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Presidents Message 
Here is a cheery hello and a seasons greeting to each and everyone.  A time of the year to give 

thanks, to remember others, to help those not so fortunate, and to reflect on whether we have been 
naughty or nice.  Well?  Possibly I should not scrutinize the last part too thoroughly. 

It is really hard to realize that this is my last opportunity to greet you on the front page and 
reflect some of my thoughts and ideas, and to pass one some of the good ideas, and to pass on some of 
the good ideas I have been privileged to receive from others.  This has been a humbling but very 
rewarding three years for me.  The contact with the multi-talented people, the generosity of so many, 
the desire to always make thing better whether it is in the way we handle the day to day business or 
what we can return to the general membership, and what we can teach the public about our good earth.  
This was an opportunity and experience I will never forget and always cherish. 

I want to thank and express my great appreciation to all Committee Members for the superb 
participation and the fantastic response to the request for newsletter reports.  This was even better than 
reports direct to me because everyone has the opportunity to see what is going on, and on going.  I 
hope this is a trend that will continue and even grow.  My thanks to many of the past presidents for 
their help and advice, as I needed a lot of it.  Our working together makes the wheels roll smooth.  To 
the members of the executive committee, I give my thanks for your diligent work, and also offer my 
congratulations for stepping up when asked.  I have found a strong personal gratification and pleasure 
that I hope each of you will enjoy also.  Importantly I want to thank the many Federation Directors 
from each of the Societies who either attend the meetings or even make an effort to pass on the works 
and news.  I do hope to see more and more of you all the time. 

In that one of my big boo-boos of all times was to forget to introduce her at the awards banquet, 
I want to publicly thank my wife Vivien.  She has been my keyboard technician, supporter, critic, and 
mate for over 51 years.  

As a lame duck, that does not expect to go away quietly, I offer my thanks and congratulations 
to all the new officers and to the committee people and chairs for saying yes when asked by Colleen.  I 
offer my full support to Colleen and expect no less from everyone. 

With Respect for All, 
Marion Roberts 
President, 2005 
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The CFMS Newsletter is published eleven (11) 
times a year by the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc., PO Box 1657, 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657.  Subscription: $5.50 
per year, Jan. through Dec.  Not prorated. 
Postmaster:  send change of address to 
above address. 

CFMS Website 

CFMS on the Internet is accessible at 
www.cfmsinc.org.  Web Master is Don 
Ogden. Editors are invited to download articles 
for their bulletins from this website. 

EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
 (909) 874-5664  FAX:(909) 874-7430 
 Email:  bplarue@earthl ink.net

TO REPORT A CLAIM:  Report claims as 
soon as possible to Patt McDaniel at 1 (800) 
400-7288.  If no one is immediately available, 
and/or during non-business and weekend hours, 
call 1 (800) 252-4670. 

CFMS INSURANCE CONTACT 

McDaniel Insurance Services, Inc.  
PO Box 1294, Ojai, CA  93024  
805-646-9948 or 800-400-7288  
805-848-9976 Fax  
Email: mcins@west.net  

Fred Ott, Chair, Insurance Committee 
 3420 Coach Lane, Suite #4 
 Cameron Park, CA 95682 
 (530) 677-8440, wk (530) 677-5211 
Email: fred.ott.b8t5@statefarm.com 

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER 
DUE TO EDITOR BY 5th OF MONTH 

 Richard Pankey, Editor 
 4310 Kingsly Dr. 
 Pittsburg, CA  94565 
 (925) 439-7509 
 Email:  dickpankey@juno.com 

 

ANYTIME 

Send donations for CFMS Scholarship Fund to: 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 

Send donations for AFMS Scholarship Fund to: 

Montella Lopez 
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 

Send donations for CFMS Endowment Fund to: 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 

Send donations for AFMS Endowment Fund 
to: 

 Toby Cozens 
 4401 SW Hill Street 
 Seattle, WA  98116-1924 

ARTICLE INDEX 

President’s Message......................................... 1 
Contacts & Article Index ................................. 2 
Calendar & Editor Desk................................... 3 
Birthday, Dues& Insurance ............................. 4 
Insurance News................................................ 5 
Earth Science Studies & Teachers Award ....... 6 
All American Club & Field Trips - South ....... 7 
Education Thru Sharing................................... 8  
Juniors Report................................................ 10  
Safety ............................................................. 11 
State Mining Museum.................................... 12 
Publicity/Public Relations ............................. 13 
Internet........................................................... 14 
Slide & Video Library .......................... 15 & 16 
Show Dates .................................................... 16 
Officers, Chairs, & Committees ........... 17 & 18 
Shows Dates & Forms .......................................  
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CFMS CALENDAR 
2005 

DEC. 2 – 4 Gold Rock Ranch Field Trip 

DEC. 9  Bulletin Contest Entries due 

2006 
JAN. 1 Dues & insurance due. 

Feb. 1 Dues & insurance past due. 

FEB. 28 All American Club Book due 

MAR. 19 - 26  Zzyzx Earth Science Seminar 

APR. 15 AFMS Program Competitions 
Due 

JUNE 9 - 11 Federation Show & Meeting 

SEPT. 3 – 9 Paradise Earth Science Sem. 

SEPT. 10 – 16 Paradise Earth Science Sem. 

Officers and Committees: send me 
event dates and due dates to include in 

this section 

 
 
 

Promote Rockhounding, 
Display your sticker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From The Editor’s Desk 
 The job of Editor for the CFMS Newsletter 
is assigned to the 2nd Vice President for training 
and exposure to all the committees, activities and 
workings of the Federation.  And it has certainly 
done that for me.  It has put me at the center of 
communication between the Federation, the 
Officers and committees, and the societies and the 
membership. 
 The CFMS Newsletter and the CFMS web 
page is readily available to all societies and 
members.  It should be read by all people who are 
active and committed to their society, 
rockhounding, field trips, safety, public lands, 
junior programs, earth science education, 
museums, and all other such programs and 
activities. 
 When I took on this job last fall I requested, 
challenged all Officers and Committees to submit 
an article every issue, or at least 4 articles.  Most 
committees rose to the challenge and 
conscientiously sent me their article each month.  
Without their input we would not have had a 
Newsletter.  Without their input the societies and 
members would not know about the many 
programs and activities of our Federation. 

 

 Communication is the key to success of any 
organization.  It is a dialogue and in our case 
between the CFMS and the member societies.  It is 
a two-way exchange.  In the coming year we will 
be asking for feedback from the societies on 
membership, publicity and other important topics.  
We hope you listen for and participate in this 
communication. 
 Thank you all for your support and 
contributions. 
Dick Pankey, Editor 
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Special Birthday Wishes 

At the Directors’ Meeting in Visalia last weekend a very special milestone, record was brought 
to our attention.  We don’t usually publish birthdays in our Newsletter but this is a unique exception.  
Talk about a long time rockhound, the Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society has one.  On October 23rd 
Magie Cate Greene celebrated her 109th birthday.  She was president of the Long Beach Mineral 
& Gem Society in 1984 and is a member and served as president of the Long Beach Arts Association.   

Happy Birthday Margie Cate Greene from the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 

 

 

 

CFMS Dues and Insurance 
By Richard Pankey, 2nd Vice-President 

 It is that time of the year again.  The time when each society is to send in their: 

¾ Dues, which help pay for the 3 Newsletters, the services, the representation, the workings 
and the support that each society receives from CFMS and AFMS. 

¾ Insurance payment that protects each society with liability coverage for show, field trips 
meetings and more. 

¾ The Officer Change Form so that the Federation knows who you are, where you are and 
how to contact you. 

