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N E W S L E T T E R  

XLI No. 6  JUNE 2005 

Presidents Message 
I’m sitting here the first of May just day’s away waiting for the June Newsletter 

and realizing that my year is half gone already.  This first half has been a very full one 
for me as I started with the Mother Lode Show in March, a breakfast meeting with the 
Faceters Guild, and a breakfast meeting with the Ye Old Timers Mineral Club.  Then 
the Calaveras Show in late March with a Ye Old Timers breakfast, then the Zzyzx Earth 
Science Studies program in early April, which by the way was another great week and 
43 extra participants for the 20th Year.  Saturday was the open house, “Great Job Cal.” 

This week Snyder’s Pow Wow in Valley Springs, with a Co-op Field Trip 
Association meeting and a Ye Old Timers Potluck dinner and Auction.  Now I’m 
preparing for the show and meeting in Roseville, “remember June 10,11, & 12, 2005” 

I hope many of you made preparations and plan to attend because we all need to 
help each other in all of our shows and survival endeavors. 

I read in AFMS Newsletter that we have reached the half way mark overall to 
raising the necessary unrestricted funds to cover all of the Scholarships, which is part of 
what we are all about.  My heart felt thank you and appreciation to all of those who have 
contributed and sincerely hope the rest of you will see fit to come on board with us.  
Remember to note on the check that this goes to the unrestricted fund and send it to 
Montella Lopes, who is our AFMS Endowment fund Representative. 

My hat is off to all of the committees sending reports to the Editor, and to the 
Editor for his efforts as well. 

The attendance of your Directors at the Meeting is important.  If you are not 
there, we are not in business.  I would dance to see a 100% participation.  MAKE ME 
DANCE!!! 
Marion Roberts 
President 
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The CFMS Newsletter is published eleven (11) 
times a year by the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc., PO Box 1657, 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657.  Subscription: $5.50 
per year, Jan. through Dec.  Not prorated. 
Postmaster:  send change of address to 
above address. 

CFMS Website 

CFMS on the Internet is accessible at 
www.cfmsinc.org.  Web Master is Don 
Ogden. Editors are invited to download articles 
for their bulletins from this website. 

EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
 (909) 874-5664  FAX:(909) 874-7430 
 Email:  bplarue@earthl ink.net

TO REPORT A CLAIM:  Report claims as 
soon as possible to Patt McDaniel at 1 (800) 
400-7288.  If no one is immediately available, 
and/or during non-business and weekend hours, 
call 1 (800) 252-4670. 

CFMS INSURANCE CONTACT 

McDaniel Insurance Services, Inc.  
PO Box 1294, Ojai, CA  93024  
805-646-9948 or 800-400-7288  
805-848-9976 Fax  
Email: mcins@west.net  

Fred Ott, Chair, Insurance Committee 
 3420 Coach Lane, Suite #4 
 Cameron Park, CA 95682 
 (530) 677-8440, wk (530) 677-5211 
Email: fred.ott.b8t5@statefarm.com 

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER 
DUE TO EDITOR BY 5th OF MONTH 

 Richard Pankey, Editor 
 4310 Kingsly Dr. 
 Pittsburg, CA  94565 
 (925) 439-7509 
 Email:  dickpankey@juno.com 

 

ANYTIME 

Send donations for CFMS Scholarship Fund to: 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 

Send donations for AFMS Scholarship Fund to: 

Montella Lopez 
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 

Send donations for CFMS Endowment Fund to: 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657 
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 

Send donations for AFMS Endowment Fund 
to: 

 Toby Cozens 
 4401 SW Hill Street 
 Seattle, WA  98116-1924 

ARTICLE INDEX 

President’s Message......................................... 1 
Contacts & Article Index ................................. 2 
Calendar & Editor Desk................................... 3 
CFMS Show Update ........................................ 4 
Rules & Exhibiting .......................................... 5 
Juniors Activities & Museum Corner .............. 6 
Historian & Insurance...................................... 7 
CFMS Scholarship & Safety ........................... 8 
Field Trips-South ........................................... 11 
Earth Sci. Studies & Education Thru Sharing12 
Publicity/Public Relations ............................. 14 
Shows Dates............................................. 15, 16 
Example Letter............................................... 17 
Camp Paradise Form 
Future Rockhound of America Form 
Officers, Chairs, & Committees .............. 18, 19 



CFMS Newsletter 3 June 2005 

CFMS CALENDAR 
2005 

JUN. 10 – 12 CFMS Show 

JUN. 11 Directors’ Meeting 

SEP. 11 – 17 Camp Paradise Earth Science 
Seminar 

SEP. 18 - 24  Camp Paradise Earth Science 
Seminar 

Oct. 1 AFMS Scholarship 
Nominations Due 

NOV. 12  Directors’ Meeting 

2006 
MAR. 19-26  Zzyzx Earth Science Seminar 

Officers and Committees: send me 
event dates and due dates to include in 

this section 

ATTENTION Officers and 
Committee Chairs: Reports for the 
Directors’ Meeting were due May 30.  
If you missed this deadline, chairmen 
should bring 100 copies of their report 
to the Directors Meeting.  Don’t 
forget: Banquet reservations, 
camping or motel reservations, 
and Show pre-reservations.  
Invite and encourage your 
members to attend, also. 

***************** 
Write to your Senators and 

Representatives about 
rockhounding and use the new, 

little ROCKHOUND 
STICKER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From The Editor’s Desk 
“Communication” 

 The theme and focus of my “From The Editor’s Desk” 
column is communication: Why.  Ways to foster it.  Who is 
responsible for it.  What is needed.  And the like.    To restate – 
communication is a give and take process, an exchange of ideas 
and information. 

 Each month, through the efforts of the officers and 
committees, there is a lot of information printed in the CFMS 
Newsletter that need to get to the members of our clubs and 
societies.  The purpose of the CFMS Newsletter is to convey 
information about the CFMS, the reports of the actions of the 
committees, announcements, to provide forms, inform about 
legislative action, and much, much more. 

 Your club newsletter is a great way to forward this 
information and many bulletin editors do reprint selected 
articles.  That’s good, but only a few articles get to the members.  
Others condense or shorten the articles.  And others just print the 
highlights and the key, important sections.  Both of these are 
good because now your members know enough to ask questions 
for all of the details.  Likewise, don’t forget all the great articles 
and information in the AFMS Newsletter.  

 We are counting on you, the bulletin editors to play a 
key and vital role with communication between the members and 
the CFMS.  I also, encourage articles from our members or 
bulletin editors.  If one of your members writes an article of 
general interest that affects the Federation and its members, 
please send it to me.  We want to hear from the members,.too. 

 Another key player with communication is the 
Federation Director.  Your Federation Direction is the interface, 
the liaison between your club and the Federation.  There is more 
to being a Federation Director than getting a copy of the CFMS 
Newsletter.  One of your major responsibilities is to attend the 
upcoming Directors’ meeting on Saturday, June 11th during the 
RRR-CFMS Show in Roseville.  It is at the Directors’ Meeting 
were a director truly represents their club by listening to the 
reports, discussing and voting on the proposals and actions that 
come before the Federation.  Experiencing and participating, first 
hand in the functioning of our Federation.  If you are not there 
you are cannot represent your club, you are not doing your job.  
Let’s see if we can make Marion dance with a 100% attendance.   

 Always check out the last few pages of the Newsletter.  
This is where we publish forms, manual updates, etc.  Make sure 
you checkout the registration form for Camp Paradise and the 
Future Rockhound of America Application.  This month we have 
an example letter to use in writing your Congressman about 
Senate Bill S-263, Paleontological Resources Preservation Act 

Dick Pankey, Editor 
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LET THE SHOW BEGIN ! ! ! ! 
By Gloria Tomczyk, 2005 Show Chair 

 

Eighteen months after the Roseville Rock 
Rollers initial inquiry about hosting the Federation 
show, D-DAY is upon us.  Opening day, June 10th 
is only days away, and I sincerely hope that all of 
you reading this will be part of this fantastic show.   

DIRECTORS: The Directors meeting will not be held on the fairgrounds.  
By now you should have received the agenda in the mail notifying you of the location.  
If you missed that bit of info here it is again.  The meeting will be held at the 
Woodcreek Golf Course Legends banquet room.  This is a much nicer facility with food 
service on site, however they cannot accommodate food for all 75+ of us during lunch.  
There are other food sources in the surrounding area, along with food service at the 
fairgrounds that may be quicker.  If you would like a map to Woodcreek Golf Course, 
please go to our website: www.rockrollers.com and look up “maps.” 

BANQUET: For those you receiving this newsletter early, we have 
extended the banquet registration deadline.  We will be accepting reservations for the 
awards banquet until June 3.  If you plan on attending, or know someone that would 
like to attend, but are late in submitting payment and registration form, please email 
Terry Yoschak at: rockrollers@hotmail.com.  Please let her know that you will be 
sending in your payment right away, and we can take care of you. 

