bud.mcmillin.b7yptatfarm.com

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER DUE TO
EDITOR BY 5th OF MONTH:

Pat La Rue, Editor

P.O. Box 1657

Rialto, CA 92377-1657
Email: bplarue@earthlink.net

Not

7
CFMS CALENDAR

Mar 1  Dues & Insurace past due

Mar 19-26Zyzxx Seminar

Apr 15 AFMS Program Competition du
Jun 9-11CFMS Show & meeting

Sep 3-9 Camp Paradise Seminar

Sep 10-16Camp Paradise Seminar

Officers and Committees: send me eve
dates ad due dateto inclue in this
section.

ANYTIME

Send domtions br CFMS Scholarship Fund to:
Pat L&Rue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, CA 92377-1657

Send domtions br AFMS Scholarship Fund to:
Sue Reeves
PO Box 1899
San Andres, CA 95249

Send domtions br CFMS Endbwment Fund to:
Pat L&Rue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, CA 92377-1657

Send domtions br AFMS Endowment Fund to:
Toby Cozns
4401 SN Hill Street
Seatle, WA 98116-1924

e
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ALL AMERI CAN CLUB
By Dot Beachler, CFN All American
Club Chair

As the dadline fa entry appro&hes, |
would like to encourage AL clubs to

enteg their booksin the All American
Award Program. For the past two months this
newsletterhasprinted a lrief review d the tems that

shauld be in your club book. It is hgoed that this will

enouragemore ¢tubsto enter  Also, lastmonth’s

newsleter had an aticle by Dick Panley encouaging

clubsto gve it a ry. Now I'm not sure aboutthe
cartwheds tha he pomised, but Wwould be delighted
to find analternative. Jat try me!

Again,this s a speciayear when we ce¢brdaethe 70th
anniversary of our own CFMS. Why not show that
your club is an ALL American Club on our 70"
birthday. Enty forms are awilable on ou CFMS
website, or Ill be glad to rail forms to you club.

Rememberdue dag is Feb28,2006.

ATTENTI ON DIRECTORS & CLUB
OFFICERS:

A letter from San Diego Minerd & Gem Sodety will

be coming to you mail box about the 1st of March

Pleasesee that thdresickent orclub Director gets this
informaton. Have your clubdiscuss thisit's importart.

It concernsa proposd for a CAM S Honoray Member.
This will be brought up athte Direcbr's meding in

Angels Canp in June.

Please b premred to vae.

Shirley Leeson
Director, San Diego Mineral & Gem Scociety

A NOTE FROM THE EXEC
SEC/TREAS

Keep those officer change formsoming in! Some
clubsare sill not providing he adiressesf pasms
who are to reeive the CGFMS Newsletter. | reedthis
information to keep my mailing list up to date. Don’t
forgetyour phoneande-mal contctinfo. information!

COMMUNI CATION—-AN IMPOR TANT

FACET OF KEEPING INFORMED
By Steve Weinberger, AF® Central Office

I know that | sound ke abroken reoord, repating the
same phrase ovaemdover agai. Unfortunatelylike that
brokenremrd,|I’'m studk in arut and need your help totge
out of it.

Here’'sthe phrasehtat I've been rpeaing. “Send mehe
listing of your officeis for 2006. Sendme thdisting o our
officers for 2006. Send me the liag of your oficers for
2006...”

In orde for the AFM S to £nd henewsletter to the officers
of your club who shoud be gettng it, | need you tosend

the list of your newy elected offcers to me Our

communicationis a 2way sreet You £ndme the info on
our new officers ard | seethat the AFMS Newsletter is

senttothem.

Why is this imporant? | know,mostof you and pur dub
members redly arent tha intereded in the American
Federation. “Why should you be?” you ask.

The American Federaan (AFMS) providesyour club and
thereforeyour club memberswith a varetyof servces that
makes our hobby easierand more enjoyable. For
exanmple...

The AFMS programcompetiton is the soume of many of
theslide and nowideoprogramstha are available o your
club for use @ meeing prograns though ar regonal
fedeaton. Many progams eah yeararegiven b your
regionalfederatdon at no charge sgou can borrowand use
them at me#ngs or shows.

The AFMS informs you of a varietyof legislatve “threats”
to our mllecing enjoyment so yourmembers can make

legislatorsaware of your concerns.

The AFM S provides useful $ety messages to helkeep
your menbers free of accidents.

Through the AFMS Scholarship Foundation, gradeat
studentsreeive fundsto hdp in their educational pursts.