¾ Your supplemental insurance payment that protects your equipment and meeting place. 

¾ Your membership rooster as of December 31.  This is your rooster for 2005, not your 
2006 rooster.  These are the members who have been protected with liability insurance all 
year. 

 The dues of Membership Societies for CFMS are $1.50 annually per individual member, 
regardless of membership classification.  The only exception is for CFMS Honorary members.  Some 
clubs have interpreted this as meaning club or society honorary members, also.  The intent of the 
Bylaws was to exclude CFMS Honorary members only.  A change to the Bylaw was made in 2003 to 
add “CFMS” in front of Honorary in ARTICLE IV DUES: Section 1: to clarify any misunderstanding.  

 At our November 12th Directors’ Meeting the directors approved a $1.00 increase in the 
insurance charge to a total of $6.00 per “active” member.”  As defined by our insurance company 
(the basis for our rate) an “active member” is any member who attends one or more functions each 
year.  This includes activities such as, but not limited to, general membership meetings, annual picnics, 
Christmas gathering, field trips, participation in shop or classes, etc.  Any attendance and/or 
participation in a club activity creates liability exposure and therefore requires payment of the 
insurance charge.  Our insurance renewal date was October 16th and the Federation has already paid 
the entire premium for this year. 

 Dues are due and payable by January 1st based on your membership list as of December 31st, 
which should accompany the dues payment.  Dues and insurance for 2006 are $7.50 for all 
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classes of members and for all “active members.”  The dues/insurance payment form is in 
this Newsletter along with the Officer Change Form or they are available from your Director.   

The Officer Change Form is very important to your society and to CFMS.  It is contact 
information for your society and the information used to prepare the CFMS Society Roster.  It is 
important to your club that this form is completely and accurately filled out so that your club 
information is up to date.  This is the contact information that the Federation uses to notify your club, 
your Federation Director and your members of Federation news, events and happenings.  The 
importance of filling this form out completely was pointed out several times at the Directors’ Meeting.  
Too many clubs fail to provide contact information: addresses, telephone numbers and email 
addresses.  We need more than just a PO box, especially when your mail is only picked up once or 
twice a month.  At a minimum we need club contact information and the addresses of the 3 people that 
you designate to receive the CFMS Newsletter.  If you don’t want your officer’s addresses, etc., 
published please state that and Pat won’t publish them in the roster.  However, they need to be on file 
with our Executive Secretary so that CFMS can contact your club. 

The Information from your Officer Change Form is used to prepare the Society Roster.  The 
Society Roster is your link to the Federation and its member societies; it tells us who you are, where 
you are, where and when you hold your meetings, to whom to send the CFMS Newsletters and how to 
contact you.  It is extremely important that each society provide an email address/contact as well as a 
telephone number.  Email is faster and less expensive.  It is also very helpful to at least include email 
addresses for the Bulletin Editor and Field Trip Chairman. 

When paging through this year’s roster I was amazed at how many societies had no email 
address listed and several without any telephone number listed.  I am contacted on occasion by 
interested rockhounds looking for a local club in their area but all I can tell that there is a club but no 
way to contact them.  A lost opportunity for everyone! 

 Please send your dues payment, membership list and officers change form to Pat La Rue 
before the end of January.  

 

 

Insurances News 
By Patt Wilson McDaniel, McDaniel Insurance Services 
 

As the season of thankfulness approaches, I reflect upon the recent months and the work I have 
been doing with the member clubs of the Federation.  I am grateful to be able to work with all of you 
and to see you do such good work for your organizations.  I am also grateful to live in a world with 
such a wonderful variety of beautiful and interesting rock and mineral formations and to know that the 
Federation and its member clubs and societies foster knowledge and appreciation of these natural 
wonders.  Thank you all for all that you do. 

On the insurance front, we are continuing to bring in signed statements of Coverages and 
Responsibilities from each member club/society (please send yours if you haven’t done so, yet), 
premises and property changes, additions and deletions can be done at any time, and we have been able 
to extend open enrollment and are continuing to accept applications for the Directors and Officers 
program. 

Happy Autumn! 
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Earth Science Studies 
By Cal Clason, Chair, Earth Science Studies 

Again it’s time to try to get things back on an even keel and hope for the best.  All in all 2005 
should be considered as a successful and informative year.  Zzyzx began the year with quite a number of 
new participants to help celebrate our twentieth anniversary.  Our open house on Saturday attracted a 
number of “Old Timers” and many who came only to ascertain what Earth Science Studies really are, I 
hope most of them left with a favorable impression and in casual conversations, I believe they did.  My 
most heartfelt thanks to not only the staff, but also the people who displayed, explained and discussed their 
particular areas of expertise.  In retrospect I see things we could have done differently; but it is an evolving 
process. 

Although I am somewhat concerned about the weather, the dates for 2006, March 19 – 26.  At the 
present time we are scheduled for March 18 – 25, 2007.  Again, I have concerns; but in that it is operated 
by the Desert Studies Consortium, and they give first consideration to use by the various Universities for 
research, and spring is the most popular time of the year. 

In September we again held forth at Camp Paradise, and feel that it was a successful endeavor.  
About 60 people each week, with quite a few staying for both weeks.  Everyone seemed to have enjoyed 
their stay, and many commented they had learned things they could share with their club members; which 
was the original premise upon which the Earth Science Studies was founded.  Congratulations to them. 

My thanks go out to the staff and instructors for giving of their time and knowledge to accomplish 
this.  Much credit should be given to Jack Williams, who in his capacity as Coordinator - North, did a lot of 
the preliminary work to bring it to a successful conclusion. 

As has been mentioned before, the ownership of Camp Paradise has changed, and though not 
totally what we would have liked, believe we have reached an agreement we can live with, at least for 
2006.  We have tentative reservations for September 3 – 9, and 10 – 16, 2006.  We were concerned about 
Labor Day being September 4th and the possible traffic congestion; but came to the conclusion that it will 
be minimal on Saturday and Sunday, and hope for the best.  We will continue to try to meet with their 
Board of Directors, and endeavor to arrange some kind of a long range commitment from them to enable 
the ESS Committee to do their planning for future Seminars.  

So much for now, more will be forthcoming as it develops, and we will try to keep you informed. 

 
 

Do You Know A Disserving Teacher Of Earth Science? 
Recognition and Dollar Awards Available  

By John Stockwell, K-12 Chairperson, Northern California Geological Soc. 

The Northern California Geological Society makes each year two grants to northern California 
teachers of earth science, physical science, or geology who include a unit on some topic from the 
geosciences.  Unfortunately, each year few applications are received.  Although the awards were made 
last year.  The application deadline for one award ($500) is January 16, the other ($750) February 17.  
Application information can be found at the back of this Newsletter.  This is a way that CFMS societies 
can help recognize and reward outstanding teachers and no cost to the society or CFMS. 

Make these awards known to teachers in your community.  HELP US TO ENCOURAGE THE 
TEACHING OF GEOSCIENCES AND TO REWARD TEACHERS. 
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All American Awards Program 
By Dot Beachler, All American Club Chair 

Why do we have the All American Club Award?  What can it mean to your club? 
1- Club members working together can share their enthusiasm for their hobby. 
2- This will be a history of your club’s activities. 
3- Entering the competition can afford the club the opportunity for regional and national 

recognition. 

How does your club work toward entering this competition?  Suggestions: 
1- Work with your publicity committee to coordinate information. 
2- Collect pictures of club activities, displays and demonstrations. 
3- Record data at club meetings of community involvement. 
4- List special interest groups. 
5- Join ALAA, write letters to congressmen. 