FIELD TRIPS: We will be offering field trips on Saturday and Sunday to the 
“Original 16-1” working underground gold mine.  Please call Jim Barton for 
reservations at: 916-773-0458.  Also on Saturday, another field trip to “Sierra College 
Natural History Museum.”  The website has further information. 

Directors please pass this information onto your club members, as they may not 
know all the details about this enormous show.  Be sure to check out our website for 
further information/updates/maps at:  www.rockrollers.com 

I hope to see all of you there with your club vests on, enjoying your stay, finding 
treasures that make you happy (our silent auction will have some really spectacular 
items) talking to folks you may not have seen ages, and just plain ole having a darn 
good time! ! ! !   

mailto:rockrollers@hotmail.com
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CALLING ALL EXHIBITORS 
By Dee Holland, Chair – Rules Committee 

On Sunday, June 12, 2005 at a time and location to be announced at the show, there will be an 
informal meeting of the CFMS Rules Committee and interested exhibitors, both competitive and non-
competitive.  At that time we would like to suggest you consider becoming a clerk or a learning judge 
in your respective areas of expertise.  The ranks of judges and clerks are becoming lean and we’d like 
to see new faces emerging.  That said, unless there is an outpouring of competitive exhibitors, perhaps 
this suggestion will become moot.  If you’d like to speak to this subject, we’re all ears, and await your 
thoughts.  Competitive exhibiting has been going downward for many years.  Is it too late to 
resuscitate it?  If you would like to offer suggestions, we’re listening. 

We have suggested this year that non-competitive exhibitors who would like their exhibit 
evaluated, contact the CFMS Rules Committee and we will have someone go over your case with you 
and offer suggestions. 

Just think how far exhibiting has come.  It started out with people putting their exhibits on a 
blanket on a table, and standing behind it and talking to the public.  It has risen to great heights over 
the years, not without some controversy, but think where gem and mineral shows would be without the 
“gems and minerals, and other items of interest” exhibited. Everyone has benefited from competitive 
exhibits because they have set the standard. 

 

A suggestion To Help Encourage Exhibitors 
By Dick Friesen, Rules Committee  

I suspect that most of us that exhibit regularly at club shows started in a similar way.  We were 
encouraged by a club member to put a case into our local club show, perhaps several times, until we 
gave in and entered a case and that was as far as our thoughts went about future shows.  It wasn’t until 
our first invitation to exhibit at some other club’s show that it really occurred to us that our case was 
interesting and other clubs wanted to see it.  From that point exhibiting seems to take on a life of its 
own. 

While there isn’t much we can do to start new exhibitors in other clubs, other than encouraging 
them to do so when we have the opportunity.  There is something we can do to help them move 
beyond their local show. 

I would suggest that when a Club Exhibitor Chairman goes to another club’s show looking for 
exhibits that they contact that club’s Exhibitor Chairman and inquire about any first time exhibitors or 
members who have only shown there.  Take some extra time to evaluate those cases to see if they 
would be a case to invite to your show.  

Try to look beyond the case itself, remember it is their first time.  Does the exhibit show 
potential for growth, can you offer any suggestions for improving it (without hurting their feeling, 
remember it a first timer).  Be ready to offer information about how to get to your show, parking, 
camping, or hotel rooms.  There is a good chance they have never been to your show. 

Unfortunately the number of people entering competition seems to be declining and I think that 
a major contributing factor is a lack of new exhibitors.  I know some people go directly onto 
competition, but I think it is more common to start with exhibiting and then move on to completion. 
Encouraging exhibitors to exhibit at shows other than their own is one of the most important things we 
can do to increase the number of exhibits and competition at our shows. 
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Having Fun – Juniors Activities 

Spread the Word on the AFMS FRA Badge Program! 
By Jim Brace-Thompson, Juniors Activities Chair 

I’ve been very pleased to award several AFMS Future Rockhounds of America merit badges this spring 
to kids in a number of clubs.  Some clubs have made the badge program a centerpiece of their youth activities 
for 2005.  For instance, the Woodland Hills Rock Chippers have crafted a year-long schedule, all laid out on a 
spreadsheet, with merit badge activities incorporated as part of their monthly program, homework assignments, 
weekend field trips, and their annual show.  They’ve done a truly superb job of planning their kids’ program and 
are to be congratulated and emulated! 

Across the U.S., approximately 30 clubs and societies are finding good ways to utilize the badge 
program to enhance their efforts to involve kids in the hobby.  Some clubs, such as the Flatirons Mineral Club in 
Colorado, have also found that the badge program is getting adult club members more involved by volunteering 
to guide kids through workshop safety and the basics of crafting their first cabochons. 

However, only a handful of those 30 clubs currently using the AFMS FRA Merit Badge Program are 
located here in our own California Federation.  I encourage all who read the CFMS Newsletter to spread the 
word to sign up more societies.  My goal is to have at least 50 clubs nationwide using the merit badge program 
by year’s end.  Let’s see if we can have a good number of those 50 right here in our own Federation!  Along 
with this article, I’m including the sign-up sheet that describes the merit badge program and makes it easy for 
you to sign up your club.  (Or you can simply call or email me – 805/659-3577, jbraceth@adelphia.net.)  Let’s 
all utilize this program to further efforts to help our kids learn the science and craft of our hobby while—as 
always—having fun! 

(Ed. Note:  See form in the back of this issue and on the CFMS web page.) 
 
 
 

Museum Corner 
By Debbie Bunn, Chair, Museum Committee 

Some of you coming up to the CFMS show in Roseville this June, may want to take a side trip to the 
nearby Napa Valley wineries.  If you do, plan to spend a couple of hours at the Calistoga Petrified Forest.  This 
private park/museum is located at the far end of the valley, just past the tourist town of Calistoga.  This is a 
pleasant, shaded area for a picnic lunch (or a place to "sober up" after visiting those wineries). 

The .4-mile trail is mostly paved or compacted dirt.  Only the last .1 of a mile has any elevation gain 
worth mentioning.  Guided tours are offered periodically, or you can take the self-guided trail that includes 
information about present day vegetation as well as eleven stops to show off the petrified wood in situ. 

Most of the petrified trees are redwood.  There is some pine, too.  Most of the redwoods were over 2000 
years old when they were buried 3 million years ago.  The longest tree excavated is 105 feet in length and 6 feet 
in diameter.  As you walk along the path, watch for unmarked chunks of wood--but remember--no collecting! 

There is a very nice little museum and gift shop.  The gift shop has a little bit of everything.  Local 
wood, polished wood from around the world, T-shirts, books, ice cream, chips, film, etc. 

The Petrified Forest is open daily 9-6.  Winter 9-5.  4100 Petrified Forest Road.  Calistoga, Ca. 94515,  
#707-942-6667, www.petrifiedforest.org 

What could be more perfect than an afternoon at the Calistoga Petrified Forest?  Wine, and petrified 
wood.  It doesn't get any better than that. 
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What are Certificates of Insurance? 
By Fred Ott, Insurance Chairperson 

On occasion, McDaniel Insurance Services, Inc. (the Federation’s insurance agent/broker) 
receives a request from a club member asking for a “copy of the Federation’s insurance policy” so that 
it can be given to someone else (such a fairgrounds organization or owner of property which is being 
used by that club) as “proof” of coverage.   

There are two very important things to understand about the Federation’s policy: 1) the 
“original” insurance policy is provided annually to the Federation; individual clubs do not receive a 
policy, just a “certificate of insurance”.  To provide copies of the complete policy to each club would 
add a very significant copying cost to each club that would be unnecessary.  Also, 2) having a copy of 
the policy doesn’t “prove” that the policy is “in force”; it merely shows that the policy was originally 
issued to the Federation effective the annual renewal of October 16th. 

Instead, a Certificate of Insurance is issued by the insurance company through McDaniel 
Insurance Services, Inc. to your club (as the “requestor”) as well as to the “third party” (fairgrounds, 
property owner, etc.); this is a legal document “proving” the existence of an “in-force” policy.  It’s a 
very simple process; just go to www.cfmsinc.org and access the Federation Insurance site and follow 
the instructions.  The instructions will guide you through the process and provide you with the 
information needed to determine if there will be any additional premium needed for the certificate of 
insurance that you desire.   

Should you have any questions, please contact McDaniel Insurance Services, Inc. at (805) 646-9948 or 
mcins@west.net.

 
 

Some Random Thoughts about the History of the CFMS 
By Shirley Leeson, Historian 

This year will be the 69th year of our existence.  In 1986 we had a 50th anniversary bash along 
with our convention and show.  It was a real celebration with many Past Presidents helping in the 
festivities. 