There’smore, bu not enough gace to list it all.

Contnext page...
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TRUTH & SOME CONSEQUENCES
by Jon Spaunagle, Conservabn & Legislaton

Duringthe lastfew weeksthe year 2005, Gngresswas

trying to pas aBudget Bill entited Deficit Reduction
Act of 2005 (HR 4241) before adourning for the year

endholiday. Contained ina verson of the US Huse of
RepresentativeBill were two setions 6201 and 6202
that would make @angesto the Mining Law. One
sectbnincreased heanrualfeespad onmining daims

andincreasd, slightly, the $ze d a mining daim. A

secad sectionwould have removedhe prohibiton on

patenting a mining claim. This prohibition on paterts

was put into law in the mid ‘90s. The patening of a

mining claim tansfersfor a e, tre surfaceights on

public land to the claim owner ard thus is, in fact,

selling of public lands to private parties.

Because several sedions of this Budge bill were
controversid (includng this minng bill change ad a
provisionto open a small pamf the Arctc National
Wildlife Reseve (ANWAR), to oil drilling and other
provisions,this veasion of the Budget Bill fdled to get
enoughvotes b pas andwaswithdravn to be modified
to remove the controversal provisions. However,
Congressis still working on thisBudget Bill so sy
tuned. It is hard to predictvhat will happen when
Congressrecorvenes n lde Jaruary, 2006. The “sister”
legidation to thisHouse BIl isfoundunder Snae Bill
S-1932.

When| reviewedtheHouse Bill HR 241, | did not see
anymajorthreatto hobby cokkctorsin either secion of
theproposednining law provisions. Those irclined to
oppose the patentig of mining claims would feel
otherwise. However, | always deplore theshidden”
sedionsin what is aBill that shaild normally contain
budgetor gpropriatons bnguage aly. It justseems
to me that if these things reed to be changed then it
shauld be done, in this casein a sgarae Bill to change
the mining law. Hiding these provisions in these
gigartic lastminute Bulls thatige put togéterhurriedly
by staff membersand voéd on wth little deb&e and
even less kowledge of what althey conain is not
what most peofe | tak to think Congessshoutl be
doing. A recert examplel am reminded of is a Hill
passedh yearago hatconfainal a setion aeatng the
new “America the Beautiful Pass”, Federd Lands
RecreationEnhancement Act of 2004. This Act was
added as a section of the general appropriati@id

adjouning a year ago in November. We did not realize
what had happeed until January 1005 wten it was
alreadythelaw of the bnd.

Speakng of the “America the Beautiful Pasgd’expect that
there will be puwlic input oppatunites on the
devebpment,use,and catof the national passn 2006 in
preparatwn for implemenation in 2007. These
opportunities will be published in the Federal Regster.
We’'ll be wathingfor tham and ty to kee you informed.

There is nothing new to reporbn the Fossibill which
seemsto be bottled in the U$louse of Represdatives,
Naturd Resaurce Canmittee for now.

LASTLY, if you areawae ofanyhobbyprobkems n the
areaof my Committee’s rgmonsibility that | have not
written about, | would apprecia an email &
jonspe@uno.comor a phone call at (%0) 835-9313 to
alertme. This is big muntly to cover and yaur cancens
areimportart. | am very gratdul for all the feed back that
| have receved aswell as tps on whatis going on.

From AFMS Newsletter, 2006

Communication cont...

So let's communicate. $®nd me the infor on your new
officers—nameoffice and address foiou president, ethr
and federationdirector (liaison) or if you have nae, he
seqetay.

Send to ARMS Central Office
Steve Weinberger

PO Box 302

Glyndan, MD 21070-0302
410-8337926

central office@amfedorg

From AFMS Newsletter, 2006

PATIENCE istheability to idle your motor when yotieel
like stripping you gears.

From Midwest Federation Newsletter, 3/96, viaGlacial
Drifter, 498

(HR 4818) late in 2004. Was passed as Congress was

4


mailto:jonspe@juno.com
mailto:central_office@amfed.org

CFMS NEWSLETTER

March

SAFETY
By Chuck McKie, CFMS Safety
Chair

Quick Quiz....

More than 90%of the disstes the American Red
Cross responds toar

A) floods

B) tornadoes

C) residentl fires
D) hurricanes
Answer: C!

While catistophic disasers sut as arthquakesand
hurricanegyrab theheadines the American RedCross
works diligently behind the sEnes @y in and dayout
ensuing that families whose homes are destedyor
damagedy fire hawe thar basic comfort taken cag of
as they begin to repair theivés.Be it new clahing, a
placeto rest their heasl or a wam meal more than 800
chapters around the muntry are oncall, waiting to
provide aid to thé neighbors in ned.