Instructions for entering your club book: 
¾ Each report is to be submitted as a single document limited to a maximum of 100 sheets 

(one or two-sided) including text and graphics.  A loose-leaf notebook is a suitable binder. 
¾ This document should have six section dividers numbered 1 through 6, with the report 

form in Section 1, and the supporting information for each of the report sections following 
the appropriate section divider.  There are no restrictions on number of pages in any 
section. 

¾ When filling out the report form, mark all appropriate blanks and enter numbers or other 
information where requested.  Assemble requested supporting materials and lists following 
the appropriate section divider, and then insert photos or other graphics following the 
typed information.  Remember that all requested information is for the prior year. 

¾ The application forms have been updated and are available on the CFMS website now. 

Due date for entries is February 28,2006. 

 

 

Field Trip - South Report 

By Bob Fitzpatrick, Field Trip Chairman - South 

I have been asked to stay on as Field Trip - South Chairman for year 2006.  This year I will be 
taking on a Co-chairman whose name is Thomas Hess and is a member of the Yucaipa Club and leader 
of the Die Hard Rock Hounds.  Thomas will be leading the field trips to some of the famous Pegmatite 
mines in Riverside and San Diego Counties and I will be leading the trips to the desert areas of San 
Bernardino, Riverside & Imperial Counties.  

Thomas and I are volunteer's who love setting up field trips for others to enjoy.  It takes a lot of 
time to plan and coordinate them and also attend to our families and jobs.  We would appreciate any of 
you who have the time to give us a hand so we can make the field trips even better. 

I will be leaving for Quartzsite, AZ around the 15th of December and will be selling at the 
Desert Gardens Gem & Mineral Show, Spaces G-13 & G-14.  I will be there until February 6th, come 
by and say "Hi." 
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Education Through Sharing Honors 
By Loretta Ogden, Chair, Education Through Sharing 

It is my pleasure to send this month’s nominations on to the CFMS and AFMS Newsletters.  Not 
only because I know some of the people but also it is the first time I have seen one person nominated by 
four separate clubs.  All I have to say is “Yeah Betty, You shine girl!”  Thank you all for a year of honors.  
It is my hope to meet all of these wonderful people in the near future. 

Betty Egger. 
When it comes to Education Through Sharing, then Betty Egger exemplifies what is required.  

Betty has held many officer positions for the Amador County Gem & Mineral Society but her most 
important role is ability to motivate people through her energy in training and education.  Betty holds 
classes at her home and teaching members the many skills needed for making jewelry and lapidary.  Betty 
also started classes at the clubhouse on the second and fourth Saturday and enlisted the help of other 
members to help with these classes. 

Betty's unselfishness to continue her education has benefited many members by her willingness to 
share what she has learned.  It is my honor to nominate Better Egger for the Education Through Sharing 
Award. 
Margaret Kolaczyk President 
Amador County Gem & Mineral Society 

 

Betty Egger 
We at the Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society are proud to nominate Betty Egger for CFMS member 

recognition. Betty is always there to teach and help in any way possible. She opens our club and teaches 
wire wrapping  & silver fabrication, demonstrates at many club shows, and teaches for her other clubs as 
well. Since we got our shop running she is always there and has brought us many new members.  Betty is 
one individual you can’t keep up with but every club needs and treasures her.  

Thomas Reeves, President 
 Calaveras Gem & Mineral 

 

Betty Egger 
Betty Egger is the choice from the Stockton Lapidary and Mineral Club submitted to the CFMS for 

recognition.  Betty has been a member of this club for about 15+ years.  She has served as President for 2 
years and held many other offices.  Her most important feature, that of being even tempered, has enabled 
her to work with any person regardless of personality conflict.  Betty has taught classes in her home every 
Friday evening for many years.  She gives of her time and talent to teaching at Camp Paradise and Camp 
Zzyzx. 

Betty drives from Jackson (1 ½ hour) to teach at the Stockton Club every Wednesday night and 
teaches beads, casting, silver work, wire wrapping, and anything else needed.  I am aware that she is 
teaching every Saturday morning in different towns in her area.  When she returns from classes (that she 
finds time to attend,) immediately, everyone around her is learning her new skill.  She teaches all ages and 
no one leaves frustrated because they didn’t understand. 

Betty also attends many Club Shows and demonstrates square wire wrapping and many other skills. 
Betty is only 80+ and is also a member of at least 4 other clubs and active in all. 

Nettie Meissner, President 
Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Club 
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Betty Egger 
Betty Egger is the choice from the Faceters Guild of Northern California submitted to the CFMS 

for recognition.  Betty has been a member of the Faceters guild for over 15+ years.  She attended many 
classes given by Al Whitney in Stockton.  When he passed she promised him that she would keep teaching 
faceting and help keep the guild together.  She teaches faceting with the patience of a jewel.  She is one of 
the most encouraging persons that I know.  

She drove from Jackson to Stockton to teach at the Stockton lapidary clubhouse for 4 years and 
now teaches at the Calaveras clubhouse.  She also will teach anyone faceting in her home on Friday nights.  
Her knowledge of stones is fantastic.  I entered the faceting contest because I would not want to let her 
down.  Because of her I personally will keep on faceting. 
Nettie Meissner, President 
Faceters Guild of Northern California 

Todd Neikirk 
The members of the Pasadena Lapidary Society voted and chose Todd Neikirk as the 

ROCKHOUNDER FOR 2005.  Todd has served as President for three two-year terms, the last two 
consecutively ending this year.  He has also been instrumental in working the annual show, handling door 
prizes and, show signs including making two large signs used to attract the public to the show.  Todd, over 
the years has worked in setting up the monthly workshop at a previous member’s home and presently hosts 
the workshop at his home. In addition to providing room for the equipment which he moves in and out each 
time, also provides tables, benches, chairs and shade on warmer days and facilities to warm any food for 
the workshop potluck.  Todd has been a devoted and tireless worker, setting a shining example for others to 
follow since joining the Society many years ago.  
Vern Cliffe, Federation Director 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 

Verle Stadel 
The members of the Gem Carvers Guild of America voted and chose Verle Stadel as the Gem Carver’s 
ROCKHOUNDER FOR 2005.  Verle has been a devoted member for years, serving as bulletin editor for 
many of those years.  As the “right-hand” of the President, she assisted in obtaining and sustaining the 
Guild’s association with the City of Whittier in reserving a classroom for the monthly meetings.  Verle was 
able to obtain classroom storage space for two lapidary pieces of power equipment primarily used in the 
beginning stages of carving projects.  She has been Guild hostess for the regular meetings and demonstrates 
at local gem shows, passing out information and discussing carving with interested individuals.  Verle has 
been an inspiration to many Gem Carver members over years with her devotion to the art.  
Vern Cliffe, Federation Director 
Gem Carvers Guild Of America 

Jay Valle 
Jay Valle has been chosen as the "Man of the Year" by the WGMS Members. We are proud and 

happy that Jay chose our club to be a member for this honor.  Jay gives our club a quality of leadership by 
his willingness to serve the club, sharing of his time to serve as an officer, a committee  

chair to help the club and its members.  His concern, dedication, and expertise as a leader, editor, treasurer, 
and field trip leader has been a great aid to the continuing success of WGMS.  He shares his knowledge of 
fossils and minerals and where to collect them, but, also, his knowledge of computers and photography. 

Jay has loved collecting rocks since he was a junior member of the Mineral & Gem Society of 
Castro Valley.  When he finished his education and had his family settled, he found time to join WGMS 
and has become one of our most valued members. 
Bill Burns, Federation Director 
Whittier Gem and Mineral Society 
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Jewelry Making for Us Dummies of All Ages 
By Jim Brace-Thompson, Juniors Activities Chair 

For years now, my wife Nancy has been collecting beads at show after show and at small shops 
here, there, and everywhere.  She’s built up quite a collection.  The only problem:  those beads are all 
still sitting in a box rather than strung around her neck! 