Next year will be our 70th anniversary.  This is a real milestone and should be celebrated in like 
manner (before many of us use up our senior citizen status).  Let’s talk about what we should do for 
this event at our Friday evening Cracker Barrel Meeting and be ready to appoint an Ad Hoc Committee 
to follow thru.  This is something we should take on and not expect the host society to add it to their 
many duties. 

About the Board of Directors…  Each club sends a club member to represent them at the 
Convention and Fall Business Meeting.  Has your club been represented lately?  If not, your club is 
missing out on helping with solutions and may be part of the problem.  When the Federation was 
formed in 1936 there were six charter clubs.  We were our strongest the 70’s and 80’s.  Since then 
there has been a steady decline in clubs and in the clubs membership.  Healthy clubs are those who 
participate in all activities, including CFMS business.  “The Purpose of the Federation is to do together 
what we cannot do in small groups.  The clubs and members ARE the Federation and its progress 
depends upon their efforts and mutual assistance.”  This is the last paragraph on page “i” of the CFMS 
Officers and Chairmen’s Manual.  It is an appropriate today as it was years ago when it was written. 

Wouldn’t it be lovely to have a representative from every CFMS club at the Director’s meeting 
on Saturday, June 11th?  It would be worthy of pictures for the Historian’s Album! 
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CFMS Scholarship Report 
By Isabella Burns, Chair, CFMS Scholarship Committee 

As honoree for the AFMS Scholarship in 2004, I was very proud when I received this email 
from my scholarship recipient, Ariel Auffant. 

"Isabella,  
I'm glad to hear from you.  My plans are to move to Houston, TX this June.  I was offered and 
accepted a position with Chevron Texaco as a geologist.   
I would like to thank you and the AFMS for helping me financially.  I took 6 months off from 
work to complete my thesis, and I'll be graduating this June.  The AFMS helped in Making this 
possible.  Hopefully, the AFMS can help someone else with that money, especially someone at 
CSUB.  CSBU have great geology students that usually have to work to help pay for their 
tuition, and I'll bet that they could use the money well.   
You can contact Elizabeth Powers (epowers@csub.edu), and she'll post all the information for 
the students.   
If you want to know more about our department follow this link:  www.csubak.edu/Geology/  
Again thank you for all your help.   

Sincerely, Ariel Auffant" 
 

This made me very proud.  If you attended last years CFMS Awards Banquet, you saw Ariel 
and heard his explanation about learning more about oil and how to find it. 

Now I would like to encourage you to attend this year’s award banquet to see our Scholarship 
Honorees and their grant recipients.  Our 2005 honorees are: 

Robert Fulton, College Coordinator at Zzyzx - If you have been to Zzyzx you know Rob. 
Peggy Ronning, California State Mining and Mineral Museum-You know her from last years 
show.  
Debbie and Mark Wartenberg, Youth Activity Coordinator at Santa Clara Valley Club 

Come to the banquets and congratulate these people who our societies. 
 
 
 

Part 2 - Auto Safety 
By Chuck McKie, Safety Chairman 

Gasoline should be stored in tightly capped and labeled safety cans that have flame arresters and 
pressure-relief valves - never in glass or plastic jugs.  If you must siphon gasoline, use a hand-operated pump - 
not your mouth.  Never store gasoline in the trunk of your car.  The vapors can ignite and cause an explosion.  
Or, a rear end collision that could otherwise be minor could result in a tragedy.  

If your car has a catalytic converter, don't drive through or park in areas of dry grass.  The intense heat 
generated by catalytic converters can ignite these grasses.  Unless you are tuning your car, never run your car 
with the carburetor air-cleaner removed.  The air-cleaner device functions as a flame arrestor in the event the 
engine backfires.  If it is not in place, a backfire can easily ignite spilled gasoline or oil on the engine surfaces.  
Never discard smoking materials out the window.  Use your ashtray.  Carry and maintain an approved fire 
extinguisher in your car.  Know how to use it. 

Driving Excellence  The following are the "Five P's" or basic principles for effective driving:  
Perception - Perceive the complete picture of what is ahead by rotating your eyes 180 degrees, looking to the 
horizon and scanning from side to side.  That way you will see what is developing before it becomes a problem.   
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Planning - Go through various driving situations in your mind and think through "escape route" options to 
prepare yourself beforehand for unexpected hazards.  Prevention - Practice defensive driving and be ready to 
adjust to the other person's mistakes.  Give yourself time to react so that you can remove yourself from another 
driver's folly.  Publicity - Broadcast your driving intentions early enough so that other drivers have time to react 
to you.  Make eye contact when possible.  Avoid sudden movements and be as visible as the situation requires 
by using turn signals.  Proper - Proper attitude is very important in safe driving.  Many collisions are caused by 
bad decisions influenced by anger, speed and frustration.  When emotions run high, recognize and neutralize any 
tendency to forego safe driving practices. 

Driving at Night  While only about one-third of all traffic-related incidents occur at night, more than 
half of the fatalities stem from night-time driving . In fact, based on miles driven, there are two and a half times 
more fatalities at night than during the day.  This is because less light is available and vision is restricted.  Night 
vision varies considerably among people.  Older people generally cannot see well in the dark and eyestrain can 
substantially reduce night vision.  Bright light, such as lightning or high-beam headlights, can cause temporary 
blindness at night.  Headlights on low beam illuminate the roadside for about 150 feet.  On high beam, visibility 
will be 350 to 400 feet.  At 55 miles per hour, it takes 4.5 seconds to cover 350 feet.  For night driving, control 
speed so that your stopping range is within headlight range.  To improve your visibility and the ability of others 
to see you, do the following: Turn your headlights on at dusk, and leave them on until full daylight.  Keep your 
headlights clean and properly aimed  Replace burned-out headlights immediately  Dim your high beams within 
500 feet of an approaching vehicle or within 300 feet of a vehicle in front of you  Never stare into the high 
beams of another car; guide your vehicle by watching the right edge of the road   Do not flick your high beams 
up and down to remind another driver to dim his brights - it can blind him temporarily  Never use high beams 
when going into a curve  

Keep your windshield clean, inside and out.  Keep your instrument panels dim.  Keep your eyes 
moving; avoid focusing on any one object  Keep a bottle of windshield or glass cleaner in the cab for mirrors 
and interior windshields  Keep your windows clean. Wiping the blades with club soda or carbonated water will 
significantly reduce streaking.  If the washing solution under your hood does not leave the glass clean after 10 
wiper cycles, replace the blades and/or use a stronger concentration of washing fluid.  Between 11 p.m. and 3 
a.m., be particularly alert for drunk or drowsy drivers.  If you notice another car with erratic speeds, weaving 
across lanes, or delayed starts at intersections, use extreme care in passing.   

Driving in Bad Weather  Bad weather affects your ability to control your vehicle.  Stopping on wet 
pavement takes approximately twice the distance as stopping on dry pavement.  On ice or sleet, it takes you five 
times the distance to stop.  Leave extra space between you and the vehicle in front of you in any kind of 
weather.  About six times more people are killed on wet roads than on snowy and icy roads combined, and when 
it starts to rain; the roads are the most slippery.  When the road is wet, your vehicle "hydroplanes" - the front 
tires literally lift so that the vehicle is riding on a film of water rather than the actual pavement.  Hydroplaning 
begins at speeds as low as 35 miles per hour if the tires are worn.   

Do the following when driving on wet roads:  Keep your mirrors cleared of water.  Avoid sudden 
braking and sudden moves of the steering wheel.  If you are about to go through a large standing pool of water, 
slow down and turn on your wipers before you hit the water. As you leave the water, tap the brake lightly a few 
times to dry it out.  If the car pulls to one side, pump the brake slowly and smoothly to dry the brake out.  If you 
begin to hydroplane, hold the wheel steady, take your foot from the accelerator and gently pump the brake.  If 
you turn the wheel from side to side to try and get down through the water, or if you jam on the brake, you 
probably will skid.   

When visibility is poor, such as in dust storms, do the following:  Slow down but avoid decelerating 
suddenly.  Watch the road ahead and behind carefully for other cars that are traveling slowly.  Turn on your 
lights, regardless of the time of day, and use your wipers.  Never use the high beam on your headlights.  The 
reflection of the beams from the dust will actually reduce your visibility. Even if the lights do not improve your 
own visibility (as in daylight), they will make it possible for other motorists to see you better.  If you need to 
slow down, tap your brake pedal several times so that the flash of your brake lights will warn motorists behind 
you. 
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Animals in the Road  If you encounter an animal running into the road, do the following: Gauge your 
reaction by the size of the animal and your vehicle speed.  Try to avoid the animal by slowing or swerving, but 
remember that it is better to hit a small animal (dog, cat, rabbit) than to risk losing control of the vehicle.  
Hitting a large animal (horse, deer, cow) will have an impact equal to hitting another vehicle.  Remove your foot 
from the accelerator, steer the vehicle in the opposite direction from the one in which the animal is running and 
be prepared for the animal to stop suddenly.  Do not jam on the brake.  Keep all steering wheel and brake 
motions smooth.  Be alert for children who may run after the animal. 