Home fires arealmost always preventable. Yet sadly
every year,more than 4,000 people die in home fires
andover 25,000 ar injured. Hre Prevertion instruds
childrento tell anadut right avay if theyfind matches
or lighters or see someone playing with fire, matches
or lighters.

Childrenshould also kaw tha candles ae a fequent

causeof devastdhg fires n homes. Candls mustbe

keptwell awayfrom any cambugibleflammadle tems

or materials and mst neverbe kft unatendel. The

increasng popularity of candle usage hasd to a
dramatic increase inthe nunber of trayic fires. In case
of a power outag, families should use fldgights for

emergencylighting, not candles. In 2002, nore than
18,600 fires startedvith candles

Make Your Hom e Fire Safe

Install a smoke alarm outd¢ eacltsleepng area and on
each aditional level of your lome.

2006

If peofde sleeg with doas closed, install smoke alams
inside sleping areas, too.

Use the testbutton to check &d smoke alarm once a
month. When neessay, replace batteries immediately.
Replace all batteries at least om a year.

Vacuumawaycobwebsand dusfrom yair smde alams
monthly. Smoke darms bemme less sasitive over time.
Replace your snoke alarns every ten years.

Considerhaving oneor more working fire extinguishesin
your home. Get trainingrém the fie department in how
to use then. Consder nstlling an automatic fe sprnkler
sysem in your home.

Plan Your E scape Routes

Detemineatleasttwo waysto escge from everyroom of

yourhome. Consider escape laddesssle@ing areas on
thesecom or third floor. Learnhow to use then and store

them near thewindow.

Selecta locaion outside you home where eeryone would

meet after escaping. Practice your escape plan at least

twice a year.

DUES ARE DUE.
JUST A REMINDER
TO GET OUT THAT
CHECKBOOK!
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What's new with CFM S Slide,
VHS, DVD and CD Program
Library
By Bill Gissler, Libraian

Library U se:

During the past thregears(2003 -2009, program
loan requestaverage 80 per ye. VHS exceeded
Slide pragram requests ly neaty two to one Only
61 clubs of alkhe affiiated CFMS clubs have used
the library.

Programs for Juniors:

Looking for a VHS program for junior educational
programs? Here are someuggestions:

V-38...... Copper, 28 rmutes

V-41...... All Ab out Coal, 13minutes.

V-43...... Stay Out and Stay Alivell minutes

V-46...... Introductbn to Intasia, 26 minutes
V-61..... The Phyga Propeties d Minerals 42
minutes

V-65...... Sugar, Qiartz and Damonds:
Crystalline Perfection, 42 mines.

V-68...... The Rock Cycle, 30 rinutes.
V-96...... Mission: Science Dino Dig, 28 min
V-99..... Calfornia Sta¢ Mining and Mneral
Museum 35 mirutes.

V-107... Tree Stories, 28 mines.

V-108... Minerals, Germa and Qes, 25 mintes.

New Additions:

Theprogram libraty now indudes five DVD
programs.

DVD-1.....Tree Stories

DVD-2..... Rock of Ages

DVD-3..... Those FRabuous Thunder eggs - Rart 2

DVD-4..... Sedimentary and Vein Agates

DVD-5..... The Artof Gem Cuting
The Artof Gem Cuting is a nev addifon to the
librawy. Itisa 124 minu¢, pofessbnaly produed,
DVD by Fa-Ette Manufaturing. It descibes by
steps he pr@es ofsekcing rough sbnes,prepaing
thestone br autting, preforming the sbne,cuting
thebottom, rangerring thestone,cuting thetop and
cleanirg the stom. It is an excellehintroductory for a
work shop program on faceting.

EDUCATION THRU SHARING
By Loretta Qyden, CFMS Chair

FossilsFor Fun is pleassedto nominate
Don Palok asour Ro&hound ofthe
year for 2005. Almost from his first
meeting Don hasheen adively involved
in al our adivities He brings refreshnents to evey
meetng and 5 knownas te ‘cookie man As our Vice
President, Don has beenresporsible for arrangng some
really goodspeakers and other types d programs. Hes
always therewhen we need him. He hosts ou Board
meetings, and tvice--when we cald not hold air
educaibond meetngs at our reguhr ste-Don hal the
entireclub meet at hisiouse.