To encourage her to get a start, I recently visited my local bookstore here in Ventura.  I was 
very happy to find a brand new book that’s just right for novices like Nancy and me:  Jewelry Making 
& Beading for Dummies, by Heather Dismore and creative consultant Tammy Powley.  It’s part of the 
infamous “for Dummies” series published by Wiley Publishing, Inc.  In step-by-step fashion, with 
ample illustrations and photos, as well as frequent icons alerting you to “Tips,” “Warnings,” and 
“Technical Stuff,” this book gives the raw beginner everything he or she could possibly want to get up-
and-running without fear. 

More to the point for the purposes of a Juniors Activities column, the book devotes a full 
chapter to “Making Jewelry with Kids.”  It provides great tips for how to arrange a “kid-friendly” 
workspace and how to make for easy clean-up once your jewelry-making session is done.  It also 
provides suggestions for how to pick out suitable projects for kids of varying ages and abilities (3- to 
4-year-olds, 5- and 6-year-olds, 7- to 10-year-olds, 11- to 13-year-olds), and how to create 
masterpieces out of various materials:  beads, clay, papier-mâché, etc. 

This looks like a terrific book, and not just for dummies, but for all of us, especially if you 
work with kids!  As for my wife Nancy, well, I’m afraid the book has joined the books, videos, and 
how-to pamphlets I’ve purchased over the years to get her started on crafting jewelry from the 
growing collection of rough opal she’s also been building alongside her box of beads.  Some day, yes 
some day, I’m sure I’ll be getting her to roll up her sleeves, crack open these books, and start crafting 
while—as always—having fun! 
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CARBON MONOXIDE 
By Chuck McKie CFMS Safety Chairman  

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless, deadly gas.  It can kill you before you know it 
because you can't see it, taste it or smell it.  At lower levels of exposure, it can cause health problems.  
Some people may be more vulnerable to CO poisoning such as fetuses, infants, children, senior citizens and 
those with heart or lung problems.  When an individual breathes in CO, it accumulates in the blood and 
forms a toxic compound known as carboxyhemoglobin (COHb).  Hemoglobin carries oxygen in the 
bloodstream to cells and tissues.  Carbon monoxide attaches itself to hemoglobin and displaces the oxygen 
that the body organs need.  Carboxyhemoglobin can cause headaches, fatigue, nausea, dizzy spells, 
confusion and irritability.  Later stages of CO poisoning can cause vomiting, loss of consciousness and 
eventually brain damage or death. 

Carbon monoxide is a by-product of combustion of fossil fuels.  Fumes from automobiles contain 
high levels of CO.  Appliances such as furnaces, space heaters, clothes dryers, ranges, ovens, water heaters, 
charcoal grills, fireplaces and wood burning stoves produce CO.  Carbon monoxide usually is vented to the 
outside if appliances function correctly and the home is vented properly.  Problems occur when furnace 
heat exchanger crack or vents and chimneys become blocked.  Insulation sometimes can trap CO in the 
home. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission and the Phoenix Fire Department recommend 
installing at least one carbon monoxide detector with an audible alarm near the bedrooms.  If a home has 
more than one story, a detector should be placed on each story.  Be sure the detector has a testing 
laboratory label.  The following is a checklist for where to look for problem sources of CO in the home: 

¾ A forced air furnace is frequently the source of leaks and should be carefully inspected.  

¾ Measure the concentration of carbon monoxide in the flue gases.  
¾ Check furnace connections to flue pipes and venting systems to the outside of the home for signs of 

corrosion, rust gaps, holes.  
¾ Check furnace filters and filtering systems for dirt and blockage.  
¾ Check forced air fans for proper installation and to assure correct airflow of flue gases.  Improper 

furnace blower installation can result in carbon monoxide build-up because toxic gas is blown into 
rather than out of the house.  

¾ Check the combustion chamber and internal heat exchanger for cracks, holes, metal fatigue or 
corrosion.  Be sure they are clean and free of debris. 

¾ Check burners and ignition system.  A flame that is mostly yellow in color in natural gas fired 
furnaces is often a sign that the fuel is not burning completely and higher levels of carbon 
monoxide are being released.  Oil furnaces with similar problems can give off an oily odor.  
Remember you can't smell carbon monoxide. 

¾ Check all venting systems to the outside including flues and chimneys for cracks, corrosion, holes, 
debris, blockages.  Animals and birds can build nests in chimneys preventing gases from escaping. 

¾ Check all other appliances in the home that use flammable fuels such as natural gas, oil, propane, 
wood or kerosene.  Appliances include water heaters, clothes dryers, kitchen ranges, ovens or 
cooktops: wood burning stoves, gas refrigerators.  

¾ Pilot lights can be a source of carbon monoxide because the by-products of combustion are released 
inside the home rather than vented outside.  Be sure space heaters are vented properly.  Unvented 
space heaters that use a flammable fuel such as kerosene can release carbon monoxide into the 
home.  

¾ Barbecue grills should never be operated indoors under any circumstances nor should stovetops or 
ovens that operate on flammable fuels be used to heat a residence.  

¾ Check fireplaces for closed, blocked or bent flues, soot and debris. 
¾ Check the clothes dryer vent opening outside the house for lint. 

Via the Phoenix Fire Department 
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California State Mining and Mineral Museum Report 
By Peggy Ronning, CA State Mining and Mineral Museum 

Your club probably receives a letter each year asking it to join the California State Mining and 
Mineral Museum Association.  In exchange for $1 per member, club members receive free admission 
to the museum and a 10% discount in the museum shop.  But what if your club is located too far away 
from Mariposa to visit the museum regularly?  Is it worth joining the Association?  It is if your club is 
interested in supporting the California State Mining and Mineral Museum and our mission to: 

• preserve, interpret, and inspire interest in the diverse geology and landforms of California and 
their development and effects on California 

• make accessible the official State Mineral Collection 
• relate the importance, creation, extraction, and use of minerals – past, present, and future 

The money raised by the Association through memberships and sales in the museum shop is given 
to the museum staff to spend on items that State Parks can’t afford.  The Association gives the museum 
about $14,000 a year to spend.  The museum uses this money to purchase materials for educational 
programs.  Many of the rock and mineral kits museum staff use during hands-on activities during 
school tours were purchased using money from the Association.  The museum also offers fun rock and 
mineral related activities to inspire children during the Mariposa Mineral and Gem Show and the 
Mariposa County Fair.  Some of the activities we have offered include mineral snow globes, pet rocks, 
birthstone necklaces, and sand painting.  The Association provides money to purchase the materials 
needed for these activities. 

A corps of dedicated and well-trained volunteers is essential for providing the museum’s 
educational programs and running its special events.  The Association pays for all activities related to 
recruiting, training, and retaining our valuable volunteers. 

The museum also uses money provided by the Association to purchase specimens for the 
collection.  Some of the specimens paid for by the Association in the last 5 years include:  

• Two trona specimens from Owen Lake, Inyo County, California. 
• One thenardite pseudomorph after halite specimen from Searles Lake, Trona, Inyo County, 

California. 
• One topazolite on ripidolite specimen from Yellow Cat Mine, New Idria District, San Benito 

County, California. 
• One garnet var. grossular specimen from Santa Rosa Mountain, Riverside County, California.  
• One iron, coarse octahedrite, meteorite specimen from Ocotillo, Imperial County, California. 
• One quartz variety amethyst specimen from Kingston Range, San Bernardino County, 

California. 
• One garnet and diopside specimen from the Crestmore Quarry, Riverside County, CA. 