Tire Blowout  Front tire blowouts are most dangerous, because loss of a front tire dangerously 
interferes with the steering of the car.  You may hear an explosive boom, and the vehicle will veer suddenly to 
the side of the blown-out tire.  To regain control, follow these steps: Take your foot off the accelerator, giving 
the car a chance to slow down.  Hold the steering wheel firmly with both hands - expect it to be difficult to steer.  
When you have gained control of the steering, put on the brake slowly; avoid locking the wheels.  Come to a 
gradual and complete stop, if you can, off of the roadway so that you can change the tire safely.  

Brake Failure  In case of brake failure, do the following:  Attempt to slow the vehicle, both manual and 
automatic, by downshifting  Then gently apply your parking brake. You cannot pump an emergency brake. 
Remember that this is a cable brake.  The rear wheels may lock if you apply too much force and the vehicle will 
probably pull to one side.  Pump the brake pedal rapidly.  It may build up pressure in the brake lines and restore 
some braking force.  If you have to collide with something, choose an impact-absorbing object, such as a clump 
of shrubs or a chain-link fence.  Avoid head-on collisions - sideswipe whatever you hit.  At slow speeds, simply 
turn off the engine and let the vehicle coast to a stop. 

Vehicle Crashes  Unfortunately, vehicle crashes occur.  Most often citizens will be at the scene of the 
crash before fire units are there and it is important that they know what to do correctly or, in some cases, what 
not to do.  Be sure that someone has called 9-1-1.  Is the scene itself life-threatening?  For example, a car hits a 
tanker that is now leaking an unknown substance.  Since you are dealing with an unknown, the patient should 
immediately be removed a safe distance from the leak regardless of his condition.  As best as possible, however, 
immobilize the patient's head and neck during movement.  If the scene is not immediately life-threatening, 
assess the patient's condition and manage critical situations first.  Does the patient have a clear airway?  Is the 
patient breathing?  Is there excessive bleeding?  If you know CPR, and the patient needs it, administer it 
immediately.  If there is excessive bleeding anywhere, apply direct pressure to the wound with a dry, clean 
cloth.  If there is no immediate danger to the patient and he doesn't need any management of the ABC's, do 
nothing.  Keep the patient as he is in the vehicle until fire units can get on the scene.  There may be cervical 
spine damage of which you are unaware and movement by the patient could only make it worse.  Many times, 
people who have just been in a car crash will want to jump out of the car and move about.  But as best as you are 
able, keep them still.  The scene can be a combination of environmental hazards such as downed electrical 
wires, unknown substance leakage, gasoline spills, fire, etc.  If you are on the scene before law enforcement 
officers or fire units, be aware of such dangers.  Often, spilled gasoline is present.  Allow no smoking.  Turn all 
vehicle ignitions off.  If the car is on fire and firefighting personnel have not yet arrived, decide if you can 
remove the passengers quickly enough or whether you should fight the fire.  If the passengers are not trapped, 
move them first.  If they cannot be extricated quickly, deal with the fire.  The main cause of most vehicle fires 
after a crash is from a ruptured fuel tank or fuel lines that have been ignited by internal or external sources.  The 
most common ignition point, however, is under the hood, which rarely presents a serious hazard to vehicle 
occupants unless combustion is enhanced by gasoline.  Most under hood fires will not spread unless fueled by 
an external source.  Once emergency units do arrive, tell them what you know and then get out of their way.  
They are trained professionals and know what to do from that point.  (From Phoenix Arizona safety info) 
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CFMS Field Trip to Afton Canyon Report 
By Bob Fitzpatrick,Field Trip Chair South 

Just returned home from the Cady Mountains and Afton Canyon areas.  I want to thank the 83 CFMS 
rock hound members who showed up for this field trip and signed the CFMS consent and assumption of 
risk waiver of liability forms.  

Day 1, Friday, April 29th  The weather was nice when I arrived at the campsite area at 8:30 a.m.  First I 
put the CFMS signs up on Basin Road as I got off the freeway to help everyone find their way to the campsite.  
At 1:00 p.m. we had a large group and as planned we headed out for an afternoon field trip to do some serious 
rockhounding.  We had 14 vehicles in a caravan and found the 4X4 trail that we had to take was in really bad 
shape.  Most of the way the road had really soft sand or large rocks in it due to all the rain we had during the 
first part of the year.  Our first stop was for collecting gem marble and agate on the flats nearby.  After that we 
drove to the blue agate and gem hill area where we all had a good time climbing the hills and collecting calcite 
rhombs (they look like ice cubes), chalcedony, agate, jasper, small amygdules, (some will have sagenite sprays 
in them), blue agate and much more.  By 4:30 p.m. it was time to make the drive back to camp where everyone 
pitched in and got things ready for the campfire that evening.  We had a lot of fun telling stories and visiting 
with everyone.  I want to thank all of those who brought wood for our campfire.  

Day 2, Saturday, April 30th  The schedule was to leave at 8:00 a.m. sharp to go the collecting site.  We 
all lined up in a caravan; rides were found for the ones that didn't have 4-wheel drive vehicles.  People were still 
showing up late because there had been an accident on the freeway, so while we were waiting we took group 
pictures.  By the time we left at 8:30 a.m. we had 23 SUV's and pick-ups lined up.  While heading to the fluorite 
mine (about a 30 minute drive) we had one 2-wheel drive pick-up get stuck in the soft sand (everyone had been 
told "4 wheel drive" vehicles only).  At the fluorite mine, Adam Dean gave a talk on what we would be looking 
for; he also had some nice pictures of sagenite that he had found in the Cady Mountains.  We walked up the 
canyon and everyone was shown where and how to find the emerald green fluorite.  Some nice specimens of the 
green fluorite were collected and some good multicolored jas-agate, opalite, onyx, calcite rhombs along with 
other gemmy items were found.  At 12:00 noon we traveled about 2 miles up the main canyon to one of Adam's 
secret collecting area for sagenite sprays in larger amygdules.  We searched here for a couple of hours and 
everyone found some nice gemmy material then we drove down the canyon a few miles to collect on the open 
flats.  A Mojave rattlesnake was spotted and some nice pictures were taken of it.  Around 4:00 p.m. we headed 
back to camp to get ready for our potluck dinner.  At 6:00 everything was ready and all the food was on the 
tables where Bob Bryne said grace before we ate.  After dinner we sat around the fire and told jokes and stories.  

Thomas Hess and his lovely wife Kim and little girl, Autumn, arrived Saturday afternoon to collect with 
us and camp out. Thomas showed everyone some of the gemmy tourmaline and other pegmatite gems he had 
collected over the last few years at some of the well-known mines in San Diego County.  Thomas is the founder 
and leader of the Die Hard Rockhounds (a large group of rockhounds that are out rockhounding almost every 
weekend); he is also a member of the CFMS.  

Day 3, Sunday, May 1st  My good friend Adam Dean who is a member of the OBMS Club and knows 
the Cady mountains better then any of us, took us to another one of his secret areas to collect.  More new people 
showed up to join us and at 8:00 a.m. we were on our way.  We all had another great day collecting amygdules 
nodules, (they're shaped like large potatoes with a dull iron stain that cover the exteriors also most have plume 
or sagenite sprays in them), and other gemmy items were collected too.  About 2:00 we headed back to camp to 
pack up to head for our homes.  

During the three days of our field trip the weather couldn't have been better, I could write 100 pages 
about this field trip telling you all the great things we did and saw; it was one of the best trips I've ever been on.  
If you missed it, you missed a great time!  

There is some CFMS members I want to thank for helping me make this field trip and camp over a great 
success, Ken Barron, Adam Dean, Teresa Felix, Bob Bryne, Jay Valle, Jean Wise, Kathy Eschbach, Pamela 
Birge, and everyone who brought all that great food to the potluck. Again, thank to all of you. 
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Earth Sciences Studies 
By Cal Clason, Chair – Earth Science Studies 

 First off, my sincerest apologies for not having the registration forms for Camp Paradise in the 
May issue of the Newsletter as I had previously stated; but things happen.  In this case probably a lack 
of communication between Jack Williams and me.  We had them ready and both assumed that the 
other would forward them to Dick Pankey, neither of us did although we had a reminder from Dick of 
the upcoming deadline. Neither of us took it upon ourselves to take action.  So it was not included; but 
was posted on the web page.  It will be found elsewhere in this edition.  I take full responsibility for the 
oversight and again offer my most sincere apologies if it in anyway inconvenienced you; with that 
being said I again urge everyone who receives the bulletin to share all the information with your club 
members.  Good communications are instrumental in the successful operation of any joint endeavor.  
In case I led someone astray, the correct dates for Camp Paradise are Sept. 11-17 and Sept. 18-24, 
2005.    