Don displays hs wonderful fos$s atseveralof our loc
shows,and is usually seenat ary local rockhaind event
suppoting other local cllbbs. We ae veryluck to have
suchanactivemember as Don, and want to acknowledge
and thank him for all Isi hard work.

submitedby Debbée Bunn

The Carmichael Gem & Mineral Society is pleasedto
nominate Victor de la Cruz as ouRockhour of the yar
for 2005. Mctor is one of hose quiet members whagt
helps out all aound. Setting up for and @daing up after
meetings, atendng Boad meeings heping with our
rummagesale, etc. Ewg year, Victor nvites the dub to
his home for our anual sunmer picnic. He gererously
shareshis garden bonty, and everybog always has a
really goodtime. Victor is a alentedlapidary arist and
hasdone som woncerful carvings. We hope sone da to
convincehim to enter themin competition. We are very
lucky to hare aclubmemberike Victor,and wanto thank
him for all he does.

Submited byDebbieBunn

Fairfield L apidary Society
Wallie and Vernon O'Connor, 33-year nembers

They have hedd many offices in the FLS and have
displayed atmany siows. He doesnany pograns fa us
andhe hasnadean nstucton videoslide progam forthe
CFMS. Theyshae their knowledge wih manypeople.
She has dne much publicity work with our local
newsmpers.

Submitted by Charles E McKie
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Education thru sharing cont...

The South Bay Lapidary Gem and Minera Club
wish to submit two members asROCKHOUND OF
THE YEAR. Larryand Leslie Hoskinsohave worked
side by side smce 1994. The positions thdwve filled
are as bllows. Vice Presdent Program chairman for
1994 1995, 196, 2003and 2004 Show chairman for
1998,1999, 2000They also lave cdonethe Donate and
Display numerous imes They havegiven talks and
programsabaut Opals to aher clubs. For oushow
Larry managd used bok table 1995, 96,97, hside
rocksklabs 2001, 02,03, 04,05. Leslie handed the
signup she¢ 95,96, 97,drawing and @natiors 1999
Workingdemonstaions2001,02,03 P. An anrouncer
2004,05. Ugl rocks2005 and dortéon awads 2005.
Leslie has scouted and arrangtnainstallation dnners
numeroustimes. Anytime thereis a postion to be
filled you can depend on Larry or Leslto do t. |
know | have missel someliing dong the way. Larry
and Le$ie ae a ged asse to ourclub.

Information submitedby Mary Sharp.Submited b the
CFMS by Oner Goeden

Dear Qubs,

The Holidays did heir bestto get me down but here
am jug one math into the Nev Yea. Thebeg news
is | now have Edwcaion Though Sharing pinsand |
will be mailing them to the 2005 recipients.If you
did not get ore for you 2004 winner pease l¢ me
know by email or telephone and will send t to you.
| bet | even have enough to give every sirgle club in

the CFMS one oever two. Soput me totheted and
sendme your club Rockhounaf the Year, Member
of the Yea or Member Recognition Award. | will

take it no mater what you calit. Hopeto hear from
you soon

Sincerely,
Loretta Ogden

WILLI AM “Bi IlI” TI RK
CFM S PRESIDENT 1975-76

Bill Tirk passed awy after a long illnes in Decenber,
2005. Bill was Treasurerdr San Diego Nheral& Gem
Society keginning in 1964, till he died inDecember.

Bill beganhiswork for the Caifornia Fedeation in 196
as Emblems & Decals Chair, he held the job fowo
years. In 1968 he worked on the mmmittee togetNon-
profit status fom the RS. h 1969 undr PresidentGus
Meister, Bill became GMS Treaswer. He was also
CFMS Treasuer in 1970 wha Toy Sab was CFMS
Presdent. Bill succeededhimself as CAVIS Treasurerm
1971 when LaDocia Hlis was GFMS President. Bill's
final yea as CFMS Treasuer was in 1972 when Alberta
Best was CFMS Presiden From thee Bil went
through the chairsfirst becoming 2 V.P, 1 V.P. ad
finally CFMS President in 1975-76. He presided ove
the Director's meeting at the Cow Palace, in San
Francisco, hosted by San Franciscoe® & Mineral
Society.

Bill, while CFMS President, wilbe remembered for
negotiating with Dave Wibur for our now famous
Benitoite specimen. Davewvent on to cdonate a sperb

natve silver specimen from Nevada for our leadtion

and a mmber of other specimens.