The museum also uses money provided by the Association to develop and improve museum 
exhibits.  The museum is able to purchase illustrations and large format photographs.  We are also 
working on a micro-mineral exhibit that will be largely financed by the Association. 

Even if your club’s members can’t make it to the museum regularly, by supporting the 
Association, you will make sure that there will be new and wonderful things to see the next time you 
do visit. 
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In Praise of Rockhounds 
By Stephen Blocksage, Publicity and Public Relations Committee  

Often public relations are to putting lipstick on a pig to make the pig palatable to the public 
for any number of purposes.  At times the hypocrisy that seems to purvey society today seems 
overwhelming and a little sickening.  I don’t think I would, for a “New York Minute,” consider 
publicity and public relations for some of the institutions of the day.  However, I’m proud to be able 
to in a modest way bring the story of the “Rockhound” to the public.  No lipstick here but only 
upstanding folks that open with prayer and salute the flag and remember those amongst them who are 
less than well.  To often the 40 year collection of deceased rockhound comes on the market and 
another contributing voice and hands are lost to death from old age.  For some reason perhaps related 
to the kind of society we have and the means to necessary to accomplish rockhounding the hobby is 
ebbing away and yet much treasure remains undiscovered out there for those with a sense of 
adventure and the talent to learn the lessons of the earth and what it has in store 

Surrounding the successful rockhound in their pursuits of the beautiful since that is 
rockhounding’s ultimate reward.  The cut geode that reveals a crystal finger backed by stardust, the 
multicolored lines of chalcedony surrounding the brecciated jasper, the play of light across a gemmy 
piece of opal, the pattern of cells in fossil bone the plumes agate and needles in sagenite and so on.  In 
order to put one of these items in one’s hand the rockhound may need to travel to other states and read 
maps down to the dotted lines notated four wheel drive only.  They camp where there are no amenities 
at all, are willing to dig if not tunnel to find the seam whether in soil or solid rock.  Modern technology 
has eased to degree the location and distance problems associated with going to an exact patch of rock 
or earth with the advent of the GPS.  However comparing that to the local quadrangle map is still a 
problem of orienteering that would daze the average person.  Rockhounds are generally aware that they 
that they can make holes and leave tailings behind so they strive to be good citizens a fill their holes 
and leave the site better than they found it. They are in fact conservationists at their core and abhor the 
commercial miner who follows their finds with backhoe and bulldozer.  They often see parts of the 
desert and mountains and seashore beautiful beyond compare that harbor their treasures that few men 
have even contemplated.  They excel at what people are prone to call four wheeling going places in 
compound low that would make a mountain goat think twice.  There is nothing like coming home with 
load of rock that shows promise and just awaits the saw to reveal every pattern and color some not 
seen anywhere else in nature.   

This brings up the home phase of operations where rock is turned into display pieces, jewelry, 
and bookends, clocks and even coffee tables.  What will the next cut reveal and there are 
disappointments where the rock just doesn’t hold up or fractures or the pattern dissolves but these are 
countered when the saw oil is wiped away and the rockhound sees the work of 100 million years ago 
that they alone are able to posses and contemplate.  There is the skill to shape polish and mount the 
treasure and ultimately display it.  0ften those rocks that are too big or are suspect even though in the 
fields they looked like keepers are lined up along walkways and strategic points in the garden.  Often 
photography and the art off displaying the material to be judged or just admired in shows.  Often times 
there is more than just beauty but educational or on occasion a monetary consideration as some of the 
things found should be in museums or indicate the possibility of mineral wealth.  Some rocks become 
the sculptor’s work, as the rockhound does not ignore onyx, or marble the workable rock if the patterns 
are pretty.  Crystals, beads, cabochons, gems, carvings, sculpture, intarsia, are end products of the 
rockhound’s and lapidary’s handiwork.  

People who choose to accomplish these pursuits are not those who shy away from life, whose 
character is suspect and who choose to do that which is wrong.  On another hand rockhounds are 
friendly usually free of bad habits, hardworking, well studied and considerate.  At their shows one does 
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not hear slang, profanity, people dress modestly and appropriately, you would not have to wonder what 
happened to a young child that wandered off there would be someone taking care of them looking for 
the parents.  In short they make the kind of person that most would want to call a friend even if they 
spend too much time out on the desert and in their garages working to all hours of the night.  Often if 
you are lucky enough to know a rockhound you may well get the product of their work usually with a 
disclaimer such as “well its not as nice as it could be” while you can’t believe that someone would give 
something like that away.  Rockhounds do believe that public lands should be in public hands and 
worry about the future and access to those places they hold dear.  They have named the state’s gem, 
and seek to reclaim the poppy jasper a victim long ago of development on private land in short what’s 
good for the rockhound ought to good for the state both in conservation and the character of its future. 

 

 

PC-Link 
By Don Ogden, Chairman, Internet Committee 

 Would you like to transfer files between computers in an easy-to-use environment - such as 
copy-and-paste or drag and drop?  There is a USB cable and software application at COMPUSA that 
does just that - “USB Link Cable.”  It’s great for transferring and swapping files. 

  The USB cable with installed software provides peer-to-peer file transfer between two 
computers via the USB port.  It provides true plug-n-play capability while transferring files at a much 
greater speed than traditional file transfer products via serial or parallel port.  You get around 2 to 5 
Mbps of smooth file transfer rate.  

  Software and Driver Installation - Before you can use the cable, you must first install the driver 
for the cable and the application software.  Since the software is going to connect two computers, you 
have to install the driver and the software on both or all of the computers you want to transfer files 
between. 

  When the software and driver are installed in both computers, a PC-Link icon appears on each 
desktop window.  Now, you can connect the cable between the two computers and establish a link 
between them by clicking on both PC-Link icons. 

  When a link is established between the two computers, a Local and Remote Computer window 
appears on each computer.  The Local window on each computer represents its File Manager (similar 
to the Windows Explorer File Manager).  The Remote window represents the File Manager on the 
other computer. 

  When the Local and Remote windows are displayed on each computer, file transfer 
between them can be made.  Now, it’s a simple task for transferring files and folders between the two 
computers. Just Drag-and-Drop or Copy-and-Paste to transfer selected files or folders from the Local 
computer window to the Remote computer window or vice versa. 

  If you only have a need to transfer files between any computers (with USB ports), this 
is the way to go.  It’s very fast, easy-to-install, easy-to-use, and inexpensive. 

 
COMPUSA© - 8' USB Link Cable 
Data Transfer Rate from 4 to 8 Mbps   USB Host-to-Host Communication 
Single Cable Solution for Communication  PC & Mac Compatible 
Great for Transferring or Swapping Files  $24.99 
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Exotic Terrain 
By Bill Gissler, CFMS Slide and Video Librarian 

The geologic term "exotic terrain" refers to a group of rocks, a fragment of a formation that 
attaches itself to a tectonic plate and ends up at a new site, totally out of place from its origins. 

Video, V-106 available in the CFMS slide and video program library, traces the fascinating 
history of mysterious rocks in Hells Canyon region on the Oregon-Idaho border, and provides an 
overview of tectonic activity along the Pacific coast.  The video is actually two stories.  It is first the 
story of the magnificent mountains along the Oregon-Idaho border.  Second, it is the story of the 
geologists who pieced together the history of these mysterious rocks. 