 For those of you who need the lead-time to make arrangements, our Spring Seminar for 2006 
will be held at Zzyzx March 19 – 26.  As always we urge registration as early as possible to ensure a 
reservation.  Although the initial preparations are presently being done, not much will be forthcoming 
until the Seminar at Camp Paradise is history. 

 As the dates for Camp Paradise draw nearer Jack Williams and I will be sharing the available 
information with you via the CFMS Newsletter and Web Page.   

 I am very happy to report that we had a most successful outing at Zzyzx.  We were privileged 
to provide an enjoyable week with 65 registered, (with no cancellations), 2-day students, and 16 
instructors and staff.  From the preponderance of comments it was a very enjoyable week.  The field 
trips were extremely well accepted and attended.  Our Open House on Saturday saw 46 more arrive to 
partake of the camaraderie that is always prevalent and enjoy the barbecue that was available.  Marion 
Roberts and Eric Lindeman (our chef/caterer) did an outstanding job with the steaks and Tom 
Burchard prepared the chicken, all of it was excellent.  I was very pleased to greet some of the folks 
who in years gone by attended and worked to make the Earth Sciences the success that it has become 
over the past twenty years.  Thanks for your help. 

 Can’t think of any other pertinent information at the present time; but will try to keep you 
informed.  
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Education Through Sharing Nominees 
By Loretta Ogden, Chair, Education Through Sharing 

I thank all of you who sent in nominations and hope to hear from the rest of the clubs before the 
end of the year.  See you all at Roseville.  Loretta: 

De and Mary Sharp 
The South Bay Lapidary and Mineral Society of Torrance, Ca. nominates De and Mary Sharp 

for the “Education Through Sharing award."  The Sharps joined the South Bay Club in July 1976.  
Over the years De has been field trip chairman many times, show chairman and many other positions.  
De is best known for his excellent demonstrations of sphere making.  During the show, he sits for hour 
after hour explaining to one and all how spheres are made.  He has the patience of Job. 

Mary took over the position of Editor of our paper in 1994.  She has done an excellent job.  The 
Agatizer is always on time, and contains all the necessary information that the members need.  Mary 
has held many other positions as well, including kitchen chairman, and refreshment chairman.  She is 
always ready to help anyway she can.  The Sharps are a real asset to the club. 

Submitted by Omer C. Goeden, Federation Director 

 

Mike Reason 
Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral Society nominates Mike Reason for the “Education Through 

Sharing award."  Mike Reason has been an invaluable and active member of our Society for 6 years.  
He willingly promotes the goals of the Society and CFMS and participates in the Society’s activities.  
He has served as President, Vice President, Field Trip Chairman, program speaker at several meetings, 
and committee member for the yearly show.  Mike singularly took it upon himself to create the 
Society’s web page and now administers it.  He wanted to promote our club using the web as a means 
to give a wide audience access to our activities.  As a professional geologist, Mike has been a 
tremendous help to other members in identifying rocks and minerals and explaining the geologic 
formations and processes encountered in the local area and on field trips.  Mike is truly deserving of 
recognition. 

Submitted by: Judy Christopher, President 
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 (News Releases) 

Bylaws & Operating Regulations 
By Stephen Blocksage   Publicity/Public Relations Committee: 

 The Public Relations Committee was established in 11/92 to add to the stature and public image of the 
CFMS.  The committee shall:  (Revised 6/96) 

1. Encourage interest in our hobby 

2. Encourage club participation in community activity and service 

3. Assist clubs with articles for newspapers and magazines and information for public broadcast  

4. Furnish clubs with publicity releases whenever possible  

5. Assist clubs in having their events listed and reported in all news media 

6. Submit articles to magazines and newspapers about Federation events  

7. Aid CFMS committees in publicizing their work 

8. Assume responsibility for coordinating publicity media workshops.  

9. Serve as a member of the AFMS Public Relations Committee  

The publicity portion of the title was added 4 years ago recognizing the work the committee was asked to do and 
the need to provide and improve publicity on several levels. 

Since we are charged with aiding clubs with publicity news releases I have provided some format and 
content information.  Microsoft word has a sample news release for general use.  I suggest that for work with 
larger newspapers that your club have or establish a logo and use it as part of your heading.  You may also use 
the CFMS logo as part of your heading.  Like enjoying a good meal presentation is as important as the content.  
Newspapers are looking for information on events that the public would be interested in their service area, 
especially if they have an exclusive over TV and Radio.  The net has additional news release formats for 
download use them they make life simple, www.Xpresspress.com, www.getthewordout.com, 
www.fortworthgazette.com, etc. 

P l a cer v i l l e C a l i f or ni a

o f  M i n e r o l o g ic a l  S o c i e t i e s

T he Gol d en B ear  N ugget

T h e  C a l i f o r n ia  F e d e r a t io n  

S O C I E T I E S

 
Here is cut a paste able CFMS logo you can use.  Unfortunately Word is not sophisticated enough to 

pickup the shading and only sees it as two colors but it gets the job done.  You will need to contact the 
newspaper as to how they want the news release either via fax of over the web.  While I’m no expert on 
journalism in fact almost failed English in high school I can supply the basics for the news release.  “Who are 
you?  2.  What are you?  3.  What’s important to the public?  4.  Why?  5.  When?  6.  Where?  7. How?” 

Establish the KISS principle: Keep It Simple Stupid.  Newspapers are generally going to devote several 
paragraphs with a title on page 10 of the local section to such an article.  However if item 3 is very important 
then you may want to write the article yourself if you feel qualified you never know then where the article will 
be used in the paper or if you will get reporter coverage.  A picture or two won’t hurt either since papers are 
often short of reporters or are looking for finished articles with good photography as long as they have an 
exclusive.  You will want each paper to know if you have sent releases to other papers with complete or partial 
coverage of your area, this may guarantee reporter coverage.   Refer also to the online publicity manual 
from this committee at www.cfmsinc.org manuals section, publicity for additional information on 
news releases.   
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CFMS SHOWS AND EVENTS 

We will put in all shows and events sponsored by a 
CFMS club or society and open to other 
club/societies.  Please send in your show information 
as soon as you have a date set and it will be listed on 
these pages as well as on the Web page.  IT MUST 
BE IN WRITING. 
 

Dee Clason – Show Dates 
10100 Laurie Avenue; Bakersfield, CA 93312 

E-mail: wirely360@aol.com 
 

2005 CFMS Gem Shows 
 
JUNE 4 – 5; GLENDORA, CA 
Glendora Gems  
Goddard Middle School 
859 E. Sierra Madre 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4 
Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638 
Email: YBidwell2@aol.com
 
JUNE 4 – 5; LA HABRA, CA 
North Orange Community Center 
101 W. La Habra Blvd. 
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Don Warton (626) 330-8974 
Email: warthen@earthlink.net
 
JUNE 19 – 20; CAYUCOS, CA 
 San Luis Obispo Gem & Min. Club 
Cayucos Veteran’s Hall (@ the end 
of the pier in Cayucos) 
Hours: Sun. 9 – 6; Mon. 9 – 5 
Bob Hurless (805) 772-7160 
Email: sandiehurless@yahoo.com
 
AUGUST 5, 6, 7; NIPOMO, CA 
Orcutt Mineral Society 
St. Joseph’s Church 
298 S. Thompson Avenue 
Hours: 9 – 5 daily 
Lucky Virgin (805) 929-4525 
Email: lvirgin@impulse.net
 
AUGUST 6 – 7; SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Soc. 
San Francisco County Fair Building 
Ninth Ave. & Lincoln Way 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5 
Ellen Nott  (510) 651-1601 
 
SEPTEMBER 2 – 5; FORT BRAGG, CA 
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral 
Society   @ Town Hall; Main & 
Laurel 

 
Hours: Fri – Sun. 10 – 6; Mon. 10 - 4 
Don McPherson (707) 964-3116 
643 N. McPherson;  F.B. CA  95437 
 
SEPTEMBER 17 - 18; PASO ROBLES, CA 
Santa Lucia Rockhounds 
Pioneer Park and Museum 
2010 Riverside Ave. 
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Joyce Baird (805) 462-9544 
Email: liljoysee@webtv.net 
 
SEPTEMBER 17/18; REDWOOD CITY, 
CA      
 Sequoia Gem & Mineral Society 
Community Activity Building  
1400 Roosevelt Avenue 
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Carol Corden (650) 775-5990 
Email: ccorden@earthlink.net  Or 
Preston Bingham (650) 368-6351 
     