Bill was pat of the show committee when San Diego
Mineral & Gem hoged theshow in 1969. He was Chair

of the AFMS/CFMS Showin 1984. This wasa very
sucessul show with special exhibits coming from all
over the U.S. and seval foreign counties. And
spe&ers coming from as &r avay & IdarObersein,
Gemany. The speml show ph was he kst one
dedgned by Shar Choateand he moneywent b the
AFM S Scholarship Fund in emory of Sharr Choate.

Bill was inducted in to the Golden Bear family in 1987
This is reerved for very specialpeople who have served
the CFMS with didinction.

Bill's private life included time in the military, 3 Army,
6™ armoed Division under Geneal Patbn. He pent18
monthsovesea, during WWII. When he amehome
his time in the armoed dvision gave hm the
backgound to go to work m the Maintenance
Departnent for San Dieg Tran$t Company, going
through many pbs béore beoming sipenisor, a jd he
held for over 40years.
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Bill Tirk cont...

After retirement Bill and Mickey raveled a grat
ded, visiting most ofthe continentsuntil Mickey’s
deathseveral years ago

Bill was always proud of hiservce tothe CFMS,
and because of his work abreasirer for four years,
the CFMS was put on a sound business bais. Bill
was one who guaded he teasuy, etherthe CFMS
or SDMG with greatgusto! And we can be glad for
that. Many who knew Bill will remenber those
traits.

Thanks Bill for dl you did....

ShirleyLeeson, Histodn

AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

NEWS
By Dee Holand,Presdent

As reported edier our drive forthe unresicted goal
was successful We have contacted aHonoreesto
let them know hey have a seond sholardhip to
award, and all have done so.

We are 4ill receiving donatons maked
“unredricted” andthes are being putithe regicted
fund. If you plan b contribute @ the Fund this year
all the contrbutions will once agm be placed in
resticted fund so that theycan help geerate the
interest weuse for tle schdarships @ch year.

Your coninued supprt hasbeen gratifing. | can’t

thankall of you enough for youefforts on behalf of
the studens. We have keen reeiving money from
the court for resttution on a quartdy basis fom ou

former Treasuer. The final certificates fron South

Central for club donations were given outat their
Federation Convenion and Show in Deember,2005.
That completes the first year of @gving certificates to
each club which has dmated since their last
fedeaton stow.

Thanks again for your support in 2005. PFease llp
us build the fund for theuture.

From AFMS Newsletter, 2006

EARTH SCIENCES
By Cal Clason, CFNs Chairman

Wereit notfor procastnation, Iwouldn’'t haveanything
going for; but that only delays thdnevitabe, you mug
do it, or as Ireently read,“If you find yourself in a
hole, thefirst thing to dois stop diggng.” Oh well...

When this is published,Zzyzx will fastbe appoachng

and we are antiipating, weather cooperatg, another
sucessul semnar. As uswal all resevations were
quickly filled sowe have60 peopé who ae pka®d, ad

fortunaely | haven't had anyrritated phone callsso on
thatfront things are ging quite well | received a notie
from the University Consortium that beginning Juy

2006 the accupational rate in incease by one hird,

possibly making our use of the venue prohibite

without a sigrificant increase inthe fee we colled to

enable our cortinued sporsorshipof the senmars. As a
committeewe have yd to disaiss ths but will do so in
the nea future. Several remedies are wsside. | would

appreciate some help, espally if anyone lows of a
facility tha would meetour neds and be avalable. |

would welcome the informatn and will tiy to arange
an inspection and get he needed information tmake a
decsion.

Things do look a little beter from theothe end ¢ the
statt—Canp Paadise As most ewryone krows there
was concen that with the darge in owneship, we
would have acess to the camp. In tlephone
convasaions with Don Youncethe camp diecior, we
havea verkal commitment for ongoing successithough
a slight changein the time element. | haveequested an
ongong commitment in wriing, but as gt have not
receivedone. h thepast we preferred not to encqrass
Labor Day, but theirschedlle pre¢uded that so we have
the first two weeks ofSepgember his year—Set 39 and
Sept10-16. | feeéthat the majoity of the taffic is on
the previous Fridayand Monday leavig a two @y
window to make our jairneys less stressful. adk
Williams will be the coordinatordr the seminarrad day
to day operation. I'm sure he will have things well
organiza, offering our mo¢ popubhr dases and he
possibility of samehing rew. The registration forms
will be releasd in the May issue ofthe Newsleter and
the Web page about the sament. Although we are not
soresticted in numbes, | urge ealy registraton. At the
preent time everyhing seems to behapng up for
another succasful year in the Earth Science $ies.
We will keepyou posed.