In the early 1960's, Dr. Tracy Vallier began mapping this region for the U.S. Geological Survey 
and discovered "pillow lavas," which develop only where volcanic lava flows into a large body of 
water.  But Vallier was mapping an area 9000 feet above sea level and 350 miles east of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Subsequent studies of the paleontology of nearby rocks by Dr. George Stanley, Jr. from the 
University of Montana turned up tropical marine fossils, specifically corals.  How could it be that 
marine fossils were being found thousands of feet above sea level in eastern Oregon? 

The answer lies in plate tectonics.  The Earth's crust is made of separate pieces, called plates 
that fit together like a puzzle.  The plates are floating on hot, plastic-like material below.  Some of the 
plates are pulling away from each other, and some are colliding.  Geologists call an area a subduction 
zone when two plates collide and one sinks under the other.  The sinking plate melts and creates 
magma, which then forces its way up through the overlying plate by volcanic action. 

Dr. Ellen Bishop from Eastern Oregon State College noticed that rock samples dredged up 
from active subduction zones looked very similar to the rocks she was finding in eastern Oregon.  Both 
were a mélange, rocks that were highly altered and a composite of a variety of materials. 

Combining their research, Drs. Vallier, Stanley and Bishop recreated the geologic history of the 
Pacific Northwest.  Millions of years ago, ocean waves broke on beaches in western Idaho, a portion of 
a tectonic plate that had formed near the equator broke free, migrated up to, and collided with the 
North American continent.  The collision occurred along a zone near Hells Canyon. 

It is now thought that much of western North America did not form as part of the continent. 
Large parts are made of oceanic islands, coral reefs, and other seafloor fragments.  And it is these 
parts, the EXOTIC TERRAIN, which offer geologists such important clues to the past. 

Beautiful scenery, computer modeling, discoveries in the field and narration by John Forsythe 
combine to create an adventure in science in the video, "The Geology of the Pacific Northwest Exotic 
Terrain." 
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CURATIVE LEGENDS OF GEM STONES 
By Bill Gissler, Slide and Video Librarian 

On a recent trip to England I was amazed to see the number of books on the shelves about 
gemstones as medicines.  The alleged medicinal powers of gemstones make astonishing reading.  They 
were meant to work in three ways; - the actual presence of the stone affected the cure; the stone was 
powdered or eaten; or the gem was rubbed on the afflicted part of the body.  No doubt some people 
were cured, since the effect of suggestion itself may solve psychosomatic illness. 

AMETHYST was once thought to protect the wearer from sorcery, from the elements, to 
sharpen the sense of sight; and that it might be helpful in treating blood clots by helping to dissolve 
them.  

AQUAMARINE is said to strengthen the body's immune system.  It was believed that 
aquamarine helped to cure problems of the throat, stomach, liver, and jaws, and to protect from 
poisons.  It was used as a stone for meditation.    

CHRYSOCOLLA was believed to prevent arthritis and other diseases of the bones and 
digestive tract.  Chrysocolla may be worn to improve psychic ability and aid in meditation. 

CORAL is said to aid in the circulation of the body and to enrich the blood.  It was said it may 
also staunch the flow of blood from a wound, possibly cure madness and was used against skin 
troubles, sore eyes and tuberculosis.  

EMERALD, the gem of spring, has been used throughout the ages as an antidote against 
weakness and pains of the internal organs. It was used as an antidote for poisons and for poisoned 
wounds.  It was also reputed to help heal bites and stings of venomous creatures. 

FIRE AGATE was said to help alleviate problems relating to the stomach, spleen, and as an 
aid against diabetes.  It was also believed to help speed up the healing of cuts and burns.  

GARNET, as an amulet, it is supposed to be a remedy for hemorrhages of all kinds, as well as 
all inflammatory diseases.  It is supposed to be an aide for rheumatism and arthritis. 

MALACHITE was considered a sure cure for cholera and all kinds of colic, and possibly an 
aid for those suffering from asthma.  It is said to be an antidote to radiation, possibly including that 
absorbed by workers at video terminals.  

QUARTZ.  There are many varieties of quartz and each is believed to have special properties.  
Smokey Quartz is said to ease heart diseases, and muscular deterioration.  Rose Quartz was reputed 
to be one of the best stones to use in curing migraine and other headaches.  Rock Crystal Quartz is 
supposed to keep the wearer free from strain and be a protection from homesickness.  

TURQUOISE, some believe, may bring the wearer good luck, health and happiness.  It has 
been used to treat malaria, heart complaints, eye problems and nasal passages.  

To learn more about the curative powers of gemstones, the CFMS Slide and Video Programs 
Library has a 46-slide presentation, F-128.  Prepared by Shirley Turski, it was the AFMS 1997 slide 
program competition award winner. 
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2005 CFMS Officers, Chairmen and Committee Roster

PRESIDENT 
Marion Roberts (Vivien) 
1505 Plumas Ave 
Modesto, CA 95358 
(209) 538-0197 
mvroberts@bigvallev.net  
Mother Lode Mineral Society 

TREASURER 
CJ Quitoriano (Ray) 
7968 Elder Ave 
Rosamond, CA 93560 
(661) 256-4303 
Quitoriano@earthlinknet 
Palmdale G&MS      

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  
Colleen McGann 
PO Box 224 
Santa Clara, CA 95052-0224 
(831) 212-1951 
colleen.mcgann@hds.com 
Peninsula Gem & Geology Soc. 

SECRETARY 
Bural LaRue (Pat) 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377 
(909) 874-5664/(951) 233-9036 (cell) 
bplarue@earthlink.net 
Valley Prospectors 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  
Richard Pankey (Betty) 
4310 Kingsly Drive 
Pittsburg, CA 94565-6267 
(925) 439-7509 
dickpankev@,iuno.com 
Contra Costa Min & Gem Soc 

EXECUTIVE SEC/TREAS 
Pat LaRue (Bural) 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
(909) 874-5664 
bplarue@earthlink.net 

Riverside Treasure Hunters   
 
ALL AMERICAN CLUB 
Dorothy Beachler 
89 Buckskin Lane 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 
(310) 325-3139  
dotbeachler@cox.net 

BULLETIN AIDS 
Anna Christiansen, Chair (John) 
245 N. 6th Ave 
Oakdale, CA 95361 
(209) 847-1173 
achrist361@sbcglobal.net  
Terry Yoschak, Asst. Ch. 
5437 Thunderridge Cir.  
Rocklin, CA 95765 

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 
Beverly Moreau, Chair 
3113 Topaz Lane Apt. A  
Fullerton, CA 92831-2374  
(714) 577-8038 
bcmoreau@adelphia.net  
Isabella Burns (Bill) 
1038 Bradshawe Ave 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 
(626) 288-2896 
isnbil@aol.com 
Bess Shields (Richard) 
1235 Ken Ave. 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
(805) 937-0357 
bess.shields@earthlink.ney 

CFMS CAB CASES -  NORTH  
Richard Pankey (See 2nd VP) 

CAB CASES -  SOUTH 
Robert Backus 
5006 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
(818) 347-2056 

CAB CASES –  CENTRAL 
CJ Quitoriano (See Treas) 

CFMS DIRECTORS TO AFMS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Marion Roberts (See Pres)  

Colleen McGann (1st VP) 

CFMS JURY OF AWARDS 
Richard Pankey, Chair (See 2nd VP) 
Marion Roberts (See Pres) 
Lois Allmen (See Long Range Plan.) 

CFMS NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Richard Pankey (See 2nd VP) 

CFMS REP.  TO AFMS 
Pat LaRue (See Exec. Sec. & Treas.) 

EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES 
Cal Clason, Chair  (Dee) 
10100 Laurie Ave. 
Bakersfield, CA  93312-2330 
(661) 589-4169 
wirely360@aol.com  
Jack Williams (See Show Coordinator) 
Isabella & Bill Bums (consultant)  
Florence & Ray Meisenheimer 
(consultant) 
Richard Pankey  (See 2nd VP) 

EDUCATION THRU 
SHARING  
Loretta Ogden 
20904 Trigger Lane 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-3469  
(909) 598-2456 
donogden@aol.com 

ENDOWMENT FUND -CFMS  
Ray & Florence Meisenheimer, Chairs  
101 N. Wake Forest Ave 
Ventura, CA 93003-2246 
(805) 642-3155 
Marion Roberts, (See Pres) 
Colleen McGann (See 1st VP) 

FIELD TRIPS -  NORTH 
John Stockwell 
1807 San Lorenzo Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
(510) 526-5346 
kugeln@msn.com 

FIELD TRIP –  SOUTH 
Bob Fitzpatrick 

1507 Sequoia Drive 
Beaumont, CA 92223 
(951) 845-3051  
RUROCKY2@aol.com 

FINANCIAL ADVISORY 
COMM 
Roy Foerster, Chair 
1408 Norman Ave 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91373-1569  
(805) 373-1569  
Newman Gill 
PO Box 456 
Shaver Lake, CA 93664 
(559) 841-7765 
Bud McMillin 
1717 Oakdale Rd. Ste. O  
Modesto, CA 95355 
bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com 
Julaine Mullaney (See Trophy Cood.) 
Colleen McGann (See 1st VP) 
CJ Quitoriano (See Treas) 

 

GOLDEN BEAR 
Ruth Bailey 
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 
(408) 248-6195 
rba51825@aol.com 
Frank Mullaney (See Trophy Coord) 
Rosemarie Young 
1920 Torrid Ave. 
Modesto, CA  95358-1421 
(209) 523-8064 

HISTORIAN 
Shirley Leeson 
6155 Haas St 
La Mesa, CA 91942-4312 
(619) 460-6128 
shirleyleeson@msn.com and 
beauholland@salmoninternet.com
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INSURANCE 
Fred Ott (Susan) 
3420 Coach Lane #4 
Cameron Park, CA 95682 
(530) 677-5211 
fred.ott.b8t5@statefarm.com 
INTERNET COMM. 
Donald Ogden, Chair (Loretta) 
20904 Trigger Lane 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-3469 
(909) 598-2456 
donogden@aol.com  
Beverly Moreau (see By-Laws) 
Jay Valle (Kathy) 
1421 Latchford Ave 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  
(626) 934-9764 
valle@agmd.gov 
Larry Bruce  
Exoner8r@earthlink.net 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 
Jim Brace-Thompson (Nancy) 
7319 Eisenhower Street 
Ventura, CA 93003-2511 
 (805) 659-3577 
jbraceth@adelphia.net 

LEGAL ADVISOR 
Jean Klotz (Morton) 
2828 Easy Street  
Placerville, CA 95667-3907 
(530) 642-0881 (Office) 

LONG RANGE PLAN.  
 Lois Allmen, Chair 
407 Magnolia Ave 
Oxnard, CA 93030-5309 
(805) 483-6871 
allmenl.@vcss.k12.ca.us  
All living CFMS Past Presidents 2005 
CFMS Executive Com. 

MUSEUM COMMITTEE 
Dcbbie Bunn, Chair (Ray) 
P.O. Box 255702 
Sacramento, CA 95865-5702 
(916) 929-6665 
fossilsff@aol.com  
Richard Knox 
1514 Avenida Hacienda 
San Clemente, CA 92672 
(949) 492-2819 
JoAnna Ritchey (see Schol. - CFMS) 
Jack Rhodes (Jennifer) 
(775) 672-4435 

NOMINATING COMM. 
Bill Gissler Chair (see Slide Lib.)  
1. Beverly Moreau 
2. Isabella Burns (See Earth Sci.) 
3. Cal Clason  
4. Ray Meisenheimer 
Alt. Beth Pinnell 

OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN'S 
MANUAL 
Lois Allmen (See Long Range Plan.) 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Cal Clason (See Earth Sci.ence Studies) 

PROGRAM AIDS 
Cheri George 
5006 N. Bentree Circle  
Long Beach, CA 90807-1009 
 (562) 428 8240  
lizardwoman3@yahoo.com 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY -  
NORTH 
Frank Monez 
407 Bluefield Drive 
San Jose, CA 95136-2004 
(408) 578-7067  
frankm2@sbcglobal.net  
Norvie Enns (Virginia) 
1485 W. 4th St. #10 
Reno, NV 89503-5002 
(775) 786-9887 
ginnyatreno@cs.com 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY -  
SOUTH  
John Martin (Susan) 
1309 West Ave L-4 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(661) 942-8336  
smartin@antelecom.net 
Jim Strain 
(706) 356-2361 
Isabella & Bill Burns (See Earth 
Sciences) 

PUBLICITY I  PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 
Teresa Masters, Chair 
1644 Corte Verano 
Oceanside, CA 92056-2038  
tam2819@cox.net 
Beverly Moreau (see By-Laws) 
Richard Pankey (see 2nd VP)  
Loretta Ogden (see Ed. Thru. Sharing) 
Stephen Blocksage 
2267 Gloryette Ave 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 
(805) 522-1420 
similite@aol.com 

RULES COMMITTEE 
Dee Holland, Chair (see Shirley Leeson, 
Historian) 
Norvie Enns (see PLAC North) 
Colleen McGann (see 1st VP) 
Richard Pankey (see 2nd VP) 
Dick Friesen (Joyce) 
787 Joyce St. 
Livermore, CA 94550 
(925) 447-8223  
friesenr@ix.netcom.com  

SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Charles McKie (Dot)  
1012 Mockingbird Lane  
Fairfield, CA 94533-2426 
(707) 425-9030 
chuckmckie@aol.com 

SCHOLARSHIP -  AFMS  
Montella Lopez 
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 
(408) 248-6195 
rba51825@aol.com 

SCHOLARSHIP –  CFMS 
Isabella Burns, Ch. (see Earth Sci) 
Jo Anna Ritchey 
224 Oaks Ave 
Monrovia, CA 91O16-2115  
(626) 359-1624 
j.ritchey@verizon.net 
Colleen McGann (see 1st VP.) 
Bural Larue (see Treas.) 
CJ Quitoriano (see Sec.) 
SEND ALL CHECKS TO PAT 
LARUE EXEC SEC/TREAS 

SHOW CONSULTANT NORTH 
Ruth Bailey (see Golden Bear) 
SOUTH 
Bob Stultz (Jeane) 
624 Randy Drive 
Newbury Park, CA 91320-3036 
(805) 498-4220 

SHOW COORDINATOR-06 
Cal Clason (See Earth Sci Studies) 

SHOW DATES 
Dee Clason (see Cal-Earth Sci.) 

SLIDE &VIDEO LIBRARIAN 
Bill Gissler 
1075 Blossom Drive 
Santa Clara, CA 95050-5163  
(408) 241-0477 
wgissler@juno.com 
Colleen McGann (see 1st VP) 
Richard Shields (see Bess- By-laws) 

TAX ADVISOR 
Mike Kokinos (Theresa) 
4620 Doe St. 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682-8478 
(530) 677-9333 
zeileitz@directcon.net 

TROPHY COORDINATOR 
Frank Mullaney (Julaine) 
5705 Begonia Drive 
San Jose, CA 95124-6535  
(408) 266-1791  
rockyfiv@aol.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

 
 
 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

K-12 GEOSCIENCE TEACHING AWARD 
 

$500 Northern California Geological Society  
 

Call for Applications for the Year 2005 - 2006 NCGS Competition 
 
 
The Northern California Geological Society (NCGS) invites applications from candidates in the Northern 
California region for the Year 2005-2006 competition for the K-12 Geoscience Teaching Award. 
Applications may be submitted by any teacher regardless of experience. 
 