SEPTEMBER 24; LOS ALTOS, CA 
Peninsula Gem & Geology Society 
Rancho Shopping Center 
Corner of Foothill Expressway & 
Springer Road 
Hours: 9:30 am -  4:45 pm  
Dave  Smith  (650) 967-7392 
Email: rdsmeks@sbcglobal.net
 
SEPTEMBER 24 – 25; DOWNEY, CA 
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 
Downey Women’s Club 
9813 Paramount Blvd. 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 4 
Earl Liston (562) 865-1348 
Email: ejliston5@juno.com 
 
SEPTEMBER 24 – 25; MONTEREY, CA 
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Soc. 
Monterey Fairgrounds  
2004 Fairgrounds Road 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5 

 
Sky Paxton (831) 755-7741 
Email: sky@familystones.net
Web site www.cvgms.org
 
SEPTEMBER 24 – 25; SAN DIEGO, CA 
San Diego Lapidary Society 
Bernardo Winery   
13330 Paseo Del Verano Norte 
Hours: 10 – 4 both days 
Kim Hutsell (619) 294-3914 
Email: sdlapidary@yahoo.com
 
OCTOBER 8 – 9; GRASS VALLEY, CA 
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Soc. 
The Nevada County Fairgrounds  
11228 McCourtney Road 
 Main Exhibit Hall 
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Cliff Swenson (530) 272-3752 
 
OCTOBER 8 – 9; LAKESIDE, CA 
EL Cajon Valley Gem & Mineral  
Lakeside Rodeo Grounds 
Hwy. 67 & Mapleview Street 
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Peggy Bowery (619) 561-1823 
Email: Docsgirl9@aol.com 
 
OCTOBER 8 – 9; TRONA, CA 
Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Soc. 
Searles Lake G & M. Show Bdlg. 
13337 Main Street 
Hours: Sat. 7:30 – 5; Sun. 7:30 – 4 
Bonnie Fairchild (760) 372-5356 
Email: jbfairchild@verizon.net
 
OCTOBER 15 – 16;   ANDERSON, CA 
Shasta Gem & Mineral Society 
Shasta District Fairgrounds  
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Alex Stoltz  (530) 474-4400 
 
OCTOBER 22 – 23;   SANTA ROSA, CA 
Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society 

mailto:YBidwell2@aol.com
mailto:warthen@earthlink.net
mailto:sandiehurless@yahoo.com
mailto:lvirgin@impulse.net
mailto:ccorden@earthlink.net
mailto:rdsmeks@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sky@familystones.net
http://www.cvgms.org/
mailto:sdlapidary@yahoo.com
mailto:jbfairchild@verizon.net
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Veteran’s Memorial Auditorium 
1351 Maple Avenue 
Hours:  Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5 
Shirley Mottson (707) 795-1730 
 
OCTOBER 22 – 23; STOCKTON, CA 
Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Club 
54th “Earth’s Treasures Show” 
San Joaquin County Fairgrounds 
Bldg.2; 1658 South Airport Way 
 ( Charter Way & Airport Way) 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4 
Laurie Haines (209) 838-0108  Or 
Jum Dunlap 
jimsopals@comcast.net
 
NOVEMBER 5 – 6; CONCORD, CA 
Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Soc. 
Centre Concord @ 5298 Clayton Rd. 
Hours: 10 – 5 both days 
Bill McKay (925) 439-8195 
Email: williammckay@hotmail.com
 
NOVEMBER 4, 5, 6;   EUREKA, CA 
Humboldt  Gem & Mineral Society 
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds 
3750 Harris Street 
Hours: Fri. 9 – 6; Sat. 10 – 6; & 
 Sun. 10 - 5   
Pat Bunselmeier (707) 677-0131 
 
NOVEMBER 12 – 13; LANCASTER, CA 
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club 
Fairgrounds @ 2551 West Ave. H 
Hours: Sat. 9 – 5; Sun. 9 – 4 
John Martin (661) 916-9479 
Email: pgmc@antelecom.net
 

NOVEMBER 12 – 13; YUBA CITY, CA 
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Soc. 
442 Franklin Avenue 
Hours: Sat. 9 – 5; Sun. 9 – 4 
Barbara & Charlie Brown (916) 
652-4240 
 
NOVEMBER 11- 12-13, SACRAMENTO, 
CA;    Sacramento Mineral Society 
Scottish Rite Temple 
6151  H  Street 
Hours: Fri. 9 - 6; Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10- 4 
George Sterpka (916) 984-9730 
Email: sterpka@comcast.net
 
NOVEMBER 19 – 20; LIVERMORE, CA 
Livermore Valley Lithophiles 
“THE BARN” 
3131 Pacific Avenue 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4 
Dick & Joyce Friesen (925) 447-8223 
Email: friesenr@ix.netcom.net
 

2006 CFMS Gem Shows 
 
JANUARY 21 – 22; EXETER, CA 
Tule Gem & Mineral Society 
“Fabulous Fun-Filled 50th. Annual” 
Exeter Veteran’s Memorial Bldg. 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4 
 
MARCH 4 – 5; VENTURA, CA 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society 
Seaside Park, Ventura Co. 
Fairgrounds; 10 W. Harbor Blvd. 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 5; Sun. 10 – 4 
Jim Brace-Thompson (805) 659-3577 

Email: jbraceth@adelphia.net
 
 

AMERICAN FEDERATION/REGIONAL 
2005 SHOWS 

 
California Federation 

June 10 -12 
Roseville, California 

 
Eastern Federation 

March 18 – 20 
Sayre, Pennsylvania 

 
Midwestern Federation/AFMS 

August 16- 21 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
Northwestern Federation 

August 5 – 7 
Albany, Oregon 

 
Rocky Mountain Federation 

June, 2005 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 
South Central 

December 2 – 4 
Austin, Texas 

 
Southeast Federation 

November 12 – 13 
Melbourne, Florida 

 

mailto:jimsopals@comcast.net
mailto:williammckay@hotmail.com
mailto:pgmc@antelecom.net
mailto:sterpka@comcast.net
mailto:friesenr@ix.netcom.net
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Example letter to oppose Senate Bill S-263, 
Paleontological Resources Preservation Act. 

 (Ed. Note:  Here is a very easy, no “brainer” way to inform your representative about how you feel 
about this bill and how it affects us.  With a little modification to personalize it and make it your own , 
it will be ready to send.  Do it today, or at least do it soon.  This letter was written by David J. Panaro, 
Moorpark, CA) 

******************************************* 

 

March 30, 2005 

Honorable (Your Representitive 
United States House of Representatives 
Address 

Dear Congressman XXXXXX: 

As one of your most loyal and long-time supporters, and a resident of Congressional District Number 
24 of California, I am writing to ask for your help to defeat Senate Bill S-263, a supposed 
Paleontological Resources Preservation Act.  It has already passed through committee without 
amendment for action on the floor of the U.S. Senate. 

As a Registered Geologist and amateur gem and mineral collector, I can attest that S-263 is a very bad 
piece of legislation, and I ask that you do what you can to block passage of this Bill by a no vote or any 
other means available to you.  There are many good reasons why this poorly conceived legislation is a 
detriment to this country and it’s citizens, and they boil down to this: 

1. This bill masquerades as protecting fossils and academic inquiry.  IT DOES NOT.  To the contrary, 
it inhibits knowledge and inquiry.  The majority of what is known about fossils has been gathered 
by commercial and amateur collectors, and most museum collections are the result of non-
commercial or amateur finds. 

2. The Secretary of the Interior asked that academic, amateur and commercial fossil collectors be 
consulted in the preparation of potential legislation regarding fossil resources on public lands.  To 
my knowledge, the commercial collectors were not consulted, input from amateurs was not 
solicited, and there was never an opportunity for any to testify. 

3. This legislation is the product of a few academics alone, in concert with a small group of managers 
from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service.  Such collegiate and 
government personnel have, through aggressive tactics pushed their own skewed agenda.  An 
agenda that is not good for the true science of paleontology, and would be a tragic mistake if 
enacted. 

This Bill (S-263) must be stopped, or at the very least scrapped, as it serves neither the resource nor the 
public.  I believe I can speak for all amateur collectors, and ask that our rights as citizens not be 
infringed upon, nor should we live under the fear of being arrested simply because we picked up a 
bone, shell, or fossil of some sort. 

Please do what you can to shut down and eliminate Senate Bill 263. 

Best regards, 

(Your Name and Address) 
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2005 CFMS Officers, Chairmen and Committee Roster

PRESIDENT 
Marion Roberts (Vivien) 
1505 Plumas Ave 
Modesto, CA 95358 
(209) 538-0197 
mvroberts@bigvallev.net  
Mother Lode Mineral Society 

TREASURER 
CJ Quitoriano (Ray) 
7968 Elder Ave 
Rosamond, CA 93560 
(661) 256-4303 
Quitoriano@earthlinknet 
Palmdale G&MS      

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  
Colleen McGann 
PO Box 224 
Santa Clara, CA 95052-0224 
(831) 212-1951 
colleen.mcgann@hds.com 
Peninsula Gem & Geology Soc. 

SECRETARY 
Bural LaRue (Pat) 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377 
(909) 874-5664/(951) 233-9036 (cell) 
bplarue@earthlink.net 
Valley Prospectors 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  
Richard Pankey (Betty) 
4310 Kingsly Drive 
Pittsburg, CA 94565-6267 
(925) 439-7509 
dickpankev@,iuno.com 
Contra Costa Min & Gem Soc 

EXECUTIVE SEC/TREAS 
Pat LaRue (Bural) 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
(909) 874-5664 
bplarue@earthlink.net 

Riverside Treasure Hunters   
 
ALL AMERICAN CLUB 
Dorothy Beachler 
89 Buckskin Lane 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 
(310) 325-3139  
dotbeachler@cox.net 

BULLETIN AIDS 
Anna Christiansen, Chair (John) 
245 N. 6th Ave 
Oakdale, CA 95361 
(209) 847-1173 
achrist361@sbcglobal.net  
Terry Yoschak, Asst. Ch. 
5437 Thunderridge Cir.  
Rocklin, CA 95765 

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 
Beverly Moreau, Chair 
3113 Topaz Lane Apt. A  
Fullerton, CA 92831-2374  
(714) 577-8038 
bcmoreau@adelphia.net  
Isabella Burns (Bill) 
1038 Bradshawe Ave 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 
(626) 288-2896 
isnbil@aol.com 
Bess Shields (Richard) 
1235 Ken Ave. 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
(805) 937-0357 
bess.shields@earthlink.ney 

CFMS CAB CASES -  NORTH  
Bob Pevahouse 
914 Dartmouth Way 
Concord, CA 94518-3820 
(925) 689-4676 
rockmanrob@aol.com  

CAB CASES -  SOUTH 
Robert Backus 
5006 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
(818) 347-2056 

CAB CASES –  CENTRAL 
CJ Quitoriano (See Treas) 

CFMS DIRECTORS TO AFMS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Marion Roberts (See Pres)  
Colleen McGann (1st VP) 

CFMS JURY OF AWARDS 
Richard Pankey, Chair (See 2nd VP) 
Marion Roberts (See Pres) 
Lois Allmen (See Long Range Plan.) 

CFMS NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Richard Pankey (See 2nd VP) 

CFMS REP.  TO AFMS 
Pat LaRue (See Exec. Sec. & Treas.) 

EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES 
Cal Clason, Chair  (Dee) 
10100 Laurie Ave. 
Bakersfield, CA  93312-2330 
(661) 589-4169 
wirely360@aol.com  
Jack Williams (See Show Coordinator) 
Isabella & Bill Bums (consultant)  
Florence & Ray Meisenheimer 
(consultant) 
Richard Pankey  (See 2nd VP) 

EDUCATION THRU 
SHARING  
Loretta Ogden 
20904 Trigger Lane 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-3469  
(909) 598-2456 
donogden@aol.com 

ENDOWMENT FUND -CFMS  
Ray & Florence Meisenheimer, Chairs  
101 N. Wake Forest Ave 
Ventura, CA 93003-2246 
(805) 642-3155 
Marion Roberts, (See Pres) 
Colleen McGann (See 1st VP) 

FIELD TRIPS -  NORTH 
John Stockwell 

1807 San Lorenzo Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
(510) 526-5346 
kugeln@msn.com 

FIELD TRIP –  SOUTH 
Bob Fitzpatrick 
1507 Sequoia Drive 
Beaumont, CA 92223 
(951) 845-3051  
RUROCKY2@aol.com 

FINANCIAL ADVISORY 
COMM 
Roy Foerster, Chair 
1408 Norman Ave 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91373-1569  
(805) 373-1569  
Newman Gill 
PO Box 456 
Shaver Lake, CA 93664 
(559) 841-7765 
Bud McMillin 
1717 Oakdale Rd. Ste. O  
Modesto, CA 95355 
terrymcmillon14c@statefarm.com 
Julaine Mullaney (See Trophy Cood.) 
Colleen McGann (See 1st VP) 
CJ Quitoriano (See Treas) 

GOLDEN BEAR 
Ruth Bailey 
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 
(408) 248-6195 
rba51825@aol.com 
Frank Mullaney (See Trophy Coord) 
Rosemarie Young 
1920 Torrid Ave. 
Modesto, CA  95358-1421 
(209) 523-8064 

HISTORIAN 
Shirley Leeson 
6155 Haas St 
La Mesa, CA 91942-4312 
(619) 460-6128 
shirleyleeson@msn.com and 
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beauholland@salmoninternet.com 

INSURANCE 
Fred Ott (Susan) 
3420 Coach Lane #4 
Cameron Park, CA 95682 
(530) 677-5211 
fred.ott.b8t5@statefarm.com 
INTERNET COMM. 
Donald Ogden, Chair (Loretta) 
20904 Trigger Lane 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-3469 
(909) 598-2456 
donogden@aol.com  
Beverly Moreau (see By-Laws) 
Jay Valle (Kathy) 
1421 Latchford Ave 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  
(626) 934-9764 
valle@agmd.gov 
Larry Bruce  
Exoner8r@earthlink.net 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 
Jim Brace-Thompson (Nancy) 
7319 Eisenhower Street 
Ventura, CA 93003-2511 
 (805) 659-3577 
jbraceth@adelphia.net 

LEGAL ADVISOR 
Jean Klotz (Morton) 
2828 Easy Street  
Placerville, CA 95667-3907 
(530) 642-0881 (Office) 

LONG RANGE PLAN.  
 Lois Allmen (Bill) 
407 Magnolia Ave 
Oxnard, CA 93030-5309 
(805) 483-6871 
allmenl.@vcss.k12.ca.us  
All living CFMS Past Presidents 2005 
CFMS Executive Com. 

MUSEUM COMMITTEE 
Dcbbie Bunn, Chair (Ray) 
P.O. Box 255702 
Sacramento, CA 95865-5702 
(916) 929-6665 
fossilsff@aol.com  
Richard Knox 
1514 Avenida Hacienda 
San Clemente, CA 92672 
(949) 492-2819 
JoAnna Ritchey (see Schol. - CFMS) 
Jack Rhodes (Jennifer) 
(775) 672-4435 

NOMINATING COMM. 
Bill Gissler Chair (see Slide Lib.)  
1. Beverly Moreau 
2. Isabella Burns (See Earth Sci.) 
3. Cal Clason  
4. Ray Meisenheimer 
Alt. Beth Pinnell 

OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN'S 
MANUAL 
Lois Allmen (See Long Range Plan.) 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Cal Clason (See Earth Sci.ence Studies) 

PROGRAM AIDS 
Cheri George 
5006 N. Bentree Circle  
Long Beach, CA 90807-1009 
 (562) 428 8240  
lizardwoman3@yahoo.com 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY -  
NORTH 
Frank Monez 
407 Bluefield Drive 
San Jose, CA 95136-2004 
(408) 578-7067  
frankm2@sbcglobal.net  
Norvie Enns (Virginia) 
1485 W. 4th St. #10 
Reno, NV 89503-5002 
(775) 786-9887 
ginnyatreno@cs.com 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY -  
SOUTH  
John Martin (Susan) 
1309 West Ave L-4 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(661) 942-8336  
smartin@antelecom.net 
Jim Strain 
Isabella & Bill Burns (See Earth 
Sciences) 

PUBLICITY I  PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 
Teresa Masters, Chair 
1644 Corte Verano 
Oceanside, CA 92056-2038  
tam2819@cox.net 
Beverly Moreau (see By-Laws) 
Richard Pankey (see 2nd VP)  
Loretta Ogden (see Ed. Thru. Sharing) 
Stephen Blocksage 
2267 Gloryette Ave 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 
(805) 522-1420 
similite@aol.com 

RULES COMMITTEE 
Dee Holland, Chair (see Shirley Leeson, 
Historian) 
Norvie Enns (see PLAC North) 
Colleen McGann (see 1st VP) 
Richard Pankey (see 2nd VP) 
Dick Friesen (Joyce) 
787 Joyce St. 
Livermore, CA 94550 
(925) 447-8223  
friesenr@ix.netcom.com  

SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Charles McKie (Dot)  
1012 Mockingbird Lane  

Fairfield, CA 94533-2426 
(707) 425-9030 
chuckmckie@aol.com 

SCHOLARSHIP -  AFMS  
Montella Lopez 
2857 Addison Place 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 
(408) 248-6195 
rba51825@aol.com 

SCHOLARSHIP –  CFMS 
Isabella Burns, Ch. (see Earth Sci) 
Jo Anna Ritchey 
224 Oaks Ave 
Monrovia, CA 91O16-2115  
(626) 359-1624 
j.ritchey@verizon.net 
Colleen McGann (see 1st VP.) 
Bural Larue (see Treas.) 
CJ Quitoriano (see Sec.) 
SEND ALL CHECKS TO PAT 
LARUE EXEC SEC/TREAS 

SHOW CONSULTANT NORTH 
Ruth Bailey (see Golden Bear) 
SOUTH 
Bob Stultz (Jeane) 
624 Randy Drive 
Newbury Park, CA 91320-3036 
(805) 498-4220 

SHOW COORDINATOR-05 
Jack Williams (Judy) 
2608 Retirement Lane  
Placerville, CA 95667-3027  
(530) 622-3038 
jwilliams08@comcast.net  

SHOW DATES 
Dee Clason (see Cal-Earth Sci.) 