Applications reflecting teaching of units addressed to any of the earth or environmental sciences, 
including but not limited to mineralogy, petrology, economic geology, geomorphology, paleontology, 
hydrology, and  planetary geology are invited from physical science, earth science, and geology teachers. 
  
The deadline for application submittal by candidates for the $500 NCGS award is Monday, January 16, 
2006. The application process is uncomplicated. 
 
The winner will receive a $500 award at a Northern California Geological Society meeting in Orinda in 
late January, 2006. 
 
Interested candidates can request Application Information and an Entrant Application Form or submit an 
application by contacting: 
 
 
John Stockwell, Chair, K-12 Geoscience Education Committee 
Northern California Geological Society 
1807 San Lorenzo Avenue 
Berkeley, California 94707-1840 
Tel: (510) 526-1646 
e-mail: kugeln@msn.com 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY and 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 

 

K-12 EARTH SCIENCE TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 

$750 Northern California Geological Society  
$500 Pacific Section AAPG  

$5,000 National AAPG  
 

Call for Nominations for the Year 2006 NCGS Competition 
 
The Northern California Geological Society (NCGS) is pleased to announce that it will accept 
applications from candidates in the Northern California region for the Year 2006 competition for the 
Earth Science Teacher of the Year Award. The $750 NCGS award is intended to recognize pre-college 
earth science programs already in place, and to encourage their organization in districts where they have 
not been fully developed. Nominations of qualified K-12 teacher candidates are solicited from teachers, 
school administrators, teacher outreach programs, and other interested parties. 
 
NCGS has joined with the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) Foundation in 
presenting a $5,000 national award, to be given to a K-12 teacher for Excellence in the Teaching of 
Natural Resources in the Earth Sciences. The award recognizes balanced incorporation of natural 
resource extraction and environmental sustainability concepts in pre-college earth science curricula. It 
includes $2,500 to the teacher's school for the winning teacher's use, and $2,500 for the teacher's personal 
use. The award will be given at the April 2007 AAPG Annual Meeting in Long Beach, California. 
 
The deadline for application submittal by candidates for the $750 NCGS award is Friday, February17, 
2006. 
 
The NCGS awardee's application will be submitted to a regional competition sponsored by the AAPG 
Pacific Section. The Pacific Section winner will receive a $500 award at the Pacific Section regional 
meeting in Anchorage, Alaska May, 2006, plus up to $250 toward meeting expenses.  The regional 
winner's project will be submitted to AAPG headquarters for the national contest. The national winner 
will receive an expense-paid trip to Long Beach in 2007 to attend the national meeting and receive the 
award. 
 
Interested candidates or nominators can request Application Information and an Entrant Application 
Form, or submit an application, by contacting: 
 
John Stockwell, Chair, K-12 Geoscience Education Committee 
Northern California Geological Society 
1807 San Lorenzo Avenue 
Berkeley, California 94707-1840 
Tel: (510) 526-1646 
e-mail: kugeln@msn.com 
 
 
 

 



Application Information for 
Earth Science Teacher Award 

 
The American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) Foundation will award $5,000 at the 2006 
AAPG Annual Convention in Houston to an individual teacher for excellence in the teaching of natural 
resources in the earth sciences. The award will include $2,500 for use under the teacher’s supervision 
for educational purposes and $2,500 for personal use by the teacher. Also included will be an 
expense-paid trip to the 2006 Houston convention to receive the award. 
 
Requirements: 
 
1. Minimum of three years full-time teaching experience at any level K-12. 
 
2. Teaching an earth science program including at least one unit per year that deals with natural 

resources.  Natural resources are defined as Earth materials used by civilization past and present 
such as: 

 
a. Organic materials found in the Earth such as petroleum, natural gas, coal and oil  shale. 

 
b. Inorganic materials found in the Earth including minerals, ores, building stone, and aggregate. 

 
c. Geothermal energy and water resources. 

 
3. Teaching should include the scientific study of these resources, their origin, discovery, extraction, 

and historic and present use. It should also include a balanced presentation of environmental 
protection, reclamation, and resource conservation issues, and the use of earth science 
knowledge in decision making. 

 
4. Entries should include the teacher's philosophy of teaching natural resources (both content and 

pedagogy), a description of the unit and two letters of recommendation. One letter should be from 
a colleague and one from an administrator. 

 
5. Unit will be evaluated on depth and breadth of concepts (resource origin, discovery, processing, 

usage and reclamation), creativity of presentation and balanced treatment of information 
regarding societal need and environmental issues, relative to appropriate grade level. Please 
include the length of the unit. 

 
Entry Guidelines: 
 
All documents must be provided and signatures are required on the cover sheet. Single or double spaced 
lines on one side only of typed, ink jet, or laser quality printing required. All decisions of the judging 
panels are final. 
 
Please note the checklist below: 
 
- Cover sheet with original signatures. 
 
- Teacher's philosophy of the teaching of natural resources, separate from unit description (up to 2 

pages). 
 
- Description of unit including unit objectives and relationship to overall science program (2 to 3 pages). 
 
-    Two letters of recommendation (1 page each). 
 
Do not submit multimedia such as videotapes, computer disks, photos, photo albums, or posters unless 
requested. 
 
Important Notice: 
 
All entries must be received no later than February 15, 2005. Facsimile and other electric entry forms will 
not be accepted. Membership in AAPG is not required for entry. 
 



Entrant Information Cover Page 
 

AAPG $5000 Award for Excellence in the Teaching of 
Natural Resources in the Earth Sciences 

 
Print or type all information: 
 
Name __________________________  School  _____________________________________  
 
School Address  ______________________________________________________________  
 
City ___________________________________________ State _______  Zip Code_________ 
 
Home Address _______________________________________________________________  
 
City ___________________________________________ State ________Zip Code ________ 
 
Telephone Numbers  (home) _____________  (work) _____________  (fax) _______________  
 
E-mail ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Current position and grades taught ________________________________________________  
 
Number of years in teaching  _____  Other subjects taught _____________________________  
 
Degree and year _____________________ School  __________________________________  
 
 
The above information and information contained in this entry is, to the best of my knowledge, 
true and correct. I understand that $2,500 of the award will be made to my school for use under 
my direction only. I also understand that $2,500 of the award will be made directly to me and that I 
am responsible for all taxes due as a result of this portion of the award. If I am selected as a 
winner, I hereby give my consent to use my name and photograph for publicity purposes only. 
 
Signature _____________________________________ Date __________________________  
 
The above information and information contained in this entry is, to the best of my knowledge, 
true and correct and represents the teacher's current assignment. I understand $2,500 of the 
award will be made to the above named school for use only under the direction of the above 
named teacher. I also understand that $2,500 of the award will be made directly to the above 
named teacher and that neither my school nor I is responsible for taxes due as a result of this 
award. Release time will be given to the above named teacher to attend the award ceremony if 
selected. 
 
Administrator______________________ Position _____________ Date ______________ 
 
Entries must be received by February 15, 2005 
 
Attach this form to the top of your entry. Mail original entry and two copies to: 
 

John Stockwell, Chair, K-12 Geoscience Education Committee 
Northern California Geological Society 
1807 San Lorenzo Avenue 
Berkeley, California 94707-1840                          kugeln@msn.com 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.F.M.S. NEWSLETTER   
Richard Pankey, Editor 
 
Pat La Rue 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657    
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