SLIDE &VIDEO LIBRARIAN 
Bill Gissler 
1075 Blossom Drive 
Santa Clara, CA 95050-5163  
(408) 241-0477 
wgissler@juno.com 
Colleen McGann (see 1st VP) 
Richard Shields (see Bess- By-laws) 

TAX ADVISOR 
Mike Kokinos (Theresa) 
4620 Doe St. 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682-8478 
(530) 677-9333 
zeileitz@directcon.net 

TROPHY COORDINATOR 
Frank Mullaney (Julaine) 
5705 Begonia Drive 
San Jose, CA 95124-6535  
(408) 266-1791  
rockyfiv@aol.com 



  
 

Join Future Rockhounds of America 
HISTORY OF FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA

Rockhound clubs throughout the regional Federations have supported youth groups for many years.  Most clubs
have always had young members but often didn't know what sorts of activities to provide for them.  Consequently
many youth fell through the cracks.  We’re sure no one would argue the fact that we need to ensure the future of our
hobby by encouraging our youth.  Knowing this, under the direction of AFMS President Bill Cox in 1984, a 
committee was added to the AFMS called "Junior Clubs."  Bill coined the name "Future Rockhounds of America"
and designed a certificate to be given to junior clubs becoming members of FRA.  It gives pebble pups and juniors
the distinction of belonging to something worthwhile.  The only requirement for obtaining FRA membership is to be
organized and sponsored by a regional Federation club (although exceptions can be made).  There are no dues to pay
to the AFMS for being a member.  Starting in Fall 2004, Juniors Activities Chair Jim Brace-Thompson developed a 
free “merit badge” program of guided activities to provide youth leaders with over 50 individual activities in 9
areas:  rocks and minerals, earth resources, fossils, lapidary arts, collecting, showmanship, communication, field 
trips, and leadership.  Kids can earn badges in each area.  Those earning a minimum of 6 of the 9 badges earn a
“Rockhound” badge as a mark of accomplishment and distinction.  Details of the program may be found on the 
“Kids Corner” section of the AFMS web site:  www.amfed.org. 

HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE AFMS YOUTH PROGRAM, FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF 
AMERICA? 
All you need is a group of kids, a sponsor, a name, and an application to FRA! 

REQUIREMENTS: 
Your group must be a member of your regional Federation, either through a sponsoring club or through an
independent application into your local Federation. 

1. The number of youth is not important:  you can have as few as 2 and as many as you can handle. 

2. Age:  Any kids up to the age of 18. 

Just fill out the application below, or contact your local Federation Juniors Chair or check out the “Kids Corner” of
the AFMS web site (www.amfed.org). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA 
 
NAME OF YOUTH GROUP: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
SPONSORING ADULT CLUB: __________________________________________________________ 
 
FEDERATION: CFMS __  Eastern __  Midwest __  South Central __  SE __  Rocky Mountain __  NW __ 
 
CONTACT PERSON: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
YEAR ORGANIZED: ___________ CURRENT NUMBER OF YOUTH MEMBERS: _________________ 
 
On the back, please provide a brief description of the activities you do with your youth members, i.e., participation
at general meetings, club shows, field trips, and other activities.  After completing this questionnaire, please forward
it to the AFMS Juniors Activities Chair:  Jim Brace-Thompson, 7319 Eisenhower Street, Ventura, California 93003;
(805) 659-3577;  jbraceth@adelphia.net. 
 



$250 WEEK PER PERSON – COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION FORM AND MAIL WITH FULL PAYMENT. 
 Two Earth Science seminars will again be offered at CAMP PARADISE, approximately 45 miles east of Marysville on Highway 
E-21 (Clipper Mills).  You may register for either or both weeks.  Various classes will be offered in both sessions, limited collecting trips, 
sightseeing and evening entertainment. 
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 
CFMS EARTH SCIENCES AND SEND TO:   FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
John & Anna Christiansen      Jack F. Williams   Cal & Dee Clason 
245 N. 6th Avenue      2608 Retirement Ln.  10100 Laurie Avenue 
Oakdale, CA 95361      Placerville, CA 95667  Bakersfield, CA 93312 
(209) 847-1173       (530) 622-3038   (661) 589-4169 
 
 The facilities are at a rustic church camp, rooms with double beds and or bunk beds.  Bathrooms and shower are communal and 
located in each building.  Occupants are required to provide a cover for the mattress under your regular bedding.  Housekeeping is the 
responsibility of each guest.  Also available are individual cabins (very rustic, electricity, but no plumbing, bathroom and shower facilities 
are nearby.)  RV space with electricity available.  When deemed by staff to be necessary to appropriate.  Since it is a church camp, no 
alcoholic beverages are permitted. 
 
REGISTRATION CLOSES AUGUST 15.  NO CANCELLATIONS AFTER THIS DATE UNLESS A REPLACEMENT IS 
PROVIDED.  A $25.00 ADMINISTRATION FEE WILL BE ASSESSED FOR CANCELLATION PRIOR TO THIS DATE. 
 

PLEASE CUT ALONG LINE – SEND IN LOWER SECTION – KEEP THE UPPER PORTION SO YOU CAN REFER TO IT 
ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 
 

REGISTRATION FORM – PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK LETTERS 
 

SEPTEMBER 11-17 ____ PLEASE INDICATE DESIRED DATES SEPTEMBER 18-24 ____ 
$250 PER PERSON PER WEEK 

 
(Mr. Mrs. MS)  ____________________________________________  Phone  (       )     
 
Address  _____________________________  City  ____________________  State  _______  Zip  ______________ 
 
 E-Mail  _________________________________ 
 
 Club affiliation  ________________________________________________________________________  A CFMS affiliate 
 
Type of accommodations desired:  Check one 
 

 Double Room ____  RV space ____  Dormitory _____  Cabin _____  Other (Please indicate) _____ 
 
Special needs:  (Explain briefly) ______________________________  Food _________________  Housing _________________ 
 
Room assignments will be made by staff.  Accommodations will be made when possible; please list preferred room and/or roommate. 
 
Room with __________________________________________ 
 

Please refer to opposite side 



CLASSES AND INSTRUCTORS PRESENTLY SCHEDULED FOR CAMP PARADISE WEEKS 1 & 2 
GEM CARVING – DICK FRIESEN 
BEGINNING WIRE ART – ANNE CHRISTIANSEN (available second week if enough interest is shown) 
SILVER FABRICATION – LOIS ALLMEN & NORVIE ENNS 
LAPIDARY – TOM BURCHARD 
SOFT STONE CARVING – MARGARET KOLACZYK 
FACETING – MARION ROBERTS & JOHN CHRISTIANSEN 
COPPER ENAMELING – BOB PEVAHOUSE  
LOST WAX AND SILVER CASTING – BURAL LARUE & BETTY EGGER (1st Week only) 
GLASS BEAD MAKING – C. J. QUITORIANO (1st Week only) 
PMC SILVER CLAY – JUDY GOOCH (1st Week only)  
ADVANCED WIRE ART – DALE NICHOLS (2nd Week only) 
GLASS FUSION – JUDY GOOCH (2nd Week only) 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE ARE SOME LIMITS TO THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS ACCEPTED FOR 
EACH CLASS, SO BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT A DIFFERENT ONE IF SPACE IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR PREFERENCE. NO RESERVATIONS ARE MADE AND EACH CLASS IS FILLED ON A FIRST 
COME FIRST SERVED BASIS. 

What to bring for your comfort  
Sleeping Bag or Bedding       Warm jacket  
Pillow          Sunscreen, Sunglasses, Hat 
Flashlight – Spare bulb & batteries      Drinking utensils – Hot/Cold 
Sturdy foot wear        Alarm clock 
Toilet Articles – towels, washcloth      Extra set of car keys 
 
 
jw 
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